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ANN UAL TRAINING '92

t seems as if the Georgia Army and

Air Guard is taking on more of a

global mission sometimes, with all the.

globetrotting that soldlers and airmen
do.
This training year, for example,

: guard members have trained world-

wide. In this issue, we look at annual
training. Besides the normal rotations
at Ft. Stewart, among the palmettos

and pines of the largest military reser-

vation east of the Mississippi, Army
guard units have traveled to exotic
locales like Texas and the desert of
Southwest Asia.

The 277th Maintenance Company,
for example, spent its two weeks, not
languishing in a Southeast Georgia
firing position, but gainfully employed

at the Red River Army Depot in Texas, /

in support of the 25th Infantry Bri-
gade.

—page 15

SPECIAL REPORT

RepOrt
focuseson
‘next decade

E Th ] Natlonal Guard=—-
for th ma’cter all m1htary
‘services —isin astateof
" flux. Confusion abounds. In
this report, the Georgia -
Guardsman explains just
what's ahead for the Geor-
‘gia Guard, looks at some of
the reasons for these monu-
mental changes, and how
~ these changes can and will
affect the individual sol-
dier.
There are, of course, no
easy answers on how to
deal with down-sizing. But
inside is a five-page special
~ report on how soldiers can

IN THIS ISSU

make choices in the wake of
‘reorganization, retention
boards and armory clos--
ings.

TV commercials CENTERPIECE |

to feature 48th

Hollywood came to Fort'Stewart,
not in search of flatness, but to find .
training in action. A film crew from
the Golden State spent two weeks -
with the 48th Brigade duringits "
August annual training period to film
three public service spots promoting

the National Guard. About 30 brigade

soldiers were used in speaking and
action roles in the commercials. -

The crews filmed all mannerof
action at the National Guard trammg
Center during the brigade's mgorous

fortnight. Story on page 19 Sheaee

‘For a battalion of Georgla engineers

accustomed to greenery and hills, the

flat, featureless desert of Southwest -
Asia has been quite a change. But
members of the 878th and 560th engi-
neers have quickly adjusted while

~ training there. .

Durlng a months-long series of
rotating in and out, the engineers
-have honed their roadbuilding, con-

" struction and soldisring skills, not to

mention learning how to interact with
a vastly different culture.
For a complete update on what

those Georgians have been doing thxs '

3 summer, turn to pag‘e 12 and 13

; From Red Rlver &epot to Southwest Asia

Units from the 265th Engineer
Group paved their way across a classi-

fied location in a classified Southwest -

Asian nation, where they befriended
locals and enjoyed their culture while
trying to stay cool.

And other engineers traveled. Just
outside Atlanta ta help rural home-
owners whose property contains haz-
ardous waste obtain clean water.

Col. Ce’c‘il Pearce
named Ass't. AG

Ga. Gov. Zell Miller has announced
the appointment of Col. Cecil L.
Pearce-as Assistant Adjutant General
_of the Georgia Army N tional Guard.

Pearce, a natxv) Georgian, is a vet-
eranof r years service in
the Georgia Army Guard. He enlisted

" in the Georgia Guard-in 1955 and was

commissioned as a:second lieutenant
upon graduation from Officers Candi-
date School 1959.

Hehashelda vanety of command
and staff assignments including com-
mand of the 118th Fleld Artlllery Bri-
gade in Savannah. g

Brig. Gen: Wﬂham P. Bland Jr.,
Georgia's Adjutant General, said,
“Colonel Pearce is an outstanding offi-
cer and leader. His background and
experience will be invaluable to the

~Georgia Army Guard.”

Pearce is president of Atlanta's Rog—
ers Bridge Co.,,Inc. ~

Blali'dford's \de}ath
leaves a void

Brig. Gen. John L. “J ack” Blandford
died recently of cancer. The former
commander of Troop Command, who
had only two years ago retired, was

Blandford known
by many for h1s sto-
rytelling ability and
inveterate loqua-
ciousness, was also a
fine soldier, accord-
ing to those officers
who worked with
him during his three
~ decades of service to the Georgia Army
National Guard. -

A tribute to Gen. Blandford appears
“on'page 21.
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B THE MILITARY BEAT.

Sen. Nunn speaks out,
stands 1 up for guard

All of a sudden, the future is now. )
With the dramatic ending of the Cold War,
future missions for the National Guard are rap-
- gressional leaders have their- way, the Guard's

increased vitality and nnportance

should examine ways to-refocus local reserve
component. trammg on local | commumty sup-
port initiatives whenever feasible and opera-

chairman of the Senate Armed Semces Com-'
mittee.

counterpart in the House of Representatlves, .

sions this summer, as part of the debate regard-
ing the FY 1993 Defense Authorization Bill.

tively used: to rehablhtate and renew existing
commumty raczhtles, assist with aeromedical

“Guard Youth Corps. Funded begmmng last
year, the progr m

; 3 litary models of educa-
txon, perso

‘in service to their communities.

Guard units fnay tackle missions in Atla’ a,
helping restore blighted areas with engineerin

appear to’ carry a built-in incentive to carryout
such missions, making their communities be t-
ter places to hve and work. '
. s - Numbers Game? -
Although future Guard missions are commg

Guard strength

c1als in recent months: regardmg the Guard's’

reduce the Department of Defense s request for
Guard and Reserve cuts.

Nunn's committee has, for the time being,
rejected the Pentagon's “budget by subtraction”
which provided a “less than compellmg case,”
~according to Nunn, for a proper mix of actlve L

forces, w1th Guard and Reserve.

According to'Sen. John Glenn (D- Oth) the
Pentagon has been unable to demonstrate ade-
quate rationale, regarding the reserve units it
wishes to eliminate. Glenn heads Nunn's sub-_
committee on manpower and personnel. .
This initial standoff may prove only a prelude (
to alarger, ongoing debate regarding the proper
balance between active and reserve strength in
the post -Cold War era. ‘ :

idly taking shape. And if highly-respected Con- | -
in the Georgia Army

traditional “state mission” w111 take on' - National Guard, I am

“We are leaving a security era that demanded
large numbers of U.S. combat forces stationed
overseas, or operating in forward locations at |
high states of combat readiness The mlhtary 1
" the guard is facing perhaps

tionally justified,” says Sen. Sam Nunn (D-Ga.), |

Nunn and Rep Les’ Aspm (D- WlS ), Nunn s

have been bramstormmg future Guard mis-{

According to Nunn, the Guard could be effec-
evacuatlon, -and support local nutrition pro- |
grams. nghhghtmg Nunn's list is the National |
des1gned to assist disad- | :
kills deveiopment and work
So if Nunn's-plans come to fruition, Georgla%' ;

assets, for example. As residents of Georgia's |
cities and towns, local Guard members would

Newly appois

By CMS DAVID

WILLIAMS o
- Senlor Enlisted Advisor
" Georgla Alr National Guard
 Nunn and Aspm have debated Pentagon ofﬁ- 1 — :

into focus, what's shghtly less clear is future‘

future membershlp And in late July, Nunn' s
Senate Armed Services Committee voted to

- _enlisted advisor for the"

" Guard. I was formerly a

Army Guard reductions

‘By CSM BILLY MANNING

" Command Sergeant Major
1 Georgfa Army National Guard

s Itravel across Geor-
g1a and meet with the
enlisted soldiers and NCOs

1mpressed with the jobs
‘these men and women
exhibit and the leadership
quahtles they demonstrate.

its toughest challenge in ‘
many years. The active -
Army and the reserve com-

1 ponents are bemg reorganized and downsized.

‘Therefore, I think it's very important for young

: sold:ers to begin planning their military careers
" now. Young guard soldiers and NCOs can begin this
 process by sitting down with their leaders and set-

ting a course of action to pursue. First on the list

to be when you retire. Then you should evaluate
_your current career track to determme if you can
stay there and meet that goal

E 7 ‘e vel. If oal is to attain the rank of ser-_

‘a different tack to reach that plateau
ave to hange career fields.

,Atr Guard reductzons

y way of introduction,
ITam Chief Master Sgt
David W1lhams, new senior

Georgia Air National

member of the 224th Joint
Communications Support

~ Squadron in Brunswick. At the unit, I held the
, pos1t1on of NCOIC for operations.

‘As with all guardsmen throughout the state, I am
carefuily ‘watching and analyzing what will be the

-continuing effects of on-going defense reductions on
- the men and women of the Georgia Air National

Guard. At a recent first sergeants’' meeting in
Savannah, we pledged to help those guardsmen

“affected by force reductions in the state, both on the
- Army and the Air Guard side. T pledge to you my.

personal dedication to help retain or place our

obs in some units are capped at the E-6 or

“Only the best w111 be retalned”

you'rea spemahst enroll in PLDC. If you' re a ser-
geant, get in BNOC. And if you have reached the
rank of E-6, you already know the value of those,
and you're ready to take ANCOC.

But don‘t wait until the last minute. Schools and
funds may not be available to those who procrasti-
nate. There are plenty of options, but 1t all rests '
with the individual.

~ Remember that at each higher level that you - '
reach, that promotion through the NCO rank struc-

ture brmgs with it new challenges and opportuni-

ties. You as an NCO are responsible for the training
and career development of those young soldiers who :
- report to you and look to you for guidance. :
" And think about this: how well NCOs perform in’
 their assigned jobs and how well they execute those
leadership traits that are expected of them will

have a direct bearing on whether they will be

~ retained after 20 years of service to the National
- Guard. This has become increasingly critical as the
“armed forces become smaller. Many Georgia

guardsmen were not retained during the last reten-
tion board cycle. Boards evaluate soldiers on physi-

" cal fitness, milita educatlon civilian education
should be a clear goal of the point at which you want i : “

and the demonstratmn of thelr leader skills. One
outcome of this is that the NCO corps will get
younger. :

‘Each NCOMUST be arole model and a standard- S

bearer. Those who don't measure up will be elimi-

_nated. Only the best of the best will be retained.
T'offer these comments not to intimidate you, but
to encourage you to take advantage of the opportu- -

nities that’ are avaﬂable

‘rgla Army. N atlon

er. A st'that it has ever been.
it to plan The tlme isnow.

'M’ ke t;happen

t: d\ Sr. enllsted advxsor dlscusses future}f;

: feilow guardsmen in other units, when or if future

force reductions occur.

- Brig. Gen. Michael Bowers has asked each
Guardsmen to personally contact their
representative in Congress urging their careful

“evaluation and restraint over future decisions to
draw down our numbers. Let me simply underscore
his request to write your Congressional and State

representatives on this vitally important issue. I
certainly have, and I hope you will.

 One of my goals as I travel throughout the state
is to meet with as many Air Guardsmen as possible

to learn of their feelings toward the guard. I know

* that there are situations which need to be looked at

and opportunities which need to be enhanced, but I
am confident that together we can move

aggressively in meeting the new challenges and -

bulldmg a better and stronger Air National Guard ‘
in Georgia.
As I become more accustomed to the day-to-day

_ responsibilities of my new position, I will be out
visiting each unit. I will look forward to learning
your thoughts, ideas and concerns about our guard

- program. In the meantime, I look forward to seeing

~you in this important pos1tmn
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'JOIN OUR CLUB

- tions clout before Congressional committees -

AG: it's your choice to
join or not to join

11 of us get a steady

stream of letters
telling us just how much
our careers depend on
belonging to various pro-
fessional organizations.
It is true that each of
these organizations
works very hard to pro-
tect our careers and ben-
efits; to get us modern [ENNE A A
equipment; to keep our Brig. Gen. William
units from being cut out P.Bland -

of the force structure, ‘
Membership does give each of these orgamza-

and the Department of Defense. The larger
their membership, the more their message is
heard.

Every member of the Georgia Army and Air
Guard should seriously consider the merits of
these organizations. However, the declsmn to
join must be yours and yours alone.

“Command pressure” to join these organiza-
tions will not be tolerated.

I encourage each of you to think about mem-
bership and then make up your own mind.-

WOfth Repeating

o . : IR ' .
A merican armed strength is
only as strong as the combat

- capabilities of its weakest service.

Overemphasis on one or the other
will obscure our compelling need —
not for air-power, sea-power or land-

~ power — but for American military

power commensurate with our

tasks in the world.”
—Gen. of the Army Omar Bradley,
US Ammy

“We llaVe‘aIWays known that
heedless self-interest was bad
morals; we know now that it is bad

economtcs. .
—-Franklin D. Rooscvclt ;
_U.S. president

o . o
Show me a good and gracious
loser, and I'll show you a failure.”

: —~—HKnute K. Rockne,
U.S. college football coach

- Stewart, Lightman worked with

“very well,” he said.

Georgla Guard's new IG

‘Always on duty and never off the record’

Col. Donald R. Lightman, a
regular Army infantry offi-
cer, has been named Inspector
General for the Georgia Guard.
For six years, while serving with
the 24th Infantry Division at Fort

Macon's 48th Infantry Brigade
(Mechanized) “I know the guard

20

In an interview shortly after
assuming the post this summer, nghtman dis-
cussed his approach to the job.

Q What is the role of the IG in the Natlonal

Guard?
A: TheIGin the Natlonal Guard serves the same

;purpose as the IG in the active component — that

1s, toi 1nqu1re into and report on matters affecting

“mission performance and readiness, economy, effi-

ciency, dlsclplme, morale and quahty of life. _
We conduct inquiries and investigations into sen-

. sitive issues as directed by the Adjutant General,
and we process requests for ass1stance for both the -

Air and Army Guard.

Q: There's an old saw: “I'm the IG and I'm
here to help.” Most people think that's on par
with saying, “the check's in the mail.” How do
you intend to operate?

A: The office of the IG was created to help com-
manders and soldiers. In the past, some command-
ers used the IG rather than the commandersto
enforce compliance with regulations.

Bng Gen. Bland wants to put the commanders
back in the role of conducting compliance inspec-

tions and use the ofﬁce of the IG to asmst the com- .

manders. oo
. Our real job is to facilitate commumcatxons We

' fappropnate activitiesior actions; not the 1G. -

Col. Donald Lightman

“are problem solvers. Our primary function is to

assist commanders, soldiers and their families in .~
solving problems and establishing communication.

Q: If somebody tells you something in confi-
dence that you know tobe a vxolatlon of the
law, what do youdo? -

A:The IG is always “on duty and never off the
record.” Our office goes to great lengths to protect

the confidentiality of people who request our assis-

tance.

AR 20-1 is very specific under what circum-

" stances the concept of confidentiality may not ,
apply. But otherwise, our clients' 1dent1t1es are pro-.

tected from disclosure.
"The main purpose of the IG is that of a teacher.

 Very few people violate regulations intentionally,

so we instruct as we inspect. It's better to correct
the problem as we find it rather than to keep find-

‘ing the same problems.

Q: What command authorlty does the IG

~ have? , . A
A:The IG hasno command authority. Heis a spe-
cifically trained staff officer on the personal staff of -

the commander or The Adjutant General. His job is
to point out differences or irregularities and recom-

~.mend actions to.correct..Commanders, direct the R

| Bland, the Adjutant General.

1 to know.

INSIDE
The Army Guard

Lawton is cleared
of harassment charges

| A Second Army board of officers has cleared
Lt. Col. Julius J. Lawton of charges of sexual

‘harassment. The allegations were the subject of |

several reports by an Atlanta television station.

Following three days of testimony, the board
concluded that Lawton “did not engage in-a pat-
tern of sexual harassment 1nvolv1ng Jackie
Renfroe-James.”

James had publicly alleged that Lawton had |
sexually harassed her while she was a member
of the Georgia Guard. She was honorably dis-
charged from the Guard in the late 1980s.

The board also found baseless allegations
that Lawton subjected other female soldiers to
sexual harassment.

case “is now closed,” said Brig. Gen. William P.

The four-member board was compmsed of
officers outside the Georgia Army National
Guard. Two members were National Guards-
men, one from Kentucky and the other from
Tennessee. The other two members were from
the active Army.

On four, off three |

Enjoy long weekends? Full-timersin 11 Army
and Air Guard offices and facilities are experi-
menting with a four-day work week. Hours
worked are generally 0700 to 1730 and most
people who are participating take off either
Monday or Friday.

The test will run for six months. Not every-
body prefers longer weekends. About half the
'120 people in USP&FO, for example, elected
not to participate. It's voluntary

Molar Mobile is not mobile

The Molar Mobile, a fixture at annual train-
ing in recent years, is no longer mobile. The’
equipment has been removed from the trailer
and mounted permanently at McKenna Armory

mobile Molar Mobile. Now, we suppose, it's a
Permanent Molar.

Plan ahead

A note for the ambitious: Beginning 1 Jan 96,
the feds won't recognize your promotion to bri-
gadier general unless you're a graduate of the
Senior Service College. Just thought you'd hke

- Join the Guard. Get rich.

OK, if not rich, join the Guard and get a
bonus. All non-prior service applicants who join
the 48th Bde., 878th Engineer Bn., 165th Sup-
ply Co. and 24th RAOC, will be ehgxble for a
$2,000 enlistment bonus.

Don't picnic on the range

- Active indoor firing ranges should not be used
for storage or for any purpose other than firing
weapons, says the state's occupational health
manager, Patricia A. Ferguson.

Among the items found stored there are pic-
nic wares, chairs, tables and office equipment.
So, if you've been inviting your friends over for
a leisurely picnic on the range, stop it now. Why

The decision by the board means that the | ‘

in Macon. Repair costs were too high for a |

else. woqld,yot;fha e.picnic gear.s stored there? :

4
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 PERSONNEL

GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA
. COMPANY D, 1/1220 INFANTRY

WINDER, GEORGIA
©FY @2

PERSONNEL
@ OFFICER §
® ENLISTED 91

TOTAL 96

HQ AND HQ COMPANY, 1/1220 INFANTRY
COMPANY A, 1/122D INFANTRY
PERSONNEL
® OFFICER 11
® ENLISTED 134
TOTAL 145

ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS

® DRILL PAY $303,000 .

® ANNUAL TRAINING $78,422

_ @ SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $308,25

TOTAL-3689.673 e

ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS
® DRILL PAY $183,000
@ ANNUAL TRAINING $49,810
@ SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $148,963

TOTAL $381,773

448TH ORDANCE DETACHMENT
205TH FREIGHT DETACHMENT’

PERSONNEL
o OFFICER 0
o ENLISTED 19

. TOTAL 19

ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS
« DRILL PAY. $24, SR

o ANNUAL TRAINING $7
« SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOO

TOTAL '$44,098

COVINGTON, GEORGIA
COMPANY B, 1/122D INFANTRY -
COMPANY C, 1/122D INFANTRY

@ OFFICER 10
® ENLISTED 182

TOTAL 192

ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS

@ DRILL PAY $357,700

@ ANNUAL TRAINING $93,519

@ SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $306,089

TOTAL $757,308

e

WASHINGTON, GEORGIA
COUPANY E, 1/122D INFANTRY

PERSONNEL
@ OFFICER §
@ ENLISTED 91

TOTAL 88

] ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS
@.DRILL PAY $206,500
| @ ANNUAL TRAINING $58,404

 SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $195,246
TOTAL $460,150

.

PERSONNEL
® OFFICER 19

® WARRANY OFFICER 2
® ENLISTED 127

TOTAL 148
ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS

@ DRILL PAY $416,000
@ AHNUAL TRAINING $106,000

® SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS ”344‘,337 ;

TOTAL $963,437 :

AVANNAH, GEORGIA
Fye2

- 118th FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE

i
i

i
i
i

|. SPECIAL REPORT |

yummer 0

Closings loom; but guard will only lose 900 soldiers

By Staff Sgt. ELLIOTT MINOR

124th PA Detachment

he Georgia Army National Guard, forced to

deactivate 10 units because of military down-
sizing, plans to keep all its armories open and to
provide new opportunities for those who want to

serve. :

The Georgia guard is scheduled to lose fewer than
900 members this year as the U.S. military scales

down. No Air Guard units aré affected.
The Guard met its reduction goal through attri-
tion, retirements, transfers to the Army Reserve

“Our missions will remain
‘essentially the same”

and to the Individual Ready Reserve. .
“Our missions will remain essentially the same,” September.

Message to citizen-soldiers:

By Pfc. CARLOS A.

- CAMPOS

124th PA Detachment

n the wake of downsizing,

L restructuring and other
changes in the Georgia
National Guard, at least one
tdp recruiter had an impor-
tant message for the state's
part-time soldiers. -

“We have a home for people
ifthey want to stay inthe =
guard,” said recruiting Maj.
Andy Durden. “Provided that
they are willing to do the
things to get them qualified,
they certainly do have a
home.” .

The restructuring of the
guard has meant changes for a
lot of guardsmen, and to help
cope with those sometimes dif-
ficult changes, Durden said

‘We have a home for you

his staff has made up teams
which have visited the
affected units, “and explained

“what we were doing.”

Armed with a slide presen-
tation, and condensing. . .-

““mounds and mounds of infor-

mation,” compiled by the
Vision 2000 committee, Dur-
den said guardsmen through-
out the state were informed of
their options because of the
many changes. ;
In order to meet mandated.
troop reductions by 30, Sept.

_the National Guard has

slowed its recruiting efforts,"
sped up discharges of unsatis-
factory drill participants and

.raised enlistment standards,

Durden said.
- But most importantly, it

has offered its troops four

options in the event their unit

’

was either being deactivated
or moved. ' ‘
The first option was to move
‘with the unit to its new loca-
tion. The second option was to

find a slot in-andther unit, if

possible, Another possibility
was to be slotted as excess in
another unit for a year, and -
hold out to be placed in a per-
manent slot commensurate

- with the grade. Finally, retire-

ment was an option, but one
which Durden said, “We really
didn't push.” ,
‘Durden said more problem
will exist in relocating dis-
placed senior NCOs and offi-
cers, as less slots exist
throughout the state for them.
The key to all the changes,

Durden said, is that “It takes a.

lot of coordination with each
individual and each unit.”

said Harry Heath, a spokesman for the Adjutant

General. “We will have to do them with fewer peo-

ple, which means we cannot retain people who can-

not or will not function completely as soldiers.”
Under a plan known as Vision 2000, the guard is_

deactivating 10 units, moving four and creating

eight new units.

‘While it has been a summer of transition, all of
the changes will have taken place by the first of

ange

" UNITS BEING DEACTIVATED

HHB, 118th Field Artillery Brigade

Savannah
HHD, Co. A, 1/122d Infantry (TLAT) Winder
Co.B,C : . Covington
Co.D ' Gainesville
Co.E o Washington
A/158th Military Intelligence Company - Marietta
448th Ord Detachment ‘ Decatur
59th FCDD Decatur
205thFCDD. .. Decatur

UNITS BEING RELOCATED
' - : From To
122d RAOC Lawrenceville Savannah
HHB 1-230th FA Waycross Savannah
Service Battery, 1-214th FA Elberton Washington:
148th Medical Co. (AA) Atlanta Marietta
NEW UNITS CREATED

24th ID (RAOC) Savannah
Det. 2, HHC, 1/121 Inf. Winder
Det. 1, Co. A, 1/121 Inf. Winder
Det. 1, Co. C, 1/121 Inf. Gainesville
Det. 1, Co. A, 2/121 Inf. Covington
Det. 1, Co. B, 2/121 Inf. . Covington
Det. 2, Co. D, 2.121 Inf. ) Lawrenceville
Det. 1, HHB, 1-230th FA Waycross

Chatham Artillery, Georgia's oldest, preserves ,itsi‘lineage

By Spec. MATTIE JONES
124th PA Detachment

n January 1968, the oldest

regiment in the Georgia
Army National Guard, the
118th Field Artillery Regi-
ment, ceased to exist as a reg-
iment. , ‘ ‘

“When a Guard unit is lost,

it's lost forever,” says Maj. -
Eugene C. Martin, the state's
Force Integration Readiness
analyst. “It's not like the
active component where a
unit can be deactivated and

slineage.”

v

some future unit can pick up

it lery, the headquarters

Rather than preserve the
118th as a regiment, the state

-almost 25 years ago created

the 118th Field Artillery Bri-
gade and a new regiment, the
230th Field Artillery, accord-
ing to National Guard
Bureau. - :
The 118th FA Regiment,

organized in 1751, was Geor-
gia's oldest regiment and one

~of the few in the National

Guard that served in the Rev-

olutionary War. L
To preserve the 118th's lin-

eage to the Chatham Artil--

- vated-on the last weekend in

element of the 1st Battalion,
230th Field Artillery at Way-
cross is being moved to Savan-
nah and redesignated _
Headquarters Battery, 1st
Battalion, 118th Field Artil-

lery.

The 2nd Battalion, 214th
FA at Statesboro and the 1st
Battalion, 230th FA at Way-
cross consolidate to form the
1st Battalion, 118th Field
Artillery.

By the time Savannah's
HHB, 118th Field Artillery
Brigade was officially deacti-

“There were three or four sol-

August, virtually all of the 139
guardsmen affected had found
slots elsewhere. -~ :

. “It'was pretty chaotic, to sa;
the least, earlier in the year
when we first got the news,”
said HHB First Sergeant
Bruce O'Berry. :

“Now that the dust has set-
tled and the deactivation is
complete, I think most every-
one is content with their new
units,” he said. '

. About 98 percent were suc-
cessfully reassigned, he said.

5 o

toretire, but as promised none
of the 18 full-time staffers lost
a job, took a pay cut or were
demoted,” O'Berry said.
“General Bland and his
staff did an excellent job of
finding us all new jobs.”

Some guardsmen trans-
ferred with most of their
equipment to new units fol-

‘lowing annual training this

year. Some may require
retraining in new units, he
said, because not all were able
to remain within their mili-

‘tary specialties.
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‘It s a little harder for us to
move like the regular Army’

D ownsizing affects
members of the Guard.
But it affects families, too.

While most guardsmen in
deactivating units were able
to find new slots within 50
miles, some weren't so lucky.
The 122nd Rear Area
Operations Center (RAOC) is
one example,

The entire unit was shifted
from Decatur to Savannah.
That can have considerable
impact on families, says
Second Lt. Tanya R. Brinkley,
the state family program
coordinator. -

“Some members may have
been driving 10 miles to the
unit,” she says. “Now they
may have to leave on Friday -
afternoon and they won't be
back until Sunday night.”

There's a financial impact

It's a little harder for us to
‘move on like the regular Army
does.”

~ Tomake the adjustments
easier on members and their
families, family support
groups are being organized in
every unit in the Georgia
Army Guard.

The objective is to improve
the quality of life, she says, to
provide a support network to
resolve problems as they
arise, including deactivations -
or relocations.

In some areas, it's a strong,
active organization. In
Newnan, for example, family

‘members of guardsmen in

Troop E, 348th Cavalry, meet
regularly, publish a
newsletter, and conduct
fund-raisers.

The group even established

Famlly

STATE CHANGES

FY 92 -

CAPT. MICHAEL T. HOLDER, left, commander of Company A, 158th leztary Intel- L

ligence Battalion, helps Lt. Col. Michael L. Seely, commander of the 151st MI battalion,
furl the guidon of the 158th at the deactivation ceremony on August 15 at Dobbins Air
Force Base. (Photo by Sgt. Jerry DeAvila, 124th PAD)
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as well. “Financially, it's more
difficult when they have find,
and pay for, a place to stay
overnight. Plus, there's the
cost of travel.”

Change can prompt anger,
too. She explains:

“We've got some soldiers
who are angry because they
have been together for years.
They're used to each other.

spring.

call. The number is

They had a solidarity and now 1-800-242-4222, extension

they don't have it anymore. - 6561.

a $500 college scholarship, *
- which was awarded during
graduation ceremonies this

If you are experiencing
‘hardships from relocation or
deactivation and think the
family program can help your
family, Brinkley invites you to .

- @ OFFICER 50
@ WARRANT OFFICER 2
® ENLISTED 635
TOTAL 687
ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS
® DRILL PAY $1,478,400
' ® ANNUAL TRAINING $390,021

TOTAL $3,274,390

@ SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $1,405,869

' CHANGES =

= %NORTH‘CAROLINA: o8 482 ;
~ SOUTHCAROLINA 1695 ~  -128
CIMISSISSIPPI 1483 85

LOUISIANA 80

FY 93 LOSSES

PERSONNEL
OFFICER 33

e WARRANT OFFICER 24
® ENLISTED 479

TOTAL 536

ESTIMATED ANNUAL. PAY LOSS
® DRILL PAY $1,190,900
@ ANNUAL TRAINING $485,255
® SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $972,850

TOTAL $2,597,880

Air Force not paring down, but rebuilding up

- By Maj. KEN BALDOWSKI

Air Guard VPA'O

he Air Force today is undergoing the most

fundamental reshaping it has experienced
since it was established as a separate service
nearly half a century ago. The changes touch every
corner of the institution and every aspect of how
airmen do their jobs.

The Air Force will continue to have a role in
maintaining stability in many parts of the world,
but will have to discharge this responsibility with
leaner forces.

Global Reach-Global Power is the overarching
structure which air powers's inherent strengths —
speed, range, flexibility, precision and lethality
are employed.

Between 1987 and 1995, the service wxll
undergo substantial personnel reductions
including force cuts of 10 tactical fighter wings
and a reduction of 170,000 active duty airmen.
The AF personnel cuts of 20 percent compare to
Army cuts of 15 percent from its 1986 peak, Navy
cuts of 7 percent since '89 and Marine cuts of 6
percent from 1987.

According: to:Se%atmy@ﬁthg&:&‘»or%;\ onald. .

B. Rice, “We're not parmg down theAn' F'oree;, ,

we're building a new, smaller Air Force from the
.ground up”.

Regardless of the role played by the :
restructured Air Force, the air capabilities in the
new “Global Reach-Global Power” structure will
prepare the service for the future. Structural
changes will equip the Air Force to respond to all
contmgencles whether as the main combat force or
in a supporting role. :

The Air Force has long been structured on an
artificial distinction between so-called tactical
aircraft and strategic aircraft. In the new
structure, a new command will employ air power
as a unified whole. Two major new commands —
the Air Combat Command and the Air Mobility -
Command will incorporate the former Tactical Air
Command, the Strategic Air Command and the
Military An‘hft Command, all which went out of
existence on 1 June 92.

On the support side, Logxstlcs and Systems
Command merged on 1 July to become the

Material Command providing seamless hfe-cycle E

systems support. Electronic Security Command
became Intelligence Command last October,

-consolidating all Air Force intelligence functions. -

Communications Command hashecome afield. - -
0931’8&1&3 agency; with most-of its personnel. - .

transferring to field commanders who now are
responsible for operating their own
communications and APP support.

Air Mobility Command will have MAC's
intertheater airlift, most of the U.S. based theater

airlift, and most of SAC's tankers. They will focus |

on the overall problem of force mobility or getting
people and equipment to the fight. With fewer
U.S. troops stationed overseas, the AF of the.
future will be required to airlift mlhtary power to
trouble spots within hours.

 The Air Reserve Component (ARC) plays an
important role across the breadth of our activities.
Indeed, although active manpower hasbeen
reduced by more than a quarter since the
mid-1980s; Guard and Reserve personnel
strengths will maintain their current levels even
as the active-component decline'to base force:
levels. In the fighter force, ARC units will grow
from one-third to over 42 percent of the total force

‘by 1995. In the new AF structure, fully 48 percent

of Air Force fighter cockpits will be filled by
Reservists and Guardsmen. During Operatlon -
“Desert Storm” the ARC validated the AF's
confidence in them, but current plans push - :
reliance on the ARC to the mammuman relation to:!
the size of the{otalforcec. . ~

A Education
Schools become more 1mportant
for guardsmen seekmg rank

Sesirde o

ous. For promotion after 1
October, guardsmen must

. people have had the opportu-
nity to go to school. People
who didn't take advantage of
the opportunities are at a dis-

“With the drawdown, edu-
cation is particularly impor-
~“tant,” said Sgt. Maj. John W."
' Holland, the state's schools

have completed a Primary program manager. advantage with the retention
Leadership Development “The biggest thing that's - boards. Education is one of the
Course (PLDC) the basicnon-  going to impact on schoolsis  factors they consider.”
commissioned officers course - the retention boards,” he said. In the Georgia Army Guard,

schools are big business. This
year some $4.5 million will be

(BNOC) or the advanced
- course (ANOC).

“The budget had been pretty
good for the last few years, so

COMMAND SGT. MAJOR BILLY MANNING talks to mem-
bers of the Advanced NCO Course.

spent. “It's safe to say that
almost every Georgia guards-
man is involved in some-
thing,” Holland said. “The
average guardsman has a
requirement to go to some
kind of school almost continu-
ously.”

Most of them are run out of
Macon's Georgia Military
Institute. This year, for exam-
ple, a dozen ANOC and BNOC
courses will be run, each with
about 60 participants. Four
PLDC courses also were
offered, with an average of 108
participants each.

While the first phase of
ANOC and BNOC is held in-
state, guardsmen may be sent
anywhere inthe country for
the second phase. Some engi--

North Dakota for the second
phase.

In addition to the state's on-
going NCO training pro-
grams, special courses are
conducted, usually at annual
training.

More than 200 members of
the 48th Infantory Brigade
(Mech) were trained in the
11M MOS (Bradley Fighting
Vehicle Infantryman) at a
Schoolhouse for the Soldier
program at Ft. Stewart in
August. - :

Most were former members
of the 1st Battalion, 122nd

- Infantry (TLAT) who were

transferring into the brigade.
At the end of the school, which
is conducted in conjunction

. with the U.S. Army Reserves,

SGT. 1st CLASS OBIE F.
KING shoots an azimuth on
the land navigation course

during the Advanced NCO SGT. 1st CLASS ELAINE FITZGERALD takes a break in the »
field during the Advanced NCO Course. (Photos by Sgt. 1st SOLDIERS PRACTICE fuel supply point trazmng as part of
-the Schoolhouse of the Soldier at Fort Stewart.

Course.

Class Willis Mitchell, 124th PAD)

Those wzth 20—plus years reviewed i ~

“neers requiring highly-spe-
d training-were sent.to

guardsmen are awarded the
- 1IM MOS."

Retention boards retire 80 EMs, 30 guard offlcers

By Staff Sgt. ELLIOTT MINOH
124th PA Detachment

Retentlon boards, charged with keeplng only
the best in the era of military downsizing, -
have recommended the release of more than 80 -
enlisted soldiers and approximately 30 officers from
the Georgia Army National Guard.

The boards met in the spring to review the :
records of 662 memlbers with over 20 yetrs' service.’
~ “This should not be viewed as a punitive action,”
said Lt. Col. James A. Bruno, deputy director of per-
sonnel and administration. “The purpose of the
retention board is to keep the best qualified sol- .-
diers. The ones with the best potential and. the
records to back it up will be retained.” :

The retention boards: consxdered pmmanly senior
levekofficersiand NCOs: ¢ild ol OiA odinoes

Retention boards are suppbaeﬁitoarew“ewthe%-

- records of members with over 20 years routinely

every other year.

In April, a six-memberboard that mcluded Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Billy Manning reviewed the records
of 458 enlisted guard members: :

It recommended that 82 be retired, that 119 have

their records reviewed again in a year and that 257 ,

beretained for two more years,

-A second board, made up of three ﬁeld grade ofﬁ-
cers; met in May to review the records of 204 offi-
cers. It recommended the retirement of
approximately 30. S ‘

Manning said the enhsted board had to be more
selective because of downsizing and to ensure

‘upward mobility of top-flight young soldiers.

While nearly everyone will have an opportunity
to serve at least 20 years, continued service will -
dependon umtmeaeg‘bwemmbféfadwamen%atf?
and meétinigiallphysivatardstucutional pegisiresc

ments, Manning said. S
This year board members had a mandate from
Brig. Gen. William P. Bland, the Adjutant General,

to keep only the most quahﬁed Bruno said..

The boards considered such things as mlhtary
and civilian education, fitness and weight, effi-
ciency reports and potential for advancement.

“The primary purpose of the retention board is to
provide for continued upward mobility in the organ-
ization,” said Maj. Donald W. Venn, chief of plans
and actions.

“The biggest thing the board members are
instructed to look for is a soldier's and an officer's
potential. Have they peaked outas far as poten-

‘tial?”?

Those who are not retained can transfer to the
individual ready reserve or to the retired reserve.

wmmw%awwmmMWMm%
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What s next?

Vision 2000 committee examines state;
matches guard units to communities

hy is a National Guard unit in your home-
town?

Does the population support it? What about the
future?

Those are the kinds of questions pondered by
Vision 2000, a group of officers and senior NCOs
representing major commands and State Head-
quarters staff sections.

Their job, explams Lt. Col. Richard H. Stokes,
who served as vice chairman
of the committee, was to
reinvent the Georgia Guard.

‘While there were guide-
lines, the planners were told
to “consider any and all
options, as if the Guard
didn't exist,” Stokes said.

They worked for nine
weeks, with the 12 commit-
tee members meeting in
small groups as much as four
times per week.

They examined communities, umts and regions.
“We wanted to try to make sure a Guard unit was
available to every Georgian although it might' not
be in his home county.”

By studying current commuting patterns, they

discovered that most all guardsmen in non-head-

quarters units live in the county where the armory .

is located, or an adjoining county. They, therefore,

-sought to put units within 25 miles of everybody —

or, roughly, a 30-minute maximum commute.
They also explored ways to expand the recruit-
ment pool. Most all units in South Georgia, for

“example, are combat units. Is it possible to relocate

some units that can recruit women? Those are the
kinds of questions they asked.

The panel discovered that a population of 22,000

is the minimum needed to support a Guard com--
pany. But “some locations have less than that now
and they have excellent support records for the
-Guard, so you can't look at the people base alone,”
Stokes said.

Another con51derat10n, in demdmg howtoreactto

downsizing, is cost. “We looked at the cost to retrain

a unit if we moved them,” he said. “We tried to keep .

the cost of relocations to 'a minimum and to use
existing skills as much as possible,” he said.-

Therefore, in considering the kind of unit to move’

to Winder, for example, planners took note of the
existing infantry skills in the TLAT battalion.

~ The committee's work is des1gned to guide the -
state’ tlxrough current and future downsxzmg, now
scheduled to run through fiscal year 1995.

Where to put units not a crap shoot

A s the Georgia Guard shrinks in size, planners
evaluate how to do it most effectively, with the
least possible impact on guardsmen, their families
and communities where they live.

They debate options — saying, for example, if the
primary goal is to accomplish a specific objective,
what's the best way to go about it?

Here are five possible ways to go:

+ Eliminate all separate detachments and units
in areas too thinly populated to support a National
Guard presence. -

. * No separate units would have detachments,
but detachments would be allowed in battalions
with organic companies. Use the best possible pop-
ulation support base. And, maintain only two of the
present three flight facxhtles.

* Provide the best possible.command and control
in the state, with priority to the 48th Infantry Bri-
gade (Mech). Protect the lineage of the Chatham
Artillery. Demographxcs would be a second priority.

* Place units in areas where the population
exists to support them.

* The best possible command and control for the :
state.

Ineach 1nstance the ram1ficatlons are debated
by planners. Strengths and weaknesses of each
approach are weighed.

Numbers tell one story. But, in the end, it's not a
science. It's people and families and communities.
Does your community support you? o

Decisions can't be made by the numbers. But
planners do, as a starting point, construct a demo-
graphic profile of all Guard communities.

Here's what the numbers tell:

* Current National Guardsmen/women in the
county.

. Guardsmen/vgomen living in adjommg RS

counties. A

* Male population prOJected in 1996 and 2000.
20(')()County populatmn prOJectlons 1n 1996 and

* Percent of h1gh school graduates entermg mll
itary service.

-* Percent passing armed forces entry tests. |

* Percent of current population in the local
Guard unit.

- Each unit is profiled, too. Especially 1mportant is.
historical strength. Half of all units are at 95 per-
cent of authorized strength or better. The units
with the most severe strength problems ranged
from 56.6 to 80.6 percent strength. :

| Guidance to the planners

Planners operated with guidance from the AdJu-
tant General, Brig. Gen. William P, Bland Jr.

His current command intent: :

* No armories will be closed. ,

+ Utilize existing personnel to fill every vacancy
possible.

* Every attempt will be made to provide every
guardsman/woman job opportunity, both the full-
timers and the part-timers.

* Combat readiness will not suffer.

~ Instructions from National Guard Bureau

Maj. Gen. Raymond F. Rees, director of National
Guard Bureau, had some specific instructions for
planners,

The key points:

* Ensure we provide for displaced soldiers and
families.

"« High-quality soldlers must be encouraged to
continue. ,

* Unsatisfactory performers must be expedi-
tiously processed for discharge.

..+ Planning for and accommodating dlsplaced sol-

diers and famlhes should be a high: pnonty

4in the 166th Malntenamce

{ riot control and natural dis-

| are a lot of people still in who

What soldiers say ...

“It hasn 't affected me yet If
| they are going to downsize,
that's fine — as long as they |
W { don't cut money for training.”
d —Staff Sgt. Craig Ott,

'
i

Police Company

“If they get rid of the people
that aren't very good, then §

they won't have to bother sol- BB
diers that really want to be in
the guard.” —Spec. William 8
A. Hall, Hinesville, mechanic §

Company.

“Personally, I'll have to work

harder — get my schools in, |
‘my PT score higher — keep
‘ahead of the cuts.” —Spec.

Christopher B. Bishop,
Atlanta, medical admin. spe-

cialist in the 138th Medmal
~ Company

“We should eep the same’
size. Our mission as a state
militia hasn't changed, i.e.,

asters. If we downsize to
much we may jeopardize that
mission,” —Sgt. Thomas
Washington, 2nd Battalion,
214th Field Artillery.

“Two good things that will
come out of this is — one;
-some of the higher ranking
NCOs will retire freeing slots
thatwill allow for junior sol-
diers to be promoted: — two;
the majority of soldiers will
pick up a secondary MOS
which will make them more
flexible for promotion pur-
poses,” —Sgt. Dennis Mul-
key, Atlanta, HQ STARC.

“A lot of young soldiers are

getting out because there's no
place forthem to go (advance-
ment). Hopefully the reor-
ganization will open some
slots for these soldiers. We
lose good ones every day. The
retention boards need to
tighten up on PT standards
and weight control —- there.

Jjust don't measure up,”
—Staff Sgt. Chris Gaudry,
'2nd Battalion, 214th Field
Artillery.

Duluth, 178th- M111tary -

Relieved that they were weren't nieeded

IF THE GUARDSMEN MOBILIZE for riot control, they will travel in
- trucks and have to learn to exit the vehicles quickly, as members of the

‘, Scout platoon of Headquarters Company of the 1st Battalion, 108th

Armor practzce at Fort Gzllem.

jail when he received an important phone call;

Guardsmen came from 10 communities
Guardsmen mobilized during the three days of looting and vio-
lence in Atlanta drill at armories in Calhoun, Canton, Cedartown,

Dalton, Douglas, Covington, Gamesvﬂle, Wmder, Washmgton
and Atlanta.

TO PREPARE HIM-
SELF for anything that
may happen, Staff Sgt.
Greg A. Cady, a Brad-
ley vehicle commander
in the scout Platoon of
Headquarters Com-
pany of the 1st Batta-
_lion, 108th Armorand a
car salesman from Dal-
ton, practices move-
ments with the stick
and wears a flack jacket
at Fort Gzllem.

Guardsmen ready to face riot challenge;

By Spec. EMORY MINOR
124th PA Detachment

TLANTA Ga. — Deputy Charles R. Ward
was guardmg prisoners at the Polk County

Raymond Deblois was on duty at Northside
Hospital when he received a similar call..
Ward and Deblois were among 1,000 members

-of the Georgia Army National Guard who where.

mobilized by Gov. Zell Miller to protect lives and
property during three days of looting and violence

 in Atlanta.

The turmoil i in Atlanta and several other U.S.
cities was in response to the acquittal of four white
Los Angeles police officers who had been -

~videotaped beating black motorist Rodney King.

~ Spec. Ward, a tank driver in Bravo Company,
1st Battalion, 108th Armor in Cedartown, said his
coworkers clapped and his mother cried when they
learned that he might be called on to mamtam

~order in the city.

Deblois, a medic with D Company, 1st

- Battalion, 122nd Infantry in Gainesville, said he

had Joked about the possibility of a-call-up and two.

hours later he was told to report to his unit. -
Deblois, the Guard's Soldier of the Year in 1990,

said he was apprehensive but hopeful they would

~ arrive in time to make a difference.

Miller mobilized guard members from three
north Georgia units Thursday evening after
_youths went on a rampage in downtown Atlanta,
smashmg windows, beating people and | -

ing cars. Sporadic clashes were reported
betwe 1 police and demonstrators on Friday and

, Saturday ‘Guard members were never sent into
‘the c1ty'because pohce were able to mamtam

" Units- affected by the call-up were the 1st
Battalion, 108th Armor, headquartered in
Calhoun, the 1st Battahon, 122nd Infantry
headquartered in Winder and the 190th MP
Company of Atlanta.

“We are glad the mission didn't go off, but
disappointed we could not help Mayor Maynard -
Jackson and the local police,” said Lt. Col. Allan
O'Rouke, commander of the 108th. -
~ During the three days of state active duty, the
guardsmen slept in an armory on Confederate
Ave. and in warehouses on Fort Gillem. They .
practiced riot control and amused themselves by
batting balls with their riot batons and tossing
horseshoes. Some crowded around a television .
Saturday afternoon to watch a Braves game.

“I'm glad we didn't have to be used; it's better to
be bored then for someone to get hurt ” saxd
Deblms.

MEMBERS OF THE SCOUT PLATOON for Headquarters Company of the 1st Battalion, 108th
- Armor progctice: getting into. riot-controlformations to limitie rfusioniif & real situation occu s at Fort
Gillem. (Photos by, Spec. Eric D: Johnsong 124th PAD) -

SPEC. IRA DOUGHTY of River-

1ST LT. DAN PEABODY of

- Smyrna, a member of the 190th

MP Company, says that being
called-up for riot control is routine
since he-is a police officer in the
cwzlzan world.

SFC. ELIZAH LOR, of
Unzon Czty, is a:member of. the
190th MP Company. “I was at

-work when I got called.:We are cit-
" izens and we may have-to face citi-

zens or maybe people we know.” .

dale, a member of the 190th MP
Company, says there was a senseof
uncertainty about the call-up.
“You don't know how the situation
can escalate. I just hope for the

best.”
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Leftovers from 116th
Feeding the Hungry

The 116th Fighter Wing at Dobbins has
become the first Atlanta-area military unit to
donate leftover food from week drills to the
“Atlanta Table,” a project of the Atlanta Com-
munity Food Bank.

The project was initiated by Master Sgt.

“Philip Bersch, president of the local chapter of

the Non-commissioned Officers Graduate Asso-
ciation and MSgt Charles Pritchett of the 116th
Services Flight.

The “Atlanta Table” began in 1987 to address

! the problems of local hunger. More than 200

local restaurants, caterers, hotels, hospitals
and other food service prov1ders partlclpate
donating from 20 to 1,000 pounds of prepared
food per pickup. -

Honoring Champions

A Savannah high school has been cited for
outstanding athletic performance by members

of the 117th Air Control Squadron. Recruiters - |

Master Sgt. Greg Gray and Tech Sgt. Kelly
Smith presented Johnson High School's basket-
ball team and its coaches with a congratulatory

plaque and letter. The team won the State -

AAAA basketball championship.

The Durable C-130

Marietta's Lockheed Aeronautical Systems
Company has delivered its 2,000th C-130 Her-
cules aircraft, this one going to the Kentucky
Air National Guard ‘The C-130 is the longest
running aircraft production line in the aviation
industry. More than 60 countries fly it.

“Foots‘tevps to Follow

- Staff Sgt. Margaret N. Johnson, a secure-tel-
ecommunications systems technician with
Brunswick's 224th Joint Communications Sup-

port Squadron, was presented an associate of

arts degree from Commumty College of the A1r
Force in ceremonies at Glynco Jetport.

The two-year degree in electronic systems
technology was earned by combining credits
achieved through Air Force technical training

schools and Brunswick and Valdosta State Col- ‘

leges. ~
Graduation speaker Dr. Morgan Stapleton,

vice president of academic affairs at Brunswick-

College, praised the commitment of Sergeant
Johnson. She spoke, as well, of the credibility of
the Community College of the Air Force within
the academic community and encouraged the
200 assembled Air National Guard members to

follow in Johnson's footsteps.

Johnson lives in Savannah and is employed
by Barrett Oil Distributors as a systems man-
ager. Her parents, Wayne and Margaret John-

also participated in the

3 Wh‘eeler, theatate smmmxssmnenmf Vetertmé

LT COL BARRY BEIRIG, left the pzlot ofan F-15 that crashedin the Great Smoky Mountains National
‘Park, joins 116th Fighter Wing commander Col. Stephen Kearney, right, in honoring Rangers Steven
Kloster and Jack Piepenbring. The rangers received the Georgia Medal of Valor for their role in the rescue.

Two get Medal of Valor

Park rangers cited for rescue
of downed Air Guard pll()t

t was a rescue that would have made television's
MacGyver proud, said one newspaper.

Two national park rangers rappelled from a
hovering helicopter on a cold January day toreach
the pilot of a Georgia Air National Guard plane that
crashed in the Great Smoky Mountams National
Park.

'For their heroics, Rangers Jack Plepenbrmg and

. Steven Kloster have been awarded the Georgia

Medal of Valor by Brig. Gen. William P. Bland,
Georgia's Adjutant General. Also present was the
pilot of the downed F-15, Lt. Col. Barry Beirig, and
the commander of the 1 16th Fighter Wing, Col.
Stephen Kearney.

The two rangers were cited for their role in

‘ rescuing Beirig after two F-15 Eagle jet aircraft

collided while on a training mission over the North
Carolina section of the park.

One aircraft was able to make an emergency
landing at McGhee-Tyson Airport in Knoxville.
Beirig's F-15 was critically damaged and crashed
into a remote area of the park after Beirig ejected.

The pilot, clad only in a flight suit and light
Jjacket, parachuted into the park unharmed.
Tempe}ratures\dipped below 10 degrees that day

’ and Beirig landed miles from the nearest roa\d;

Beirig called for assistance using a portable radio

-and guided a‘Tennessee Air National Guard

helicopter to him. Dense vegetation made it -

- impossible to land, so Rangers Kloster and.
- Piepenbring had to rappel about 150 feet down to
_assist the pilot.

To reach safety, they\ gulded h1m four mﬂes

- through rugged terrain and thickets of -

rhododendron to the nearest trail and then two
more miles to the road.

Rappelling from a hovering helicopter mto trees

is a hazardous maneuver rarely undertaken. “It
was a tremendous relief to see that hehcopter,” said
Beirig.

“The Georgia Medal of Valor was created to

“recognize heroic acts performed by members of the
Army National Guard and the Air National Guard,”

Kearney said. “The events of 15 January were so
compelling we felt compelled to honor these two
rangers for their acts.”

In addition to the Georgia Medal of Valor, the two
rangers were also given an Exemplary Act Award .
by the U.S. Department of the Interior..

eteran guardsmen who served on active duty
during war time, including Operation Desert

Storm, are eligible for a free Georgia driver's license A

under a state law which went into effect July 1.
To qualify for the free license, a guardsman had
to be on active duty during an armed conflict, but

- not necessarily assxgned to a unit or division which

directly participated in the conflict.

-Also, you must have entered the National Guard
in Georgia, and be a résident of the state at the time
.of application for the license, according to Pete

‘Guard vets eligible for free license

If you entered the National Guard in another
state, you must be a resident of Georgia for five

consecutive years to be eligible for the free license. .

Members or former members of the National

Guard who have at least 20 years of service are also
“eligible for the free license. '

Also eligible for the license are spouses}of

disabled veterans who do not have driver's licenses,

or the unremarried spouses of deceased veterans.
Veterans who feel they qualify should take their

dxscharge ‘papers (DD-214 form) to any office of the

Georg1a De ment of Veter,ans Semce for.

~ for the first public showing of

Y 16th Flghter ng Famlly

ids of all ages scrambled -
to have their pictures
made in the cockpit of an F-15
or standing beside the F-22
during Family Day at Dobbms ‘
Air Force Base.
More than 1,500 guardsmen
and their families showed up

the Air Force's next genera-
tion tactical fighter, the F-22,
which is to be built next door
at Lockheed Aeronautical
Systems Co.

Display of the F-22 at the

Day marked its first appear-
ance at a non-Air Force gath-
ering. It is one of only two
prototypes built. The second
was damaged in May in a
crash at Edwards A1r Force
Base, Calif.

In addition to the F-22,

- another 15 combat aircraft

were on display, includinga

, v1ntage Chinese jet fighter.

Two World War II Air Force
tramers currently used to

- provide real—hfe combat simu- -
“lation to paying customers at
. Charhe Brown Alrport werea -

\ AMERICA'S NEXT GENERATION TACTICAL FIGHTER — the F-22 — made its first public
' appearance at Famzly Day activities in June at Dobbins Air Force Base.

Family Day at Dobbins

Public gets ﬁrst look at F-22 prototype

- source of great interest, as

were two F-16s from the 169th

- Fighter Group, which saw

action in Operation Desert

- Storm.

Aircraft from the Air Force

‘Reserve, Marines and Army

were also on display.
Highlight of the day was the
traditional five-kilometer

Family Day foot race for

guardsmen and serious run-
ners. Staff Sgt. Perry Doyle, a
member-of the 116th CAMS,

- won the race for the second

& employed by the 116th Weap-.

THE FUTURE AIR SUPERIORITY FIGHTER of the
U.S. Air Force is closely examined by F-15 pilot Maj. Scott
Hammond and future pilot, three-year-old Joshua, at the
Family Day activities for the 11 6TFW. -

18:06. Maj. Cynthia Islin, also
of the 116th CAMS, was the
first female guardsman to
cross the finish hne

In addltlon to the race and
static displays, which
included vintage automobiles,
live firepower demonstrations
‘showeased the field tactics

ons Systems Security Flight.
The Cobb County Police

- Department's K-9 unit pre-

sented attack demonstra-
tions. -

 Families were treated to a
lunch of hotdogs-and hambur-
gers, while being serenaded -
- by an afternioon of music by

- the 530th An' Force Band. .

Brunswmk unit ass1sts Afrlcan relief effort

By Maj. DONALD N.
EDMANDS JR. \
224th Joint Communlcaﬂons o
Squadron

A ssisting international -
relief efforts is becoming
routine for the 224th Joint

Communications Squadron at
Glynco Jetport in Brunswick.
For the third time in three

years, the Georgia Air guards- -

men have responded to an”

appeal for assistance in load-

ing emergency relief supplies.
The relief supplies for war-

By Spec. ERIC D,
JOHNSON
124th PA Detachment:

he Georgia National
Guard joined forces with

provide relief to the hurri-
cane-ravaged areas of south
Florida after Andrew hit in
late August.

“The National Guard
Bureau tasked the Georgia
Guard to provide equipment
support to the Florida ‘
National Guard,” said Lt. Col.
(P) Robert Ban’d the Director

- of Loglstlcs for the Georgla
Guard

rxot control’ after #éports of -

the Florida National Guard to

“The Georgla Guard sent 293

ﬂak jackets and 299 batons for a cordm

In South Florida, too,
‘Georgia Guard helps

heavy looting, according to Lt.
Col. Phillip Glise, the trans-
portation officer in the Deputy
Chief of Staff-Directorate of
Logistics.

Fort Stewart also sent thou-
sands of Meals Ready to Eat
(MRESs) and Tray Rations (T-
Rats) to the devastated area.

A C-130 H cargo plane from
the 125th Fighter Group and

- Operational Support Aircraft

of the Florida Air National
Guard out of Jacksonville
landed at Wright Army Air-
field at Fort Stewart to pick up
‘the supplies August 25. The
plane then went to Dobbins
"Air Force Base in Marietta for
more supplies, then dropped
them off at Opaloca, Fla.,
which is Just north of M1am1,

_torn Zaire were being shipped

by MAP International, a non-
profit health and rehef organ-

‘ization with international

headquarters at Glynco.

MAP had been requested by
the U.S. State Department's
Office of Foreign Assistance to

1 airlift the medical and other

supplies valued at $3.5 million

| which had been donated by

various American health care

| companies.
To load the plane, squadron :

members volunteered to help
supervise MAP employees as
they built and netted the pal-
lets. The guardsmen then took

SRR

over and quickly loaded the
commercial DC-8 freighter

with 14 pallets. MAP employ-
ees, meanwhile, loaded sacks

of flour, which had been
donated by another humani-
tarian relief organization.
“The shipment to Zaire
would not have taken place
had the guardsmen not pro-

~vided their equipment and

expertise to help load the air-
plane,” said Larry Glass,
MAP's director of relief.
The shipment was not the
first time the 224th had been
- called for help. In 1989, they
loaded a Boeing 727 with $1.6

MAJ. RAYMOND J. KING Logzstzcs Ofﬁcer for the 224th :
| Joint Communications Support Squadron, assists the DC-8
| Edadmaster:in: doading oneof the 14ipallets of medical supplies
destined for Zaire. (Photo by: Mcv’ﬁ&ial N. Edmands Jr ).

million in medical supplies
and food destined for Panama
during Operation Just Cause.

And in 1990, while dis-
patching personnel on Opera-
tion Desert Shield, the unit
loaded a Boeing 707 with $2
million in medical supplies
bound for Liberia.




THE CO. B 878’1‘1{ is extendzng the runway by 250 meters on each side. Here, fkey are paekmg

the dirt and gravel to prepare for layzng the asphalt. 4
Engineers pave way
to good relations

hree weeks of sun, sand

and water. It sounds like
a vacation. But, for members
of the 265th Engineer Group,
headquartered in Manetta, it
is hard work. '

mountainous area and half
working in a flat, sandy area
of the country. Company C of -

- the 560th Engineer Battalion

of LaGrange, also spent its
annual training in sandy

Southwest Asia.

Georgia Army national The northern group,
Guard engineers are spendmg working at a host nation
their annual training in the airbase, prepared a site for a
desert — a Southwest Asian  K-Span building for storage
desert. Various engineering and began extending the
projects are giving soldiersthe runway. “We're building a site
opportunity to train ina harsh up with fill dirt and paving it
desert environment. .- * i " with asphalt for the K-Span

. o g : building and extending the

During the month of July,

engineers from Company B of runway 250 meters on each

the 878th Engineer Battalion, end,” said First Lt. James
Kammerdlener, the

headquartered in " horizontal bracti
Sandersville, separated with 1° r1zonla ?ionsf ruCc 1on
half Workmg in a dusty, ~ platoon leader for Company B

THE
ENGINEERS

Mission: business as usual at AT

What they're domg
The engineer project, called Eastern Castle '92, is a joint
Army-Air Force exercise to improve the host nation's infra-

structure and to demonstrate the benefits of continuing a
military relationship with the U.S.

. The orgamzatmn

The engineer task force is commanded by the Georgla
Guard's 265 Engineer Group. It includes Georgia's 878th
Engineer Bn. and its 560th Engineer Bn., the active Army's
92nd Engineer Bn., and the U.S. Air Force's 823rd Red Horse
Civil Engineer Squadron.

Their projects

« The 878th and the 823rd are extendmg a runway by 500
meters.

ture artificial hmbs and orthopedic braces.
Workmg conditions :

The desert environment is inhospitable, makmg construe-
tion work demanding and training realistic. Daytime tem- |
peratures reach 138 degrees Fahrenheit. Winds of 30 to 70
miles per hour hinder construction and cause longer work
days. The dnve between work s1tes i
_hours.

 The 92nd is constructing a prosthetlcs lab to manufac-

The southern group was
also concentrated at an
airbase. “We're building two
K-Span buildings for storage,
expanding the road by 2
kilometers and improving a
range house,” said Lt. Col.
Henry Chapman, the
battalion commander for the

'878th Engineer Battalion,

headquartered in Augusta.

The desert environment
makes the workday a
challenge. “This annual

. training gives us the
opportunity to get familiar .

with this type of environment
and the difficulties training in
it,” said Chapman. The 560th
Engmeer s First Sgt. Guy -
Crowe added, “We're working
from sunrise to noon and then
fromGpm to 9 p.m. But,
we're getting used to the heat
and doing without
necessities.”

The local people have
proven to be very helpful to
the U.S. soldiers. The
southern task force
commander, Capt. John

‘Heath of the 265th Engineer

Group said, “The people have
been very helpful. They seem
very grateful that we are here

and very eager to share their-

culture.”

Several Active Army .
engineers accompanied the
878th and 560th to evaluate
their progress and overall
training. “T'o compare them to
a regular Army unit, these
soldiers are accomplishing
missionsjust asgood and even
superior to anactive duty
unit,” said First Lt. Paul

Olsen of the 43rd Engmeermg‘

Battalion at Fort Benning.

- “Their motivation, drive and

teanivi"ork carries them
through.”

The engmeermg units are
rotatingin and out of the .

“country every two to three

weeks. The projects are due to
be.complete by -
mid-September.

FAC R S

A MEMBER OF THE 878TH surveys the runway site and
reports the progress to the platoon leaders N

Storles and photos by Sgt. K1mberly Ryan, ,
- 124th PA Detachment

" Southwest A C ‘good experience. “This ismy .
9# ‘ w st Asla. first time overseas. Overall,
- “We have not had any you can tough the weather

- seem to be fairly liberated and appreciate homeand . .
_they understand thérole of

THE CO B, 878TII is spreadmg the asphalt for the K- -span building to be used for storage on the
azrbase. : .

IN THE SOUTHERN REGION, the Co. B, 878th sets up its base camp in the mzddle ‘of a sandy,
flat desert : . . :

Women in the desert
Female engineers say trek

not a problem for them

the female in the Army,” said
Sgt. Paula Marlatt of 878th

Headquarters, who has been
in the country for two

he women are veiled,

rarely allowed to leave
the home and restrictedin
most everything they do. But,

the women in the 878th rotations — 36 days.
Engineer Battalion, _ Only 10 females out of a
headquartered in Augusta, group of 120 soldiers spent the
are being treated just like _ month of July in the Middle
the1r male co-workers East, but no problems have

been reported. “I haven't been
treated differently,” said Sgt.
Yvonne Grant, who works in
communications for the
company,

Grant said it has been a

These female soldlers are
Georgia Army national Guard
meinbers and they are domg
their annual training in the
harsh desert conditions of

problems here. The people out, but it really has made me

MEMBERS OF CO. B, 878TH try one of the local agricultural

products — dates.

Leave it to the supply
sergeant to befriend
the local vendors

In the middle of a desert, far from what we know as civ-
ilization, the most important aspect of survival is supply.
~ The supply section of the 560th Engineer Battalion was
prepared for anything. The group sent an advanced group
‘of 24 soldiers and one of them, Sgt. Larry Easom, a supply
sergeant for Company D, began to set up the supply sys-
tem.
“We set up a 'schematic of the mil vans prlor to coming
so that we can find supplies easily,” said Easom. “The only
“real problem we've had is obtaining ice, but everything i is
going pretty well.% ‘

The key to Easom's success, however, is dealing with the
local people. Easom handles the rations, water, laundry,
etc. and with great ease due to his rapport with the local
vendors. While dropping off the laundry, Easom never
Eefuses to have tea w1th the gentleman in charge of laun-

ry.

Easom doesn't speak the language, but frlendlmess
seems to communicate his intentions. “I've met some local
people and some British people. I've made some good
friends here, 'said Easom, who will spend a total of two
months in the country.

-THE NORTHERN AERBASE nestled.in tke mountazns The runway is bezng extended and
two; K .span buildings are belng erected

¢
{
]
{
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Shots, pills, physwa S AMBULANCE

the138th does it all |
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By Spec. y Spec. ERIC D. "JOHNSON
124th PA Detachment

edic. On the battlefield the medlc may be the
. difference between life and death.

“When a soldier is wounded, the combat medic's
job is to stabilize and transport the soldier to
another line of treatment, like the 138th Medical
Co.,” said Cadet Jennifer L. Splinter, a 138th medic.

After the soldier's condition is stabilized, he's
sent to a Medical company for up to 72 hours, then
to a Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH) and,
usually within a week, to a rear area hospital.

“We are very mobile and can move within eight
hours,” said First Sgt. Marion Washington, a nurse
at Grady Memorial Hospital's burn unit in Atlanta.

In addition to its wartime mission, the 138th per-
forms other critical tasks. “On drill weekends we do
physicals, regular training, provide medical sup-
port for units going to rifle ranges and we also do
shot missions (updatmg shots at units),” Washing-
ton said.

While at F't. Stewart for annual training, “we are
doing something we have been asking to do for a
number of years,” said Capt. John E. Hughey, exec-
utive officer and acting commander.

“We are getting our basic medics some clinical
training,” explained Hughey, a police supervisor for
the City of Atlanta. “We have about 60 people
farmed out: to different medical settings doing some

A 138TH MEDIC, SPEC. JAMES J. PILGRIM
III, draws a blood sample from a patient during
clinical training at Hunter Army Azrﬁeld in Savan-
nah,

hands-on training with active duty personnel.”

Besides hands-on training, members of the 138th
run the National Guard Training Center dispen- -
sary every year during annual training. They take
in heat injuries and other medical emergencies
from the field and run morning sick call.

While the work may seem routine, there is some-
thing special about the unit, members say.

Spec. Donna D. Fuller of L1thon1a, a licensed
practmal nurse, descrlbes it. “The fact that we can

SPEC.JOHN W. LANE, a pharmacist in the 138th
Medical Co. and a mental health specialist in Dah-
lonega, carefully fills a prescription during sick call
;%) Stewart. (Photos by Spec. Eric Johnson, 124th

all work together and as a family is what makes thls ’

unit special,” she said.

»“We don't make much money, so there has to be
some form of enjoyment. Unconditional love and
respect for others — that's what makes this unit
‘special,” said Spec. Thomas Lee Gibson, a medic -
who serves as an operating room technician-at the
Veterans Administration Hospxtal in Columbus.

Chemlcal warfalr — the eight-minute difference

SGT. JIM ROSE of Wathinsville and Sgt. Michael
A. Reid of Athens try to determine the type of chemi-
cal threat they have encountered during a training .

- sexercise dt Ft. Stewart‘ (leto éy,Sgt‘iMmkehs,

124th PAD) ~

By Spec. &ERIC D JOHNSON
124th PA Detachment s

ight minutes can be an eternity. Or, if you're
trying to don chemical protective clothing, it
passes in a flash.

“They have eight mmutes to put on their top, bot-
tom, boots and gloves,” said Staff Sgt. Carlos A.
Bradshav’v of Athens, the nuclear, biological and
chemical (NBC) noncommlssmned officer for Mon-
roe's 178th Mlhtary Police Co.

During this year's annual training, the Monroe
unit was evaluated on the effectiveness of its NBC
program.

Bradshaw's role in the Army Training Evalua-
tion Program (ARTEP) was to evaluate teams, like
that consisting of Sgt. Michael A. Reid of Athens,
Sgt. Jim Rose of Watkmsvﬂle, and Spec. Paul
Hammes of Athens.

For one exercise, Sgt. First Class Keith Glass of
Monroe, a platoon sergeant, gave the three-man
team an operations order to find and mark a con-
taminated area near a bridge. -

“They don't know what hazards they may
encounter,” Bradshaw said under his breath.

Suddenly the vehicle with the NBC team -
stopped. “You want to stop 100 to 150 meters before
the contaminated area because of the weather,
wind or rain,” Rose told the evaluator.

“Because of the heat, go ahead and stopjust

that you would have donned your MOPP (mission-
oriented protective posture) gear here.”

Just shy of the bridge, the team stopped to put on
their protective clothing, thick, bulky suits with-
rubber gloves, boots and gas mask Eight minutes
is the maximum time allowed. “Then they have

nine seconds.to.clear and seal thepmtectwe.mast o

with an extra, m@n&smﬁhe heodavers?
Bradshaw said,

before the bridge,” Bradshaw told the team. “I know

Suited up, the team approached the bridge. Rosey
and Reid moved toward the water while Hammes
stayed behind to provide security. “Through using
the M8A1 (automatic chémical detector), they come

-upon the actual area of contamination,” Bradshaw -

explained.

“At that time, they use the M256 kit to determine
the type of chemical agent. They must determine
the type of chemical, mark the boundaries and 50
meters beyond that for warning.”

Rose checked his water sample. “I think it's a
nerve agent,” he said.

Rose and Reid then marked the contaminated
area, carefully placing the date and time of the test.

After marking the area, passing the information
back and decontaminating themselves, the team
got the word.

They were right. They passed. And on the chemi-
cal battlefield they would have survived.

. SGT.FIRST CLASS KEITH GLASS of Monroe's
178th Military Police Co., gives an operation order
to.an NBC team going out to the field during a chem-

ical-threat training exerczse. ( Photo by Spee.vEmiD
Ohnson, 124th PAD). - »:
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An Olympic role for one of

Georgia Guard's new units?

By Spec. JOHNNY CAIN
124th PA Detachment :

A year and a half ago, there wasn't a stitch of
clothing — nothing,” says Capt. Tom Cobb,

_operations officer for one of the Georgia Army

Guard's newest units, the 148th Medical Co. (Air
Ambulance.)

By this fall, the un1t is expected not only to have
allits clothmg and equipment, but to be
mission-capable as well, -

While conducting annual training this year at Ft.
Stewart, the company has placed particular
emphasis on training with night vision goggles.

. “I've got 20 folks working at night to support the
NVG (night vision goggles) qualification,” said Maj.
Greg Dunne, 148th company commander. “That's a
significant opportunity.” »

The new company, which is headquartered at
Marietta's Dobbins Air Force Base, has obtained
the services of two nurses from Atlanta's 117th
Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH). The
nurses are attached to the company indefinitely to
conduct the 148th's ongoing cross-training program
between medics and crew chiefs.

“We have our crew chiefs and medics paired up,”

MEMBERS OF THE 148TH train to “down load” szured soldiers during annual training at Ft. Stewart’s
Wright Army Airfield. The unit also flew training missions to Ft Stewart's Winn Army Communzty Hospital.

(Photo by Spec. Johnny Cain, 124th PAD)

-

said First Lt. Sherry Schacke, full-time director of
specialty services at Athens Regional Medical
Center. “We're doing cross-training on both sides.
The crew chiefs have been very helpful about

getting the medics up to speed; and the medics-are -

working real hard with the crew chiefs.”
“Basically we try to have fun when we're training.

- And I think that's important because each is pretty

much overwhelmed with the other's job.”
Like any helicopter unit, the 148th must

‘maintain its aircraft. »Initially,rthe‘company

‘| designed night vision goggles
(NVG) prevmusly blind pilots can six to eight hours. ,
see. ~ They present the viewer with
an illuminated representation of
daylight in darkness. Although
the details may not be as sharp as
during normal daylight, the
viewer can see reasonably well.

lited in the sense that the pilot
{1oses some degree of depth per-

lhave to have aminimum of 10

I see, said the (night) blind
man.
With the Army's specially-

- “It's just like having a telev1-
sion set stuck on your forehead,”
said CWO2 Paul E. Wade, safety ,
officer for Marietta's 148th Medi-
cal Co. (Air Ambulance).

_Although the equipment is lim-

ceptlon the goggles allow pilots to
fly in some of the darkest condi-
tions in the middle of the night.
“It's actually lots of fun to train
with these things,” Wade said.
“And I'd say this training is every
bit as important as the medical- -
related training we've been domg
as pilots.” -
Night vision goggle trammg
represents a significant require-
ment the recently-formed 148th-.
must complete prior to becoming
fully mission-capable. - ,
“We've platooned the trainees .
out separately,” said Capt Tom
Cobb, operations officer. “They

hours of training. And we'd like

“It's just like having a television
set stuck to your forehead’

them to have 14.”
" The goggles, which are

‘motunted on the pilot's helmet,

can be worn comfortably for about said Wade, a training develop-

"VETERAN HELICOPTER PILkO'T CWO04 TUCK
- MIDDLEBROOK attaches night vision goggles to hzs ﬂzght
ortoa mght‘*trammg %zséwwtfﬁ‘mstewart s o2 i

“When you first put them on,
you need some time to under-
stand what you're looking at,”

- ment manager for aircraft manu-
facturer McDonnel-Douglas Corp.
Since the 148th undoubtedly
will be called upon to perform

be without this trammg,” Wade
said.

night medevacs “we can't affordto |

_converted its fleet of UH-1H “Huey” choppers for
‘meadevac operations. Since the company's
maintenance unit has carried the ball. s
“The birds are holding up real well,” said Sgt.
First Class James Harrell, Aviation Unit -
‘Maintenance platoon sergeant “Anything to do
with the airframe, we repair.”
The company took five of its 10 hehcopters to

-annual training. According to Harrell, the 148th is-

scheduled to be outfitted with up to 15 aircraft.
" After completing its short-term-training goals,
the 148th can be called on to support stateside

- -medevacoperations and could be utilized, if needed

to support the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta.
~ “We are training toward that goal,” explained
-Dunne. “Iwould imagine that we would be called up-
_ to be placed on medevac stand-by at any one of the
numbers of locations (where Olympic events may be
held). Having 12-15 aircraft, we could support four

~ or five different locations.”

“Formed on 1 October 1990, the 148th is now at
: about 95 percent strength '

PORTED by air, proper bracing is essential. Sgt.

- Jason Armstrong (standing) and Staff Sgt. Phillip
Dowdy practice on Second Lt. James Asher while
First Lt. Linda McGahagan observes. McGahagan,

s nurseonlogh from,the 117th Mobile Army Surgi-

cal Hospttal evaluates their medical techniques.

BEFORE A PATIENT CAN BE TRANS-

i
¢
!
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By Spec GREG HOLLEY
48th Brigade PAO

ort Stewart, Ga. — The
48th brigade is back in
action. )

The brigade; which has not
trained as atotal element
since its activation during
Operatlon Desert Shield/
Storm, is back with a new
training focus.*

It's called Operation Bold
Shift. Derived from lessons -
learned from the conflict in
the gulf, the new focus puts
the emphasxs on-the individ-
ual soldier and small-team_
staff training rather than-
higher levels of operation.at
battalion or brigade levels.

One benefit: the 24th Divi-
sion aids the brigade with
instructors and other man-

dier to partlcxpate inthe
training, rather than all the
technicalities involved in set-
ting it up and making it hap-
pen. ‘

~“The real benefit outside of
training to standard,” said
Brigadier Gen. James D.
Davis, commander of the 48th
Brigade, “is the watchful eyes
and expertise of the 24th Divi-
sion soldlers.

The bngade, which per-

- formed annual training on 15-

29 August, spent.the majority
of its time in the field polish- -
ing skills such as land naviga-
tion, upkeep of tracked and. . -
wheeled vehicles, individual
section operatlons and per--
sonal weapons qualification. -

Many state and national
dignitaries have had their
eyes on the 48th and the suc-

power, allowmg the 48th's sol- cess of its new style of tram- B

Englneers spend AT plplng water to talnted res;dentlal area

By Spec. ERIC D

JOHNSON

124th PA Detachment

M embers from all the |
companies of the 560th

Engineer Battalion joined
forces with the Douglas
County Water and Sewer
Authority to help the resi-
dents of a rural Douglas
County area called Basket
Creek have clean water.
The neighborhood is on an
old, illegal toxic waste site,

- whichecontaminated some of .

the wells in the area, accord-
ing to Capt. Robert R. Resch,
the officer in charge of the 26-
man project.

~The engineers spent two
weeks of annual training on
the project. “These people
were selected to do this and

contaminated soil to Indzana.

- The mission of the project is
to bring clean, county water

‘o‘d Shift for 48th

ing.
Sen. Sam Nunn, chairman

of the U.S. Senate Armed Ser-.
_ vices Commlttee, praised the
brigade, saying, “I am

extremely impressed with
these Georglans who glve
their time.”

“We have a much less
defined enemy than was in the
past, said Major Gen. Paul E.

Blackwell, commander of the -

24th Infantry Division. “This
causes us to have to be pre-
_pared to go to war in a come as
you are army. It takes a spe-- -

“ cial breed of person to take
. weekends and vacation time
" to go about tralmng The -

guardsman is truly apatriot.”

“I'm conﬁdent I will brmg
back more troops alive if we
have to go into combat due to

' our affiliation with. tl'us great

d1v1sxon,” said Dav1s.

all together. It's been a long

24th Infantry Division (Mechanized).

field and in schools.

THE SERGEANTS MAJOR from the state natwnal guard
and the 48th Brigade make their way through the lunch line of
the cook school at Fort Stewart. The CSM's were observing train-

ing of guardsmen in August From left to right are: Command

Sgt. Major Billy Manning of the Georgia Army national Guard,
Command Sgt. Maj. Emmett Walker of the 48th Brigade and

_driver, Sgt. Leslie Kzlchnss. (Photo by Pfe. Carlos A. Campos

124th PAD)

5 top-ranklng NCOs
praise the shift

By Pfc. CARLOS A. CAMPOS

124th PA Detachment

Flve command sergeants-magor from the Active Army and
Army national Guard toured the training areas of Opera-

_tion Bold Shift at Fort Stewart in August, and praised the sol-

diers of the 48th Infantry Brigade (Mechanized), as well as the

Command Sgt. Major George S. Black\trood of the Natxonal

. Guard Bureau, Command Sgt Maj. Billy Manning of Georgia,

Command Sgt. Maj. Samuel Smith of Forces Command, Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Franklin D, Thomas of the 24th Infantry, and
Command Sgt. Maj. Emmett Walker of the 48th Bngade trav-
eled together for three days, 'visiting soldiers training in them

All has positive comments. “I'm most unpressed by the com-
mitment both by the active Army and the National Guard,” said
Blackwood. “I'm convinced that Bold Shift w1ll bea total success
for the total Army.”

A SEA-LAND VAN szts wcutmg to sth the barrels contazmng 1

THE 277TH

AT RED RIVER

“They love getting greasy
and turning wrenches”

By CECIL GREEN
Red River Army. Depot PAO

EXARKANA, TEXAS —
. For most membersof
. Atlanta's 277th Maintenance -

Co., it was their first visit to
Red River Army Depot —and
the first time many of them
had made it as far west as
Texas, even 18 miles west of
the state line in Texarkana.

“They're loving every min-
ute of it,” said Maj. Steven

Blanton, commander of the
277th, as his unit neared the
end of its two-week annual
training in July.

- The visiting guardsmen
were spread out in shops and
field sites throughout the
depot, repairing and rebuild-

ing Bradley Fighting Vehicles wheeled vehicles. At Red
and M-113 armored personnel River, they worked on both.

carriers.
‘They also tested engines
_and provided roadside service
to keep convoys of the 25th
Infantry Division rolling from

Beaumont, Tex., to Fort Chaf- “We're able to do a lot of cross- as they're doing here. -

fee, Ark.

The 25th based at Schofield hands-on trammg we've run

In the,‘ir‘own?words .

-shipped its vehicles to the

hand for any needed on-sn;e

‘port staff technician and

“units at theater level, where
‘the mechanics and repairmen

‘veifj)tn‘in y MOS s hr,on one floor, so there's

Barracks, Hawau, had

Texas port for a large training
exercise at Fort Chaffee. The
277th just happened to be on

maintenance.

‘While the cooperatxon w1th
the 25th wasn't planned, “we
were there when they needed
our services,” said CWO3
Ronald Allen, the 277th's sup-

SPECIALISTS FROM ATLANTA'S 277TH MAINTENANCE CO. repair and fabricate
electrical cables and other components at the Red River Army Depot. They are, left to right, Sgt.
Jeff MacKim of Riverdale, Pfc. Ronald Deshazor of Atlanta, Spec. Deron Redden of Atlanta, Spec.
Todd ng of Atlanta, Spec. Robert Freeof Heard County, and Sgt. Raymond Carrtllo of M arietta.

tralnmg officer.

The 277th's mission is to
provide intermediate direct
support maintenance to Army

As part of their electronic
~ work, members of the 277th
cannibalized some radio units
‘to identify usable parts,

able skills, and Ican't say

 enough about the hospitality
and cooperation that have
been shown us.”

into.”

Quality training meant
high morale, said the 277th
commander. “Our soldiers'

are likely to see both tracked
and wheeled vehicles.

At Ft. Gillem, their home  morale here this year is as Red River employees. repaired some, and then
station, they work mostly on.” high as I've ever seen it,” vouched for the work done by repaired and fabricated differ-
Blanton said. the Georgia guardsmen. ent types of commumcatmn
“The main reason their “The soldiers working with = cable.
- “Our mechanics are really  esprit is so good is that they  us repaired and realigned They then handled 1nsta11a-’

tion projects on Bradleys, M-
‘113s, Multiple Launch Rocket
Systems and Fire Integration
Support Team Vehicles and
they did it all with “excellent
. tecgmcal expertlse, leson
~ sai

love getting greasy and turn- about 10 RT-524 radio

ing wrenches, especially when receiver/transmitters,” said

they cantake a tough job-and.--Paul Wilson, an electrical -

seeit through to completion, mechanic at Red River. “They

-did quality work on a very
"We're getting great support, expensive plece of equlp-

- our soldiers are learning valu- - ment.”

learnmg how each component
ina ‘Bradley or personnel car-
rier works to make up the -
‘whole vehicle,” Allen said. -

training. It's some of the best

“This has been one of the better ATs
I've ever been on. I've had something
to do every day, and I feel good about
what I've done.”
—Staff Sgt. Wllhe Ellison,
mechanic.

“While I've been here, I've installed
‘transmissions, shut-off valves, steer-
ing assemblies, flooring plates, steer-
ing sticks, gear selectors and other

- time,” said Carolyn Brooks, a
- 19-year resident of the neigh-
borhood. “We saw when they
brought the barrels down here
— b\;{t at that time we didn't .

more variety of work than I've ever had before. I'm get-
ting to work with fuel systems that Idon't normally
see, 80 it's been good training.”

—Sgt J ohn Ro ggow, fuel and electrlcal,
B systems speci ahst

R

new parts in M-113s. I've gotten a lot
of hands-on experience and I love it.”
—Staff Sgt. Dewey Allen, track
~ vehicle mechanic.

" Photos by R.D. Tollet

into the 16-family area,
according to C. J. Nutter, -

. department head for WSA,
and a major in the-1st Batta-
lion, 108th Armor. -

“I'm glad they are gettmg 1t )

the rest of their units went
overseas,” Resch said.

“WSA paid for the food, fuel,
and lodging. Some of the food
was donated by local churches
and restaurants.” Resch said.

SGT. 'MICAEL SMITH OF AGRANGE a combat
engineer in C Company, 560th Engtneer Battalton, guides a

at contamination.’t t
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: Georgifa uit first to get new Chinook

REPLACING THE AGING CH-54 SKYCRANE in the background is the improved CH-47D Chinook,
_ refitted by Boeing. Company G, 244th Aviation Regiment, based at Hunter Army Airfield, is the first mil-
itary unit in the nation to receive the workhorse helicopters. The Chinooks were officially presented to the
company during a ceremony recently at Hunter. Chinooks, like their gangly-looking predecessors, are used
in heavy-lift combat support operations. The new models come equipped with high-tech equipment, such
as flight-control system and cockpit equipped for night-vision goggles. In photo at right, Brig. Gen. Wil-
liam P. Bland, right, adjutant general of Georgia, tours the new aircraft with G Company commander
Maj. William S. Smith. (Photos by Sgt. Jerry De Avila, 124th PAD)

-16 sharpshooters from

Brunswick's 224th
Joint Communications Squa-
dron are headed to Little

Rock, Ark., to represent Geor-

- Combat rifle shoot
is a tough exercise

shooting is physically and
i mentally demanding.

| miles in full combat gear to

i reach the firing line.. Then
i they fire 10 rounds at 100
{yards from the standing
- position, 20 rounds at 200

| sitting position, 10 rounds

. at 300 yards in the standing
{ and prone positions and 22

Success in combat rifle

Shooters have to run two

yards in the standing and

rounds at 400 yards in the_
prone position.

“You've got to love shoot-
ing to put up with a two-
mile run,” said Tech. Sgt.
Larry R. Tanner of States-
boro; a wildlife biologist.
Tanner scored 213 out of a
possible 250 points to
become the individual
match winner. ©

“It takes dieting and
exercise,” said Tech. Sgt.
William Crooms of Brun-
swick. “If you dop't cross
the line within 25 *mmutes,

you don't sho‘ t”’ e |

1 Brunswzck team takes nine
of 10 places in Catoosa

giain October 'S WinS'ton“P
Wilson National Champlon- '
ship Match.

The Air Guard rifle team .
won the right to represent
Georgia by winning its third
straight state championship
in matches conducted at the

- Catoosa Training Center in

Ringgold. That event was

- open to all Army and Air

National Guard units in Geor-
gia. v

The team has been compet-
ing for only three years.

For the 224th, it was a blow-
out. The 10-member team
took the first nine places in
the individual event, one of
two events during the week-
end match.

Top shooter was MSgt :
Larry R. Tanner of States-

boro. Placing second was Sen- -
ior Airman George H. Stinson

of Atlanta and third was SSgt
Raymond M. Ganas of Brun-
swick.

On Sunday, team competi-
tion took place. Top team scor-
ers were Tanner, followed by
Stinson and TSgt William J.
Croms of Brunswick. '

Major Donald N. Edmands -

Jr., the detachment com-

menger.praiscd the team's. . oeremplily Pf}}{g ;Wl '9:;-»"9; f;ﬁw"xy‘
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By Spec. ERIC D. JOHNSON

124th PA Detachment

he Georgia Army and Air National Guard are
" involved in the fight against drugs with a new
community relations project. ‘
America's PRIDE (Parents' Resource Institute
for Drug Education) is a private, non-profit organi-

zation whose goal is to educate young people on the

influences of drugs and aleohol.

This joint effort is under the auspices of the
National Guard's Drug Demand Reduction pro-
gram.

'MARGARET CRIBB, right, an America's PRIDE

group leader, helps Kelli Cowart, one of the members
of her group, fill out an application for the talent
show held on the last day of the retreat. (Photo by
Spec EricD. Johnson, 124th Public Aﬁ"azrs Det.)

It's a Guard thing

» Guardsmen help stage antl drug retreat for k1ds

The guard recently funded a retreat for mlddle
school and high school students from all around
Georgia, and one group from Virginia at the Air

National Guard Training Center in Savannah, pro-

viding transportation, lodging, food, and facilities,
according to Maj.-Cynthia T. Islin, of the 116th Con-
solidated Aircraft Maintenance Squadron at Dob-
bins Air Force Base.

“Capt. Bob Avery, a pilot, met with the head of .
America' PRIDE and developed an idea of how
America's PRIDE and the National Guard could -
work together. Avery took it to Gen. Bland (the

Adjutant General) and he liked the 1dea,” said Islin,
- “Gen. Bland told me to arrange this.”

“If it weren't for the support of the guard, not
even half of the kids could have attended,” said Lisa
M. Ellsworth, Natmnal Youth D1rector for Amer-

’ ica's PRIDE. -

During the retreat the kids learned songs and
dances about living a drug-free life. “Last year, -

States next to oil,” Ellsworth said.

- Tech. Sgt. PamelaJ Byrd,a medxcal specxahst in.
~ the 129th Air Control Squadron in Kennesaw, :

arranged most of the retreat.

“In order to transport civilians, we had to get per- :

mission from the Guard Bureau,” Byrd said. “Also,
about 80 percent of the money allotted for the

_retreat was Army Guard money, so Thiad to work™

closely with the Army side to get everything work-

e N AR s S e L Ko o G o i

drugs were the second largest seller in the Umted .- 124th PAD)

Cing”

MAJ. CYNTHIA T. ISLIN of the 116th Consolt-
dated Aircraft Maintenance Squadron at Dobbins
AFB, watches the F-15 demonstration along with

~_some of the participants in the America’s PRIDE
“retreat at the Air National Guard Training Center

in Savannah (Photo by Spec E’rzc D Johnson, .

“T got the 13 lst Army Aviation umt from Ala-

* bama to cook for- the kids du 1g the retreat ' said

Byrd. .
“The guard sponsored & class on August 1 at Dob-
bins AFB and another on August 29 at Ft. Stewart
for guard members interested in volunteering in

* the fight against drugs, accordmg to Byrd. Also, the
guard will try to sponsor one more retreat this year.

The Army Natlonal Guard
‘men and women trained to
be thelr best — to protect our

Americans committed to
Ideal of the cltizen/soldler.

: You'll find them in your
nelghborhood, ralsing fami-
iles ... teaching chlldren ...

They're people like you an’
me. And they will always be
here, serving, just as the

" team,” he said. “We can't help '

1992 GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD STATE M-16 RIFLE CHAMPIONS

FRONT ROW, l to r — Tech. Sgt. William J. Crooms, Staff Sgt. Raymond M. Ganas, Tech. Sgt.
- Jesse W. Davis, and Master Sgt. Larry R. Tanner; STANDING: Maj. Donald N. Edmands, Jr.,

Detachment Commander, Sr. Airman Walter L. Smith Jr, Tech. Sgt. Robert M. Waters, Master
Sgt. Michael D. Chumley, and Lt. Col. Lester L. Preiss III, Commander. NOT AVAILABLE FOR
PHOTO: Staff Sgt. Jeffrey B. White, Team Captain, of Jacksonville, Florida, Staff Sgt. Ottzs J.
May of Nashvzlle, and Sr. Atrman George H. Stmson, of. Atlanta. :

mander SSgt J effrey White personnel o against teams from 54 states
provxded outstandmg leader- In Little Rock, the Georgla and territories as well as
ship in preparing the 1992 team will be competing mternatmnal teams.

but be proud of their accom-
plishment. They have shown:
tremendous initiative and dis--
cipline in putting together the
championship team. Much of -
the time and money to support
their team practices were
borne by the individual mem-
bers and not the unit. They

L]

STARC shooters bag prize

Capt. Harve T. Romaine and Sgt. Anthony Q. Bailey, both
members of Headquarters STARC, were members of the
rifle team that placed third in the Combined Team *
‘Championship Matches at the first Total Forces Compos1te
Championships.

Competmon took place at Camp Robinson in North thtle

9&?&
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country and communities.

running businesses.

Army Natlonal Guard has
been for 350 years.

TV commercial shoots, using real-life Georgia Guardsmen

66 Nyre hanging out is fun

l— and easy, but when
‘you decide it's time to get on
with your life ...”

- J oin the National Guard.

- As early as September, tele-
wvision viewers throughout the
nation could be seeing com-
‘mercials —or, as they are
‘more appropriately known,
public service announcements

s—- that are made in Georgia. , o

_.The “actors and actress

are all members of the Geor-
gia Guard's 48th Infantry Bri-
gade recruited togeflect the
Guard's talent, good looks and
diversity.,

Or, at least, that's what the
65 or so partxcxpants would
assert.

- Georgia, and specifically
the 48th, was selected
“because the brigade is a top-
notch unit and National
Guard Bureau thought we

_should feature them,” said .
» Sgt. Fir: tha

Bemamm B. B

SPATROSL ST

Livesay, the Georgia Guard's
marketing NCO. -

In addition to the Geor-
gians, Apache helicopter
crews from the South Carolina
Guard and Blackhawk crews
from the Texas Guard also
participated. 3

After shooting at Ft. Stew-

" art during the 48th's annual -

training, production crews

moved to Newnan. Among the
scenes shot there were a high
sehool, familie

amilies, gnd-a nursing
Horiie, Final production'wasto

be done in September in
Atlanta, -

Being shot are three differ-
ent story-lines. The themes
are mission, adventure and
schooling.‘One, for example,
opens with a youngadult with
a skateboard hanging out at

. the school yard.

“The best way to go from
here (the school yard) to here

(tanks, rappelling, adventure).
-is to gohead on,” the story line

goes, “and not/let anything
stand in y‘otii2 waybb"‘ HEVE ?g\:)

- pay, same asusual.. . .- -

About 65-70 guardsmen,”
mostly from Thomaston, New-
nan, Griffin and Jackson,
were chosen to participate. Of
those, about 30 will be given
acting roles. Four tank crews
and four Bradley crews will
also be featured. ,

As is often the case, guards-
men participate for the glory
and not for pay. The actors
and actresses don't make Hol-

lywood scales or even union_
wages. They're paid regular. .




Colonial battle continues for 250 years

By CW3 RICH ELWELL
Command Historlan

n July 1742, Spanish forces sailed from St.
Augustine, landing at St. Simon's Island. The
Spanish fleet of 36 ships brought 2,000 troops
under command of the Spanish governor of St.
Augustine, Manuel de Montiano.
James Oglethorpe, the founder of Georgia,

assembled his regulars, the 650-man British 42nd

Regiment, and mobilized his militia troops.

The Scot nghlanders came to the Island from
nearby Darien. The colonial rangers and Creek,

Yamacraw and Chickasaw Indian allies brought

Oglethorpe's strength to 800.

On the morning of July 7, 1742, Georgia Rangers
guarding the military road approach to the town of
Frederica on St. Simon's sighted a force of over 100
Spanish soldiers. Oglethorpe quickly organized a
force composed of the Highland Independent Com-
pany, Rangers and Indian allies and personally led
the assault on the Spanish at a place on the Island

" named Gully Hole Creek. .

The fighting was fierce and lasted an hour as the
Georgia militia routed the invaders. The Spanish
lost one-third of their force and all the officers were
either killed or captured. Oglethorpe lost one man
to heat exhaustion.

Later that day, additional Spanish troops were
landed and a force of 200 elite Grenadiers prepared
to cross an open marsh, which would become known
as “Bloody Marsh.” The Highlanders, Rangers,
Indians, and a platoon of British regulars were
waiting in ambush and opened fire on the column.

TROOPS? FIREMUSKETS for the retreat ceremony at Saint Simons Island.

All walks of life join in mock battles

By Cw3 RICH ELWELL
Command Historlan

hat does a doctor from
Brunswick and a high
school student from Augusta
have in common?
A love of military history

. and more specifically, the mil-

itary history of the southern
colomes, which mcludes Geor-
gia.

Over 100 reenactors from
all over the Southeast gath-
ered to commemorate and
reenact the Battle of Bloody
Marsh on St. Simon's Island
250 years after the actual bat-
tle. That battle was the first
time that the Georgia militia
— later to become the Georgia
National Guard — mobilized
to meet a threat to the country
and state.

During a July weekend,
lawyers, investment bankers,

A SOLDIER MOVES ?o andthér

construction workers, and his-
tory professors donned the

" uniforms of those early militia -

and British regulars who
drove Spanish invaders from
Georgia shores in 1742,

Units that fought at Bloody
Marsh in 1742 included Gen.
James Oglethorpe's Georgia
Mounted Rangers (who =
became the Georgia Hussars
and today is Service Battery,
2nd Battalion, 214 Field Artil-
lery Regiment in Savannah) -
and the British 42nd Regi-
ment of Foot that Oglethorpe
brought with him from Lon-
don in 1733.

Oglethorpe knew the need
for and value of trained mili-
tia, and when he settled Geor-
gia in 1733, forming a militia
was a priority. Oglethorpe
also knew that to effectively
defend the colonies against

“the native Indians and Span-

7 Lo by

positio

on to fire on the enemy.."

ishhe must have woods-wise
and unconventional fighters.
‘Hence the formation of units
'such as Nobel Jones' Company
of Marine Boatmen, the Geor-
gia Coastal Rangers, and the
Highland Mounted Rangers.

' Modern reenactors (they
prefer the title of historical
interpretors) have adopted
these units to study and por-
tray as reahstlcally as possi-
ble. V

- Bob Blanchard, a reenactor
from Hastings, Florida, wears
the green hunting crock of a

" Highland Ranger from west-

ern Georgia (which would
have been Mississippi by
today's geography). “These fel-
lows were rugged individual-
ists, and never did anythingin

,formatlon or by the book”,

Blanchard sa1d

ambushers.

There was great confusion, smoke, and screams
of the surprised and the wounded.

The Spanish could not see their adversary and
failed to realize how much they outnumbered the

After two hours of fi nng at the ghostly targets in
‘the thick woods, the Spanish ran out of ammuni-

. tion. Spanish losses were light, but with this second
sound defeat in one d4y their will to fight was gone.

The Spanish withdrawal from St. Simon's began
1mmed1ately after Bloody Marsh and Spain would
never again attempt to take the English colony of
Georgia, named after King George II.

It had been primarily the fighting skill and heart
of Georgia militia that had won that hot July day in
1742. Georgia citizen-soldiers that followed the
next two centuries would fight and maintain peace

not only within our state, but around the world as

well.

TROOPS TAKE A BREAK for lunch at thezr camp on Samt
Simons Island

R

,Interested in hlstory

Join Guard Society

eorgia N ational Guards-

men and Militia have
fought in battles ranging from
Bloody Marsh to Desert
Storm. Now an organization
devoted to preserving the her-
itage of Georgia's fighting
forces is open to anyone inter-
ested in military history.

The Georgia National
Guard and Militia Society,
Inc., a non-profit organization
founded in 1988, is dedicated

- topreserving the history and

heritage of the Georgia Guard
and its predecessor forces.
Among the henefits of joining
are an annual membership

. meeting and symposium and a

quarterly journal.

Persons interested in more
information or joining the
Society may call Major Clint
Perkins, at 404-624-6140, or.

write to: The Georgia National

Guard and Militia Society,
P.0O.Box 17965, Atlanta, GA
30316- 0965 An annual mem-
bership fee is $20.

: forces.

In the JOURNAL of the
National Guard and Militia
Society members can read
Georgia history which ranges
from the little known “Battle
of Griswoldville,” and to
rarely thought of Georgia

Guard expedition to find Pan-

cho Villa. ,
An annual membership and
business meeting, usually -
held in the fall of the year,
offers members the opportu-
nity to view “living history”
recreations, hear a number of
papers on Georgia's military
past, and most significantly,
voice their opinion on the
future of their Society.
Among the goals of the Soci-
ety is the establishment of a
museum; a reference library
for scholars and members to
research the past; and a series
of original artwork commemo-

rating the important eventsin

the hlstory of Georgla s mlhtxa

prodci }
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| ’A son's tribute
“His spirit is that of iron;

~ally tell his brother, Jay.

-~ ltis here that it all began — the rigorous molding ofa man,

. A brilli nt‘fnend of Patton and the Duke John Wayne

‘est officers we had in the Georgia

his soul of a soft spring raln'

When General Blandford's younger son, Jeff, was told that
his father had incurable cancer and that his remaining
time was short, he immediately went to Charleston to person-

Upon hearing the news, Jay drove to the campus of The Cit-
adel, parked his car, sat down under one of the great oaks onthe
parade ground within sight of Summerall Chapel where his
parents had been married 33 years before and composed this
poem to his father. :

* Apoem by Jay Blandford

The bell tolls seven from: Summerall Chapel k

The wind lashing recklessly on a cool March eve,

Old oaks and palms bowing to its puissance.

Cadets stroll lazily from the Mess Hall, chatting and chuckhng,
And the vast parade ground lies empty and still in the dusk,

BRIG. GEN JACK BLANDFORD was never at aloss for words. Here he is shown talkmg with
members of the news medla dunng a civil dzsturbance in Atlanta in 1990 (Photo by 124th PAD)

Embraced by the masstve monoliths of academics and dlSCllene Bl‘lg Gen. J aCk Blalldf()l'd dleS at 54

Where he studied and sweated, waltzed and wedded.

Where he saluted and marched, and broke barracks to The Ark.
Where his mischievous boyhood faded,

And his solvent manhood embarked.

Itis here that countless memories lie —

At most we laugh at some we must cry

12. He was 54.

e "ty and honor. courage and chivalry abound .
f dignity and distinction, of merriment and mirth
nd Miss Drew could simply tango to the ends of the earth

His spirit. f iron, his soul of a soft spring ram,“"
His character seasoned like a robust vmtage champagne.
Socheers to my father — my friend' — General Jack Blandford,

rig. Gen. John L “Jack”
Blandford, former com-
" mander of Decatur's Troop
Command, died of cancer at:
his home in Chamblee onJuly

Blandford, a trial lawyer
and judge of the Chamblee
Mumclpal Court, had served
in the Georgia Army National
Guard for more than 30 years.

A native of Greenville, S.C
= he wasgcommissions

lieutenant upon graduatmn

from the Citadel in 1955. He

- transferred to the Georgia

~ Army Guard in December
e . - 1960, and served in the 118th
' R Field Artxllery and the 17 9th

commander of the 190th Mili-
tary Police Co. and the 170th
Military Police Battalion.
From November 1980 to
April 1986, he served as com-
mandant of the Georgia M1h-

tary Academy.

~ Fleld Artlllery until J anuary

ond " His'military honors include-

: the Meritorious Service
Medal, the Army Reserve

Component Achievement
Medal (4th Award), the
‘Armed Forces Reserve Medal
(2nd award) and the Army

Service Medal e
A graduate of th J ohn Mar-

-1968. ,
For the next 12 years, he 'shall Law School, hewasa
~served in the 122nd Rear Area  senior partner in the Cham-
Operations Center, and as “blee firm of Blandford & Wer-:

bin. He had been
Municipal Court Judge since
1970, —

~ Survivors include his wife,

- Drew Harris Blandford, two
sons, Jefferson B. Blandford of
Lawrenceville and J. Lloyd

“Blandford I of Atlanta',"hls
mother, two brothers and a
sister. ‘

Burial wasin Arhngton
Memorial Park with full mili-
tary honors.

On the loss of General Blandford\i

“J ack Blandford was one of the fin- )

-porter and a task-master. He probably
loved the Georgia Guard as much as
any person who has ever been in it. He
considered all soldiers his friends.”

Guard. His loss, even in retirement,
will be felt very deeply. He was a car-
ing people-person and a highly
reSpected commander and friend, a

wise counselor and a truly dedlcated State Training Officer

Guardsman.”

—Bng Gen. Wllham P. Bland
~ The Adjutant General

- “Hewas a leader and a fnend, a sup-

— Lt. Col. Richard H. Stokes

“He was probably the best com-
mander I ever served with, Hewasa
close personal friend and a true men-

tor and I'm going to miss him.”

—Lt. Col. Carroll L. Edge |
ocs Commandant, GMI

“He was probably the best example
of what an officer ought tobe that I -
ever served under. He had the unique
ability to provide strong leadership
and maintain compassion for the sol- -
dier.” ‘

— Col. Thomas L. McCullough
Deputy Commander
. Troop Command

Staff Sgt. Ulyuue Sims, HQ, STARC, Aﬁmu

Staff 8gt. Robin T. Worthy, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Master Sgt. James E. Vaughn, 283rd CCS, Savannah’
8gt. 1st Class Patricia A, Perry, HQ, STARC, Atlanta

LEGIONOF MERIT -
Col: David A, Otto, HQ, STARC, Atlante
_ Col. Cecil L. Pearce, HQ, STARC; Atlanta =
Col. Thomas R. Williams, Jr. HQ, 286 EngrGp, Marlum

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL
Col. David W, Gunn, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Lt. Col. Thomas W. Dalton, Jr., HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Chief Warrant Officer John H. Edge, HQ, STARC, Atlants -
Chief Warrant Officer Thelmer R. Salter, 166th Maint. Co, Hinssville
Command 8gt. Maj. Arthur E, Lecours, HQ, 151st MI Bn, Dobbins.
- Master Sgt. Joff Dawkins, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
: Sgt. 1st Class Melvin E. Buford, Co C, 560th Engr Gp, LaGrange
Sgt. 1st Class Hershel B, Johneon, Co A, 1/108th Armor, Rome
-+ 8gt. lot Chu Keith A, Rahn, 168th Maint. Co, Kmuvills .

ARMY MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL
Lt. Col, Robert T. Baird, II, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
_ Sgt.1st Class Hershel B Johnson, Co A, mosAn. Rome

Aam COMMENDATION MEDAL

Maj. Douglas M. Brantley, Jr., Det 1, HQ, STARC, Decatur
Maj. Dale P, Foster, 148th FSB, Ft. Steuart .
2nd Lt, Jacqualine D. Arnold, 118th PSC, Atlanta

Tech Sgt. William J. Crooms, 224 JCSS

Staff Sgt. Elizabeth L. Deering, HQ, STARC, Atlnm
Staff Sgt. Charles F. Hogan, 118th PSC, Atlante

Toch. Sgt. Keith A, Graversen, 224 JCSS -

Staff Sgt. Scott Relgel, HQ, STARC, Atlenta

Sgt. 1st Class Cecil Brown, HD, STARC, Atlanta

Sgt. 1st Class Robert A, Dunaway, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Sgt. 1st Class Rayford C. Newman, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Sgt Rondy T.Bradley, 118th PSC, Atlanta

AIR FORCE m:nn'omovs SERVICE MEDAL
Lt. Col. Sunh& Hendmon. xesth

AIR FORCE COMMENDATION MEDAL
Capt. John R, Wiggins, 288 CC8

Master Sgt. Randall A, Greer, 224 JCSS -
Maester Sgt. John A, Johnson, Jr., 202 EIS

Al CBIEVEMBNT MEDAL Tach, Sgt Pryor A. Hattaway, 202 EIS -
Chief Warrant Officer Richard L, Hix, HQ, hoopcommno Decat»r‘ Y ESI IR dus- 1 ECUC
Sgt. Maj, William Ostean, HQ, STARC, Atlanta AIR?ORC!; O;I!E

AL
 Staff Sgt. Mable M. Harvard, HQ, STARC, Atlanta Capt, ompmasbm sze'}cs‘ S‘iﬁ d

Senior Master Sgt. Gary K. Sims, 120 TCS
- ‘Master Sgt. Gerald L, Dobson, 129 TCS

Tech Sgt. Donald A, Beck, 129 TCS
Tech Sgt. Johnny W. Champion, 120 TCS
Toch Sgt. Jossph H, Ely, Jr., 224 JCSS

.- 8taff 8gt. Roger K. Atkinson, 128 TCS

* Staff Sgt. David A. Nix, 120 TCS
Staff Sgt. Bennett J. Roy, 128 TCS

. GEORGIA COMMENDATION MEDAL

Col. Richard T. Powers, FMO, FLARNG .
Lt. Col. Daniel R, Miller, 117th MASH, Atlanta

1stLt. valnA.Knpporhmch,CoB.llmsthAR,Codumn o

- Staff Sgt. Dennis'J. Alexander, 116 CAMS
Staff 8gt. Harvey L. Lovett, 116 CAMS -
Staff Sgt. Ellis P. Cook, Co B, 148th 8B, Jaskeon
Staff Sgt. Richard H. McNair, 118 PSC, Atlanta
Staff Sgt. Ellet J. Rundle, 118 PSC, Atlanta
Master Sgt. George H. Freaman, 116 CAMS
Master Sgt. Wendell 8, Glisson, 165 MSS
Tech 8gt. William C. Byrd, 202EIS -~
Tech 8gt. Rufus O. Hendrix, 165 MSS"
Tech. Sgt. Edward S. Tharpe, 165 MSS
Tech. Sgt. Patrick J, Walsh, 116 CAMS -
- Eleanor L. oun,cos. Atlmu "
%2 Duieegod MeAlibor, Ml e «A%&
Linda Meadows, USPCO, Atlanta

John H, Owens, NorthGAConoa,mﬁgn S -53\ T3 T Ox & )\gﬁ%}hw}{ﬁé}ﬁp}n n,‘ﬁ.ﬂ{h

Bobby Pierson, Rome Polics Depariment
Mike Simmons, Rome Police Department

GEORGIA DISTINCTIVE SERVICE MEDAL

Capt. Timothy D. Becton, HQ, 1/214th FA, Elberton . .
CW4 John H, Edge, HQ STARC, Atlanta

SrA Kimberly M. Wmhmlon. 224JC88

GEORGIA MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL
Col, Lawrence L. Allen, Jr, 117th MASH, Atlants .
Col. Bobby 8. Duncan, Det 2, HQ, 8TARC, Hineaville -
Col, Simon J. Sheffield, Jr., HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Lt. Col. Charles T. Southerland, Det 2, HQ, STARC, Hinuvllte
Lt. Col., Richard H. Stokes, HQ, STARC, Atlanta .
Maj. Douglas M. Brantley, Det 1, HQ; STARC, Decatur
‘Maj, William T, Childers, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Maj, Charles E, Lott, Det 2, HQ, STARC, Hinesville
- Maj. Gen. Barry R. McCafirey, HQ, 48th Inf. Bde, Macon
Maj. Charles E. Thompson, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Capt, William L. Taylor, Jr,, 117th MASH, Atlanta
Chief Warrant Officer Jack R. Henry, Det 2, HQ, STARC, Hisesville
Sgt. 1et Clase John J. Cadwell, Jr., HQ, STARC, Atlanta
. Staff Sgt. Arthur W. Crawford, Jr.,, 117th MASH, Atlanta  :
Staff Sgt, Stephen W, Head, 1180: MP Co;Monroe
. At

1/214th Fil Axﬁlloryv ommn
’[2 %ﬁo,fMour:}? JaAts




DURWOOD McALLISTER, left, and Brig. Gen. Al Holland present Atlanta Journal
Achievement awards to Sgt. First Class Richard Watts, Staff Sgt. Mark Saxon and Spec
William Fortson.

Journal Achievement Awards

Honor goes to MASH platoon sergeant

By Spec. MATTIE JONES
124th PA Detachment

he Atlanta Journal began

awarding the Reserve
Component ‘Achievement
Award more than twenty
years ago. This award recog-
nizes outstandmg enlisted
personnel in both the Georgia
Army National Guard and the
U.S. Army Reserve. The cate-
gories include Pvt.1 through
PFC, Spec. through Staff Sgt.
and Sgt First Class through
Sgt. Maj.

At arecent ceremony in
Atlanta, Ga., the 1991 sénior
award for the Georgia Army
National Guard was pre-
sented to Sgt. First Class
Richard C. Watts, Jr. of the
117th Mobile Army Surgical

Hospital. The 2 l-year veteran
is currently a platoon ser-
geant for surgical services
with the unit. Watts spent
nine years with the active
component, eight years in the
Army reserve and switched to
the guard four years ago.
“This move afforded me the
opportumty to advance and
exercise my leadership quah-

. ties said Watts.

“I am thoroughly satxsfied
with the 117th MASH. It has

* the right kind of manage-- ¢~ -

ment,” said Watts. “And I‘ .

really appreciate the opportu-

nity to be recognized,” he
added. -
The Indlana-born Watts is

" married to Archiette and they

have a son named Eric and

- daughter, Lauren. In his civil-

ian role, Watts is an instructor
for Branell College in Decatur,
Ca. and an emergency medi-.
cal technician with DeKalb
County. R

Watts at some point in his
life wants to teach graduate
level in a seminary. He has a

" bachelor's degree in political

science and is currently in the
master's of divinity program
at Emory University. In what

‘ little spare time he has, Watts

enjoys mowing the grass,
reading and quality time with
-his family.
The key to bemg successful
-in the military is to be sensi-

“tive to the specific needs of

your younger troops, accord-
ing to the soft-spoken Watts.
“And never compromise your
integrity,” he added. .

PT helps Monroe soldier win award

" By Spec. MATTIE JONES

124th PA Detachment

€6 his is what I do best,”

said Staff Sgt. Mark
Saxon of his nine years in the
Georgia Army National
Guard.

Saxon is one of this year's :
recipients of the Atlanta Jour-
nal Army Reserve Component
Achievement Award. This
award is given every year to
six citizen-soldiers — three
each from the Army Guard
and the Army Reserve.

Saxon is the training NCO

for the 178th Military Police .

Company in Monroe. Sgt. 1st

Class Tracy Smith, Readiness
NCO for the 178th, nominated
him for this award because of
his exemplary performance as
a soldier. He has won NCO of
the Year at unit, battalion and
major command levels. Upon

entrance into the company in

1986, Saxon also won his bat-

talion's physical training com-
petition four consecutive

“years.

“Staff Sgt. Saxon has been a
very positive role model for

myself as well as other young

‘soldiers in this unit,” said Sgt.
Andy Koundourakis, member
of the 178th.

-Saxon is also a member of
the three-man M-60 machine
gun state championship team.

. His team competed in Little

Rock, Ark, recently for a-
nat1ona1 tltle He holds the

. state title for the individual

M-60 competition. This was
Saxon's second trip to the
Winston P. Wilson national
competition.

Besides being an expert
marksman, Saxon is quite a
physical training (PT) buff. He
recently attended advanced
NCO training alongside active

‘duty soldiers at Fort McClel-

lan, Ala. He was the only
National Guard member in

his class of 49. He graduated

third in his class and brought

home the top PT award. “I felt

obhgated to excel » saxd

Saxon. “We all know what the
active component thinks
about the guard. God, I like to
compete against the active
duty soldiers,” he added.

Saxon has quite an active
life outside the military as
well. He and his wife, Marie,
are the proud parents of a 10-
month-old son named Mack.
He also makes periodic
appearances at various . -
schools in the area to speak
with students mterested in’
the military.

Saxon, who was a crlmlnal
justice major at Georgia -
Southern University, says
that he is ready to complete
his degree now, and that the
military has been instrumen-

tal in that decision. “I am able

to retain so much more now,
whereas, in college I couldn't ?
he said.

“I've been at my best in the

. military,” said Saxon. “I'm

very proud to be a member of

n_;thls unit as well as the Geor-_,
~ gla guard,” he added

Fortson: ‘I try to do o
everything as best Ican’

By Pfc. CARLOS A. CAMPOS
124th PA Detachment

pec. 4 Wiiliam R.
Fortson wasn't
surprised to get a call from

_ his National Guard armory

in Elberton in late April.
After all, the violence from
the Los Angeles riots had
spread to the streets of
downtown Atlanta, and ‘
Georgia Gov. Zell Miller had
called up several units to
help restore peace and order.
Fortson, an ‘
administrative specialist
with Headquarters Battery,
" 1st Battalion, 214th Field
- Artillery, just figured his’
unit was one of those called
up.
“My NCO said ‘Youready

 to go? and Isaid, ‘Yeah,

Fortson said. -

But the only place Fortson
was going was to the Atlanta
Journal Reserve Component

" Achievement Awards

ceremony. He had just been

informed he had wonthe

award. :
Only three guardsmen in

the state are honored with
the Journal Award. Fortson,
who was recently promoted
to Spec. won the award in the
Pvt. 1 to Pfc. category.

At.a June 7 ceremony,
Fortson was presented a
plaque for his outstanding
achievements in the guard.

“I don't know what I did to
get it, it was a surprise to
me,” Fortson, 19, said, from
his home in Ila, near Athens.

But it probably wasn't a.
surprise to anyone else,
Fortson was also honored
last year with the Enlisted
Member of the Year Award,
both on a battalion and
brigade level.

“I guest it's because I'm
always on time. I'm never
late for a drill,” he said. “And
anytime they call me, and
need something, I'm always
there. I guest I'm just an-
average soldier and I try to
do everything as best I can
and get it done.” ,

Fortson, a 1991 high
school graduate has plans to
attend Athens Tech to study

:electncal engineering.

Calhoun National

Guardsman graduated
number one in his class from
North Georgia College in
June, and was honored as
co-valedictorian of his class.

-Brenden D. Burke, a

five-year member of
Calhoun's 108th Armor,
‘Georgia Army Guard,
finished his four-year degree
at North Georgia with a 4.0
grade point average.

Burke was commissioned
as a first lieutenant upon _
graduatlon, and chose to
serve in the active army.

Burke and his two
brothers, James and Steven,

| all served with the 48th

Infantry Brigade last year in
support of Operation Desert
'| Shield/Desert Storm at the

-| National Training Center in

Fort Irwin, Calif. . :
The Army National Gu_ard‘
also welcomed six new
lieutenants on June 4 durmg
commissioning ceremonies
at North Georgia College.
Receiving commissions
were James D. Asher III and
Jeffrey Russell, Medical
Services: Corps, Timothy K.
Gibson and Robert J. Stuart, -
Infantry; and Paul H.
Nichols and Thomas

Wﬂhams, Ordnance Corps ’

Valedictorian, new “louies”
pmned durlng North Georgla "
‘commission ceremony |

Brig. Gen. William P.
Bland Jr., the adjutant
general of the Georgia Army
-and Air National Guard,
made remarks at the
ceremony, which marked the
50th anniversary of the
Battle of Midway. =

On May 18, Bland -
presented North Georgia
College President Dr. John
H. Owen, the Georgia
Commendatlon Medal and
the Bronze Eagle.

PAUL H. NICHOLS pre-
pares to be a new second lieu-
tenant in the Georgia guard

by taking an oath before|
receiving his bars at the
. North Georgia College com-

- missioning ceremony in Dah-
lonega. (Photo by Spec. Eric
D. Johnson, 124th Public

,;Aﬁ"atrs Det )' Y

 Outstanding airman of th‘

year

Sharon Page is flrst in state to earn honor

17 -year veteran of the
Georgia Air National

Guard, Master Sgt. Sharon B.

Page of Brunswick, has been
selected for one of the most
elite clubs in the U.S. Air
Force. ‘
She is one of a dozen airmen
from the Air Force, the Air
Force Reserve and the Air
National Guard to be named
“Outstandmg Airmen of the

-Year.”

- will also be serving on a coun-

Commumcatxons Support ‘
- Squadron. “Being selected

Outstanding Airman for the
Air Force caps t the most excit-

ing year of my life. It could. not
“have happened without the
- support of my famlly andmy

unit.”
In September, Page will join

- the 11 others to be honored by

. the Air Force Association at a
banquet in Washington. She

_extremely proud of her.”

At the Brunswick unit, Page

is the full-time non-commis-
- sioned officer in chargeof the
“electronic computer and-

switching systems mamte-

nance section.

She was called to active
duty during Operation Desert
Storm to augment an element
providing communications

by the Air Force Association
and the U.S. Air Force to its

 most outstanding enlisted

personnel worldwide.

Before bemgy selected, Page
had already been named Sen-
ior NCO of the Year for the

‘Georgia Air Guard. She was

also selected as one of eight"
Outstanding Airmen by the
Air National Guard.

“Thisis a mgmficant honor'

Page is the first member of
the Georgla Air National
Guard to win the prestxglous
award. '

“Tam absolutely over-
whelmed,” said Page, a mem-
ber of Brunswick's 224th Joint

NCO of the year

_cil of enlisted members to
make recommendationsto
“senior Air Force commanders
. “Sergeant Page is goingto
, have a full calendar for the
next 12 months,” said her
squadron detachment com-

‘mander, Mz

178th has GeOrgla S top NCO

By Spec. MATTIE JQNES
124th PA Detachment E

onroe's 178th M111tary Pohce
. Company is home away from

diers in the Georgla Army Natlonal
Guard.”

In Just three years Sgt Andy,Koo,un,,ﬁ ot
achieved a degree of suc-

( guardsmen strive for

‘throughout their entire careers.
He is NCO of the Year at company,

battalion and state levels. He com-.

-peted for and won the title of U.S. 2nd’
Army NCO of the Year. Koundourak1s‘ o
* likes him,” said Spec. Marty English, a

finished second in competition at
bureau level in Washington.

Even more impressive is that last
year he also won the title of Soldier of
the Year at company, battalion and
state levels. -

- Koundourakis competed for the title
of U.S. 2nd Army Soldier of the Year in
Atlanta. He didn't win at that level in

1991, but returned as an NCO i in 1992

and came home a winner.

Things were temporarily put on
hold for Koundourakis recently. He
was scheduled to leave for Washing-

- ton when his unit was called to state

active duty during the recent violent
protests in Atlanta followmg the Los
Angeles riots.

- make it to compete. “My first priority

g
‘every level possxble in 1985,” said .. -
Koundourakis. “It says a 1ot about a
- unit that can educate, train and motx-, :
vate its soldiers to win honors: such as -

At the tlme e didn't know if he’d

is my unit,” said Koundourakis.

“Besides I wouldn't deserve any of the
awards if T abandoned my unit when I
home to-one of the most dedicated sol- -

was needed.”
“My achievements are the product

“jof a team effort. The 178th has consis- -

’V'Edvmander. “We are

: conﬂxct

these,” he added. ,
“Andy's a great guy. Everybody

member of the 178th MP Company.
“He's also very squared away and
knows what he's talking about. That's

‘why you like and respect him,” Eng-

lish added.

He believes that the young soldier is

the future of the guard and has

“already started to give back what he - R
felt he received from his NCOs — the

drive to “be the best that you can be.”

- He has begun to help young soldiers

prepare for promotions and awards

boards as well.

“You have to nurture that sense of
pride that is often neglected, Koun-
dourakis said. “Sgt. Koundourakis

-epitomizes what will become standard -

-and has that extra “umph'’
- take him to the top,” said Sgt. 1st
‘Class Tracy Smith, his supervisor.

“support to the U.S. Central
Command in Saudi Arabia.

' She was awarded a Bronze
Star for her service durmg the .

" The Outstanding Airmen
. aWard is presented annually - her.”

Sergeant Page has received,”
said Lt. Col. Lester L. Preiss
111, commander of the 224th.
“She competed against the
best of the best in the Air
Force and I'm very proud of -

'FULL FORCE — Sgt. Andy Koundourakis advances as point man in a dia-

mond formation with is unit, the 178th Military Police Company of Monroe,
Georgza ¢ Photos by Spec. M attze Jones, 124th Pubch Affairs Detachment)

in'family support. His wife, Karen
helps prepare him for boards, travels

~ for the Georgia Army National Guard.

He is eager to learn, a team player,

Koundourakis is a member of the
Enlisted Association of the National
Guard and also believes very strongly

which will -

“to competltion and even attends rep

training with him. He has a degree in
political science and Russian lan-
guage and is currently working on a
graduate degree in public administra-
tion with a concentration in finance.

“I know this has been a definite
career move. To get me out now, they'd
have to kick me out,” said Koundoura-
kis.

Soldzer of the year

Brigade MP cops top prlze

By Spec. GREG HOLLEY
48th Brlgade PAO

pec. Kelly L. Johnson of Macon,
a pre-engmeermg student at
Macon College, is thinking of making

" the Army a career.

- If he does, he's likely to go far.
The 20-year-old military police-
man, who serves m,Ig.eadquarters

.Ja i-#b i".

.Company, 48th Infantry Brigade

(Mech) in Macon, has been selected

as the Georgia Army National Guard
" Soldier of the Year.

- “Although Johnson has only been
“in my platoon for a little over a year,

" he has proven himself to be a class A

soldier,” said his platoon sergeant,
Sergeant 1st Class Edward Adams.

“ “Hehasbeen a deﬁmte asset to our

umt ?
~ Johnson was selected to represent

"Georgia after winning at company

and brigade level. The competition
consists of numerous categories, - .

JHTEAT HH RIS

“sent Headquarters Company,” said
- Johnson, “and I felt it was my

-the hard-core stuff »

5\2,.5"5:“"‘4‘“4 ) b E

such as military presence, basic sol-
dier skills, military courtesy, famil-
iarity with weapons and other duties -
of the soldier. The competition is
judged by top ranking NCOs.

“I was happy to be able to repre-

responsibility to be all I could be.”
After he won the brigade competi-
tion, Johnson was presented a Geor-
gia Commendatxon Medal.
The next step? “I think I would like
to try Ranger school,” he saxd “I like

ARSI



More real:

By Lt. Col. (P) ROBERTT.
BAIRDII
Master Fitness Trainer

Despite an aggressive fitness
program prior to mobiliza-
tion, a young captain from a Geor-
gia Army National Guard unit
that deployed to the Persian Gulf
said his soldiers still felt severe
soreness in their legs during the
early stages of deployment.

The lesson? Our present physi-
cal fitness methods did not fully
prepare soldiers to do the things
that must be done to fight.

Under combat conditions, sol-
diers were required to carry full
magazines of ball ammunition on
their load-bearing equipment
(LBE) a full magazine in their
weapon and two full canteens of
water at all times. V

Ammunition and water are
heavy. The soldiers simply were
not accustomed to the load.

While the present Army Physi-
cal Fitness Test (APFT) has
. served us well, there is a better,

- more efficient test. S

It is a timed foot march carryin
combat equipment,

The foot march has long been
recognized as a military skill and
an indicator of soldier fitness. The
APFT is an athletic endeavor. It -
does not measure the ability of sol-
diers to perform their mission.

More useful would be a Combat
Fitness Test. It would involve
marching four kilometers wearing
field uniform, helmet, LBE, pro-
tective mask and ruck sack. Max-

~one hour, :

imum time of complétion would be
- The protective rﬁésk should be
worn for a half kilometer of the
course. ' C
Every soldier should carry

weight in the ruck and LBE equal-

ling 30 percent of the soldier's
weight, ' ' -

The foot march with equipment
is by no means a new measure to
verify fitness. Most of the elite
forces in the world, including the

Combat Fitness Test

2]

stic measure of soldier's mettle

- U.S. Army DELTA Force, incorpo-
- rate similar approaches to screen

prospective candidates. )

The APFT is a good test that has
yielded a combat-capable force, It
has some flaws, however, and
these flaws are amplified in the
National Guard training environ-
ment, '

Because of limited training

‘time, we must train as we will
fight. Soldiers must be prepared to
perform military missions effec-
tively after incurring great physi-

- cal and mental stress.

S

The APFT does not measure the
ability of soldiers to perform their
mission during or after completion
of the test. They shower and
change into duty uniform.

‘Too, it's costly, difficult to man-
age, and not equitable to reserve
component soldiers. Guardsmen
must purchase shoes, for example,
out of their own pockets.

The cost of over-40 screening,

necessary to train for the APFT, is
. high. Minor sprains, aches and

- other injuries brought on by a spo- |

radic exercise program also are
costly in training time lost.
Most speculation about the
Army of the future envisions a
lean and agile force capable of

- rapid deployment. That scenario,

_coupled with the experiences of

the Gulf War, leads to the proposi-
tion that units must be prepared
to adapt quickly to changes in mis-
sion, lack of organic transporta-
tion, and a requirement to move
great distances on short notice.
The Combat Fitness Test, and
not the APFT, is the way to train.

Preparation vital for marathons

By JIM GARAMONE _ |
American Forces Information Service

he first man to run a mara-
thon died from it.

The messenger Pheidippides
keeled over after running from
Marathon to Athens and announc-
ing the Greek victory over the Per-
sians in 490 B.C,

The bad name he gave the sport
has lasted: Many people think
marathoners are crazy.

But hundreds of thousands of
Americans have taken to the
sport. The military — which, of
course, stresses physical fitness —
has been in the vanguard. The
Army sponsors a 10-mile race in
Washington each October.

For those who would consider
long-distance running, prepara-
tion is essential. “You don't wake
up one morning and go out and,
decide to run a marathon,” said’

Dr. David Brody, an orthopedic
surgeon who founded the Wash-
ington (D.C.) Runners Clinic of
George Washington University
Hospital.

Brody says those who wish to
run a marathon should start pre-
paring a year in advance. They
should be running 15 to 20 miles
perweek. - ’ ‘

About three months before the
marathon, runners should bring
their weekly mileage up to 45
miles. He recommends five run-
ning days per week., ‘

Mileage should not be divided
evenly each day, but with inter-
mittent long runs. “The body has
to get used to longer runs,” he
says. “Runners should start with a

he says. “The mﬁscles on the calf,
back of the thigh and lower back:
get stiff running. Stretching alle-

_viates this.”

Runners should stretch before
running, just after running and
another time during the day unre-
lated to the run.

Weight training is important, |
too. Research shows that it's espe-

‘cially helpful to get runners

_ through the last six miles of the

marathon. Brody recommends
training with weights on the two

- off days per week.

Runners need also to get accus-
tomed to drinking water while
they run. -

Diet is important, too. Brody

long run of eight to 10 miles and . says to avoid fad diets and concen-
trate on complex carbohydrates
such as pasta, potatoes and bana-

- Brody strongly advocates a good nas. They produce glycogen, a

build up to a 20-mile run one
month before the marathon.”

. stretching program and weight ~ sugar they body uses best when
training. “Stretching is essential,” running.

'_eal;n with
downsizing

-You pick up a newspaper and it's there.

You listen to the news and it's there.

Everyone is talking about it — downsizing of
the military. .

For some members of the Georgia Army
National Guard, downsizing is very much a
reality. Their units are going away, being deac-
tivated. . ‘

For others, the effect of downsizing is
unknown. Rumors abound, but getting the facts
is often difficult and what is true today may not
be tomorrow. . : '

Whether you are a victim of downsizing or,
like everyone else, a potential victim, here are
some suggestions for dealing with the stress
that uncertainty causes: ;

* Don't waste your energy on things that you
can't change. Focus on those things that you
can do, like writing to your elected officials to
make your views known. . ‘

¢ Talk over your concerns with friends or
family. Don't keep your anxieties bottled up
inside. : «

* Find a favorite place to escape to whenever
possible. Some find meditation helpful.

* Participate in some enjoyable leisure activ-
ities, maybe exercise, fishing or listening to
music. - ; .

There's a cheap booklet available for help in
'dealing with stress. It's available for 30-cents
from the National Mental Health Association,
1021 Prince Street, Alexandria, Va., 22314-
2971. It's called “Stress: A Fact of Life.”

One possible symptom of emotional stress
may be canker sores. Although doctors don't
actually know that they're linked, they believe
the sores may be related to stress, gum injuries
and to certain foods. S '

- If you are prone to canker sores, it is recom-
mended that you avoid eating a lot of sugar, as
well as nuts, chocolate and acidic foods like

~ grapes and citrus fruits,

While the canker sore is healing, you may

or antacid tablets to decrease the acidity of your
mouth. Gargling with mouthwash may help
relieve the pain. An over-the-counter ointment,
Zilactin, may also provide relief, according to
the Health Newsletter. :

Compiled by Lt. Col. Laura Strange,

Guard.

find some relief by sucking medicated lozenges.

chief nurse, Georgia Army National

had the problem bee

Kevlar helmet's design
caused some headaches

As many as 500 unnecessary headaches might
have been avoided had units stressed accident
reporting. That's the word from the U.S. Army
Safety Center at Ft. Rucker, Alabama.

 When the Kevlar helmet replaced the old steel
pot, airborne soldiers faced a new danger from

for five years.

head injuries, but the Safety Center didn't know it

~ That's how long it took to identify a weakness in

the helmet's design, because not all head injuries
were reported. The helmet is now being modified,
but a lot of headaches might have been avoided

sooner.

n identified and corrected . -
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Manning: stripes

are there for those

who want them
—page 2.

“Welcome aboard
for new Air Guard
chief

—page 2

Guard called out for
;;_:net duty
——page 9

| Air*'ambu.lanCe unit
gets off ground

Bloody battle

replayed on

Georgia coast
—page 20

Ga. guard

‘members receive

accolades
~—page 21

‘The Georgia

- Guard's airman,
soldier and NCO
oftheyear

—page 23

ANN UAL TRAINING '92

t seems as if the Georgia Army and

Air Guard is taking on more of a

global mission sometimes, with all the.

globetrotting that soldlers and airmen
do.
This training year, for example,

: guard members have trained world-

wide. In this issue, we look at annual
training. Besides the normal rotations
at Ft. Stewart, among the palmettos

and pines of the largest military reser-

vation east of the Mississippi, Army
guard units have traveled to exotic
locales like Texas and the desert of
Southwest Asia.

The 277th Maintenance Company,
for example, spent its two weeks, not
languishing in a Southeast Georgia
firing position, but gainfully employed

at the Red River Army Depot in Texas, /

in support of the 25th Infantry Bri-
gade.

—page 15

SPECIAL REPORT

RepOrt
focuseson
‘next decade

E Th ] Natlonal Guard=—-
for th ma’cter all m1htary
‘services —isin astateof
" flux. Confusion abounds. In
this report, the Georgia -
Guardsman explains just
what's ahead for the Geor-
‘gia Guard, looks at some of
the reasons for these monu-
mental changes, and how
~ these changes can and will
affect the individual sol-
dier.
There are, of course, no
easy answers on how to
deal with down-sizing. But
inside is a five-page special
~ report on how soldiers can

IN THIS ISSU

make choices in the wake of
‘reorganization, retention
boards and armory clos--
ings.

TV commercials CENTERPIECE |

to feature 48th

Hollywood came to Fort'Stewart,
not in search of flatness, but to find .
training in action. A film crew from
the Golden State spent two weeks -
with the 48th Brigade duringits "
August annual training period to film
three public service spots promoting

the National Guard. About 30 brigade

soldiers were used in speaking and
action roles in the commercials. -

The crews filmed all mannerof
action at the National Guard trammg
Center during the brigade's mgorous

fortnight. Story on page 19 Sheaee

‘For a battalion of Georgla engineers

accustomed to greenery and hills, the

flat, featureless desert of Southwest -
Asia has been quite a change. But
members of the 878th and 560th engi-
neers have quickly adjusted while

~ training there. .

Durlng a months-long series of
rotating in and out, the engineers
-have honed their roadbuilding, con-

" struction and soldisring skills, not to

mention learning how to interact with
a vastly different culture.
For a complete update on what

those Georgians have been doing thxs '

3 summer, turn to pag‘e 12 and 13

; From Red Rlver &epot to Southwest Asia

Units from the 265th Engineer
Group paved their way across a classi-

fied location in a classified Southwest -

Asian nation, where they befriended
locals and enjoyed their culture while
trying to stay cool.

And other engineers traveled. Just
outside Atlanta ta help rural home-
owners whose property contains haz-
ardous waste obtain clean water.

Col. Ce’c‘il Pearce
named Ass't. AG

Ga. Gov. Zell Miller has announced
the appointment of Col. Cecil L.
Pearce-as Assistant Adjutant General
_of the Georgia Army N tional Guard.

Pearce, a natxv) Georgian, is a vet-
eranof r years service in
the Georgia Army Guard. He enlisted

" in the Georgia Guard-in 1955 and was

commissioned as a:second lieutenant
upon graduation from Officers Candi-
date School 1959.

Hehashelda vanety of command
and staff assignments including com-
mand of the 118th Fleld Artlllery Bri-
gade in Savannah. g

Brig. Gen: Wﬂham P. Bland Jr.,
Georgia's Adjutant General, said,
“Colonel Pearce is an outstanding offi-
cer and leader. His background and
experience will be invaluable to the

~Georgia Army Guard.”

Pearce is president of Atlanta's Rog—
ers Bridge Co.,,Inc. ~

Blali'dford's \de}ath
leaves a void

Brig. Gen. John L. “J ack” Blandford
died recently of cancer. The former
commander of Troop Command, who
had only two years ago retired, was

Blandford known
by many for h1s sto-
rytelling ability and
inveterate loqua-
ciousness, was also a
fine soldier, accord-
ing to those officers
who worked with
him during his three
~ decades of service to the Georgia Army
National Guard. -

A tribute to Gen. Blandford appears
“on'page 21.
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B THE MILITARY BEAT.

Sen. Nunn speaks out,
stands 1 up for guard

All of a sudden, the future is now. )
With the dramatic ending of the Cold War,
future missions for the National Guard are rap-
- gressional leaders have their- way, the Guard's

increased vitality and nnportance

should examine ways to-refocus local reserve
component. trammg on local | commumty sup-
port initiatives whenever feasible and opera-

chairman of the Senate Armed Semces Com-'
mittee.

counterpart in the House of Representatlves, .

sions this summer, as part of the debate regard-
ing the FY 1993 Defense Authorization Bill.

tively used: to rehablhtate and renew existing
commumty raczhtles, assist with aeromedical

“Guard Youth Corps. Funded begmmng last
year, the progr m

; 3 litary models of educa-
txon, perso

‘in service to their communities.

Guard units fnay tackle missions in Atla’ a,
helping restore blighted areas with engineerin

appear to’ carry a built-in incentive to carryout
such missions, making their communities be t-
ter places to hve and work. '
. s - Numbers Game? -
Although future Guard missions are commg

Guard strength

c1als in recent months: regardmg the Guard's’

reduce the Department of Defense s request for
Guard and Reserve cuts.

Nunn's committee has, for the time being,
rejected the Pentagon's “budget by subtraction”
which provided a “less than compellmg case,”
~according to Nunn, for a proper mix of actlve L

forces, w1th Guard and Reserve.

According to'Sen. John Glenn (D- Oth) the
Pentagon has been unable to demonstrate ade-
quate rationale, regarding the reserve units it
wishes to eliminate. Glenn heads Nunn's sub-_
committee on manpower and personnel. .
This initial standoff may prove only a prelude (
to alarger, ongoing debate regarding the proper
balance between active and reserve strength in
the post -Cold War era. ‘ :

idly taking shape. And if highly-respected Con- | -
in the Georgia Army

traditional “state mission” w111 take on' - National Guard, I am

“We are leaving a security era that demanded
large numbers of U.S. combat forces stationed
overseas, or operating in forward locations at |
high states of combat readiness The mlhtary 1
" the guard is facing perhaps

tionally justified,” says Sen. Sam Nunn (D-Ga.), |

Nunn and Rep Les’ Aspm (D- WlS ), Nunn s

have been bramstormmg future Guard mis-{

According to Nunn, the Guard could be effec-
evacuatlon, -and support local nutrition pro- |
grams. nghhghtmg Nunn's list is the National |
des1gned to assist disad- | :
kills deveiopment and work
So if Nunn's-plans come to fruition, Georgla%' ;

assets, for example. As residents of Georgia's |
cities and towns, local Guard members would

Newly appois

By CMS DAVID

WILLIAMS o
- Senlor Enlisted Advisor
" Georgla Alr National Guard
 Nunn and Aspm have debated Pentagon ofﬁ- 1 — :

into focus, what's shghtly less clear is future‘

future membershlp And in late July, Nunn' s
Senate Armed Services Committee voted to

- _enlisted advisor for the"

" Guard. I was formerly a

Army Guard reductions

‘By CSM BILLY MANNING

" Command Sergeant Major
1 Georgfa Army National Guard

s Itravel across Geor-
g1a and meet with the
enlisted soldiers and NCOs

1mpressed with the jobs
‘these men and women
exhibit and the leadership
quahtles they demonstrate.

its toughest challenge in ‘
many years. The active -
Army and the reserve com-

1 ponents are bemg reorganized and downsized.

‘Therefore, I think it's very important for young

: sold:ers to begin planning their military careers
" now. Young guard soldiers and NCOs can begin this
 process by sitting down with their leaders and set-

ting a course of action to pursue. First on the list

to be when you retire. Then you should evaluate
_your current career track to determme if you can
stay there and meet that goal

E 7 ‘e vel. If oal is to attain the rank of ser-_

‘a different tack to reach that plateau
ave to hange career fields.

,Atr Guard reductzons

y way of introduction,
ITam Chief Master Sgt
David W1lhams, new senior

Georgia Air National

member of the 224th Joint
Communications Support

~ Squadron in Brunswick. At the unit, I held the
, pos1t1on of NCOIC for operations.

‘As with all guardsmen throughout the state, I am
carefuily ‘watching and analyzing what will be the

-continuing effects of on-going defense reductions on
- the men and women of the Georgia Air National

Guard. At a recent first sergeants’' meeting in
Savannah, we pledged to help those guardsmen

“affected by force reductions in the state, both on the
- Army and the Air Guard side. T pledge to you my.

personal dedication to help retain or place our

obs in some units are capped at the E-6 or

“Only the best w111 be retalned”

you'rea spemahst enroll in PLDC. If you' re a ser-
geant, get in BNOC. And if you have reached the
rank of E-6, you already know the value of those,
and you're ready to take ANCOC.

But don‘t wait until the last minute. Schools and
funds may not be available to those who procrasti-
nate. There are plenty of options, but 1t all rests '
with the individual.

~ Remember that at each higher level that you - '
reach, that promotion through the NCO rank struc-

ture brmgs with it new challenges and opportuni-

ties. You as an NCO are responsible for the training
and career development of those young soldiers who :
- report to you and look to you for guidance. :
" And think about this: how well NCOs perform in’
 their assigned jobs and how well they execute those
leadership traits that are expected of them will

have a direct bearing on whether they will be

~ retained after 20 years of service to the National
- Guard. This has become increasingly critical as the
“armed forces become smaller. Many Georgia

guardsmen were not retained during the last reten-
tion board cycle. Boards evaluate soldiers on physi-

" cal fitness, milita educatlon civilian education
should be a clear goal of the point at which you want i : “

and the demonstratmn of thelr leader skills. One
outcome of this is that the NCO corps will get
younger. :

‘Each NCOMUST be arole model and a standard- S

bearer. Those who don't measure up will be elimi-

_nated. Only the best of the best will be retained.
T'offer these comments not to intimidate you, but
to encourage you to take advantage of the opportu- -

nities that’ are avaﬂable

‘rgla Army. N atlon

er. A st'that it has ever been.
it to plan The tlme isnow.

'M’ ke t;happen

t: d\ Sr. enllsted advxsor dlscusses future}f;

: feilow guardsmen in other units, when or if future

force reductions occur.

- Brig. Gen. Michael Bowers has asked each
Guardsmen to personally contact their
representative in Congress urging their careful

“evaluation and restraint over future decisions to
draw down our numbers. Let me simply underscore
his request to write your Congressional and State

representatives on this vitally important issue. I
certainly have, and I hope you will.

 One of my goals as I travel throughout the state
is to meet with as many Air Guardsmen as possible

to learn of their feelings toward the guard. I know

* that there are situations which need to be looked at

and opportunities which need to be enhanced, but I
am confident that together we can move

aggressively in meeting the new challenges and -

bulldmg a better and stronger Air National Guard ‘
in Georgia.
As I become more accustomed to the day-to-day

_ responsibilities of my new position, I will be out
visiting each unit. I will look forward to learning
your thoughts, ideas and concerns about our guard

- program. In the meantime, I look forward to seeing

~you in this important pos1tmn

e
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'JOIN OUR CLUB

- tions clout before Congressional committees -

AG: it's your choice to
join or not to join

11 of us get a steady

stream of letters
telling us just how much
our careers depend on
belonging to various pro-
fessional organizations.
It is true that each of
these organizations
works very hard to pro-
tect our careers and ben-
efits; to get us modern [ENNE A A
equipment; to keep our Brig. Gen. William
units from being cut out P.Bland -

of the force structure, ‘
Membership does give each of these orgamza-

and the Department of Defense. The larger
their membership, the more their message is
heard.

Every member of the Georgia Army and Air
Guard should seriously consider the merits of
these organizations. However, the declsmn to
join must be yours and yours alone.

“Command pressure” to join these organiza-
tions will not be tolerated.

I encourage each of you to think about mem-
bership and then make up your own mind.-

WOfth Repeating

o . : IR ' .
A merican armed strength is
only as strong as the combat

- capabilities of its weakest service.

Overemphasis on one or the other
will obscure our compelling need —
not for air-power, sea-power or land-

~ power — but for American military

power commensurate with our

tasks in the world.”
—Gen. of the Army Omar Bradley,
US Ammy

“We llaVe‘aIWays known that
heedless self-interest was bad
morals; we know now that it is bad

economtcs. .
—-Franklin D. Rooscvclt ;
_U.S. president

o . o
Show me a good and gracious
loser, and I'll show you a failure.”

: —~—HKnute K. Rockne,
U.S. college football coach

- Stewart, Lightman worked with

“very well,” he said.

Georgla Guard's new IG

‘Always on duty and never off the record’

Col. Donald R. Lightman, a
regular Army infantry offi-
cer, has been named Inspector
General for the Georgia Guard.
For six years, while serving with
the 24th Infantry Division at Fort

Macon's 48th Infantry Brigade
(Mechanized) “I know the guard

20

In an interview shortly after
assuming the post this summer, nghtman dis-
cussed his approach to the job.

Q What is the role of the IG in the Natlonal

Guard?
A: TheIGin the Natlonal Guard serves the same

;purpose as the IG in the active component — that

1s, toi 1nqu1re into and report on matters affecting

“mission performance and readiness, economy, effi-

ciency, dlsclplme, morale and quahty of life. _
We conduct inquiries and investigations into sen-

. sitive issues as directed by the Adjutant General,
and we process requests for ass1stance for both the -

Air and Army Guard.

Q: There's an old saw: “I'm the IG and I'm
here to help.” Most people think that's on par
with saying, “the check's in the mail.” How do
you intend to operate?

A: The office of the IG was created to help com-
manders and soldiers. In the past, some command-
ers used the IG rather than the commandersto
enforce compliance with regulations.

Bng Gen. Bland wants to put the commanders
back in the role of conducting compliance inspec-

tions and use the ofﬁce of the IG to asmst the com- .

manders. oo
. Our real job is to facilitate commumcatxons We

' fappropnate activitiesior actions; not the 1G. -

Col. Donald Lightman

“are problem solvers. Our primary function is to

assist commanders, soldiers and their families in .~
solving problems and establishing communication.

Q: If somebody tells you something in confi-
dence that you know tobe a vxolatlon of the
law, what do youdo? -

A:The IG is always “on duty and never off the
record.” Our office goes to great lengths to protect

the confidentiality of people who request our assis-

tance.

AR 20-1 is very specific under what circum-

" stances the concept of confidentiality may not ,
apply. But otherwise, our clients' 1dent1t1es are pro-.

tected from disclosure.
"The main purpose of the IG is that of a teacher.

 Very few people violate regulations intentionally,

so we instruct as we inspect. It's better to correct
the problem as we find it rather than to keep find-

‘ing the same problems.

Q: What command authorlty does the IG

~ have? , . A
A:The IG hasno command authority. Heis a spe-
cifically trained staff officer on the personal staff of -

the commander or The Adjutant General. His job is
to point out differences or irregularities and recom-

~.mend actions to.correct..Commanders, direct the R

| Bland, the Adjutant General.

1 to know.

INSIDE
The Army Guard

Lawton is cleared
of harassment charges

| A Second Army board of officers has cleared
Lt. Col. Julius J. Lawton of charges of sexual

‘harassment. The allegations were the subject of |

several reports by an Atlanta television station.

Following three days of testimony, the board
concluded that Lawton “did not engage in-a pat-
tern of sexual harassment 1nvolv1ng Jackie
Renfroe-James.”

James had publicly alleged that Lawton had |
sexually harassed her while she was a member
of the Georgia Guard. She was honorably dis-
charged from the Guard in the late 1980s.

The board also found baseless allegations
that Lawton subjected other female soldiers to
sexual harassment.

case “is now closed,” said Brig. Gen. William P.

The four-member board was compmsed of
officers outside the Georgia Army National
Guard. Two members were National Guards-
men, one from Kentucky and the other from
Tennessee. The other two members were from
the active Army.

On four, off three |

Enjoy long weekends? Full-timersin 11 Army
and Air Guard offices and facilities are experi-
menting with a four-day work week. Hours
worked are generally 0700 to 1730 and most
people who are participating take off either
Monday or Friday.

The test will run for six months. Not every-
body prefers longer weekends. About half the
'120 people in USP&FO, for example, elected
not to participate. It's voluntary

Molar Mobile is not mobile

The Molar Mobile, a fixture at annual train-
ing in recent years, is no longer mobile. The’
equipment has been removed from the trailer
and mounted permanently at McKenna Armory

mobile Molar Mobile. Now, we suppose, it's a
Permanent Molar.

Plan ahead

A note for the ambitious: Beginning 1 Jan 96,
the feds won't recognize your promotion to bri-
gadier general unless you're a graduate of the
Senior Service College. Just thought you'd hke

- Join the Guard. Get rich.

OK, if not rich, join the Guard and get a
bonus. All non-prior service applicants who join
the 48th Bde., 878th Engineer Bn., 165th Sup-
ply Co. and 24th RAOC, will be ehgxble for a
$2,000 enlistment bonus.

Don't picnic on the range

- Active indoor firing ranges should not be used
for storage or for any purpose other than firing
weapons, says the state's occupational health
manager, Patricia A. Ferguson.

Among the items found stored there are pic-
nic wares, chairs, tables and office equipment.
So, if you've been inviting your friends over for
a leisurely picnic on the range, stop it now. Why

The decision by the board means that the | ‘

in Macon. Repair costs were too high for a |

else. woqld,yot;fha e.picnic gear.s stored there? :

4
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 PERSONNEL

GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA
. COMPANY D, 1/1220 INFANTRY

WINDER, GEORGIA
©FY @2

PERSONNEL
@ OFFICER §
® ENLISTED 91

TOTAL 96

HQ AND HQ COMPANY, 1/1220 INFANTRY
COMPANY A, 1/122D INFANTRY
PERSONNEL
® OFFICER 11
® ENLISTED 134
TOTAL 145

ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS

® DRILL PAY $303,000 .

® ANNUAL TRAINING $78,422

_ @ SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $308,25

TOTAL-3689.673 e

ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS
® DRILL PAY $183,000
@ ANNUAL TRAINING $49,810
@ SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $148,963

TOTAL $381,773

448TH ORDANCE DETACHMENT
205TH FREIGHT DETACHMENT’

PERSONNEL
o OFFICER 0
o ENLISTED 19

. TOTAL 19

ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS
« DRILL PAY. $24, SR

o ANNUAL TRAINING $7
« SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOO

TOTAL '$44,098

COVINGTON, GEORGIA
COMPANY B, 1/122D INFANTRY -
COMPANY C, 1/122D INFANTRY

@ OFFICER 10
® ENLISTED 182

TOTAL 192

ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS

@ DRILL PAY $357,700

@ ANNUAL TRAINING $93,519

@ SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $306,089

TOTAL $757,308

e

WASHINGTON, GEORGIA
COUPANY E, 1/122D INFANTRY

PERSONNEL
@ OFFICER §
@ ENLISTED 91

TOTAL 88

] ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS
@.DRILL PAY $206,500
| @ ANNUAL TRAINING $58,404

 SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $195,246
TOTAL $460,150

.

PERSONNEL
® OFFICER 19

® WARRANY OFFICER 2
® ENLISTED 127

TOTAL 148
ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS

@ DRILL PAY $416,000
@ AHNUAL TRAINING $106,000

® SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS ”344‘,337 ;

TOTAL $963,437 :

AVANNAH, GEORGIA
Fye2

- 118th FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE

i
i

i
i
i

|. SPECIAL REPORT |
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Closings loom; but guard will only lose 900 soldiers

By Staff Sgt. ELLIOTT MINOR

124th PA Detachment

he Georgia Army National Guard, forced to

deactivate 10 units because of military down-
sizing, plans to keep all its armories open and to
provide new opportunities for those who want to

serve. :

The Georgia guard is scheduled to lose fewer than
900 members this year as the U.S. military scales

down. No Air Guard units aré affected.
The Guard met its reduction goal through attri-
tion, retirements, transfers to the Army Reserve

“Our missions will remain
‘essentially the same”

and to the Individual Ready Reserve. .
“Our missions will remain essentially the same,” September.

Message to citizen-soldiers:

By Pfc. CARLOS A.

- CAMPOS

124th PA Detachment

n the wake of downsizing,

L restructuring and other
changes in the Georgia
National Guard, at least one
tdp recruiter had an impor-
tant message for the state's
part-time soldiers. -

“We have a home for people
ifthey want to stay inthe =
guard,” said recruiting Maj.
Andy Durden. “Provided that
they are willing to do the
things to get them qualified,
they certainly do have a
home.” .

The restructuring of the
guard has meant changes for a
lot of guardsmen, and to help
cope with those sometimes dif-
ficult changes, Durden said

‘We have a home for you

his staff has made up teams
which have visited the
affected units, “and explained

“what we were doing.”

Armed with a slide presen-
tation, and condensing. . .-

““mounds and mounds of infor-

mation,” compiled by the
Vision 2000 committee, Dur-
den said guardsmen through-
out the state were informed of
their options because of the
many changes. ;
In order to meet mandated.
troop reductions by 30, Sept.

_the National Guard has

slowed its recruiting efforts,"
sped up discharges of unsatis-
factory drill participants and

.raised enlistment standards,

Durden said.
- But most importantly, it

has offered its troops four

options in the event their unit

’

was either being deactivated
or moved. ' ‘
The first option was to move
‘with the unit to its new loca-
tion. The second option was to

find a slot in-andther unit, if

possible, Another possibility
was to be slotted as excess in
another unit for a year, and -
hold out to be placed in a per-
manent slot commensurate

- with the grade. Finally, retire-

ment was an option, but one
which Durden said, “We really
didn't push.” ,
‘Durden said more problem
will exist in relocating dis-
placed senior NCOs and offi-
cers, as less slots exist
throughout the state for them.
The key to all the changes,

Durden said, is that “It takes a.

lot of coordination with each
individual and each unit.”

said Harry Heath, a spokesman for the Adjutant

General. “We will have to do them with fewer peo-

ple, which means we cannot retain people who can-

not or will not function completely as soldiers.”
Under a plan known as Vision 2000, the guard is_

deactivating 10 units, moving four and creating

eight new units.

‘While it has been a summer of transition, all of
the changes will have taken place by the first of

ange

" UNITS BEING DEACTIVATED

HHB, 118th Field Artillery Brigade

Savannah
HHD, Co. A, 1/122d Infantry (TLAT) Winder
Co.B,C : . Covington
Co.D ' Gainesville
Co.E o Washington
A/158th Military Intelligence Company - Marietta
448th Ord Detachment ‘ Decatur
59th FCDD Decatur
205thFCDD. .. Decatur

UNITS BEING RELOCATED
' - : From To
122d RAOC Lawrenceville Savannah
HHB 1-230th FA Waycross Savannah
Service Battery, 1-214th FA Elberton Washington:
148th Medical Co. (AA) Atlanta Marietta
NEW UNITS CREATED

24th ID (RAOC) Savannah
Det. 2, HHC, 1/121 Inf. Winder
Det. 1, Co. A, 1/121 Inf. Winder
Det. 1, Co. C, 1/121 Inf. Gainesville
Det. 1, Co. A, 2/121 Inf. Covington
Det. 1, Co. B, 2/121 Inf. . Covington
Det. 2, Co. D, 2.121 Inf. ) Lawrenceville
Det. 1, HHB, 1-230th FA Waycross

Chatham Artillery, Georgia's oldest, preserves ,itsi‘lineage

By Spec. MATTIE JONES
124th PA Detachment

n January 1968, the oldest

regiment in the Georgia
Army National Guard, the
118th Field Artillery Regi-
ment, ceased to exist as a reg-
iment. , ‘ ‘

“When a Guard unit is lost,

it's lost forever,” says Maj. -
Eugene C. Martin, the state's
Force Integration Readiness
analyst. “It's not like the
active component where a
unit can be deactivated and

slineage.”

v

some future unit can pick up

it lery, the headquarters

Rather than preserve the
118th as a regiment, the state

-almost 25 years ago created

the 118th Field Artillery Bri-
gade and a new regiment, the
230th Field Artillery, accord-
ing to National Guard
Bureau. - :
The 118th FA Regiment,

organized in 1751, was Geor-
gia's oldest regiment and one

~of the few in the National

Guard that served in the Rev-

olutionary War. L
To preserve the 118th's lin-

eage to the Chatham Artil--

- vated-on the last weekend in

element of the 1st Battalion,
230th Field Artillery at Way-
cross is being moved to Savan-
nah and redesignated _
Headquarters Battery, 1st
Battalion, 118th Field Artil-

lery.

The 2nd Battalion, 214th
FA at Statesboro and the 1st
Battalion, 230th FA at Way-
cross consolidate to form the
1st Battalion, 118th Field
Artillery.

By the time Savannah's
HHB, 118th Field Artillery
Brigade was officially deacti-

“There were three or four sol-

August, virtually all of the 139
guardsmen affected had found
slots elsewhere. -~ :

. “It'was pretty chaotic, to sa;
the least, earlier in the year
when we first got the news,”
said HHB First Sergeant
Bruce O'Berry. :

“Now that the dust has set-
tled and the deactivation is
complete, I think most every-
one is content with their new
units,” he said. '

. About 98 percent were suc-
cessfully reassigned, he said.

5 o

toretire, but as promised none
of the 18 full-time staffers lost
a job, took a pay cut or were
demoted,” O'Berry said.
“General Bland and his
staff did an excellent job of
finding us all new jobs.”

Some guardsmen trans-
ferred with most of their
equipment to new units fol-

‘lowing annual training this

year. Some may require
retraining in new units, he
said, because not all were able
to remain within their mili-

‘tary specialties.
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‘It s a little harder for us to
move like the regular Army’

D ownsizing affects
members of the Guard.
But it affects families, too.

While most guardsmen in
deactivating units were able
to find new slots within 50
miles, some weren't so lucky.
The 122nd Rear Area
Operations Center (RAOC) is
one example,

The entire unit was shifted
from Decatur to Savannah.
That can have considerable
impact on families, says
Second Lt. Tanya R. Brinkley,
the state family program
coordinator. -

“Some members may have
been driving 10 miles to the
unit,” she says. “Now they
may have to leave on Friday -
afternoon and they won't be
back until Sunday night.”

There's a financial impact

It's a little harder for us to
‘move on like the regular Army
does.”

~ Tomake the adjustments
easier on members and their
families, family support
groups are being organized in
every unit in the Georgia
Army Guard.

The objective is to improve
the quality of life, she says, to
provide a support network to
resolve problems as they
arise, including deactivations -
or relocations.

In some areas, it's a strong,
active organization. In
Newnan, for example, family

‘members of guardsmen in

Troop E, 348th Cavalry, meet
regularly, publish a
newsletter, and conduct
fund-raisers.

The group even established

Famlly

STATE CHANGES

FY 92 -

CAPT. MICHAEL T. HOLDER, left, commander of Company A, 158th leztary Intel- L

ligence Battalion, helps Lt. Col. Michael L. Seely, commander of the 151st MI battalion,
furl the guidon of the 158th at the deactivation ceremony on August 15 at Dobbins Air
Force Base. (Photo by Sgt. Jerry DeAvila, 124th PAD)

-FY 95

STATE - PER CENT

TENNESSEE 5812
GEORGIA

FLORIDA

| ALABAMA

FY 92 LOSSES

| PERSONNEL

PER CENT

37.7

212
v -20.5 :
154

as well. “Financially, it's more
difficult when they have find,
and pay for, a place to stay
overnight. Plus, there's the
cost of travel.”

Change can prompt anger,
too. She explains:

“We've got some soldiers
who are angry because they
have been together for years.
They're used to each other.

spring.

call. The number is

They had a solidarity and now 1-800-242-4222, extension

they don't have it anymore. - 6561.

a $500 college scholarship, *
- which was awarded during
graduation ceremonies this

If you are experiencing
‘hardships from relocation or
deactivation and think the
family program can help your
family, Brinkley invites you to .

- @ OFFICER 50
@ WARRANT OFFICER 2
® ENLISTED 635
TOTAL 687
ESTIMATED ANNUAL PAY LOSS
® DRILL PAY $1,478,400
' ® ANNUAL TRAINING $390,021

TOTAL $3,274,390

@ SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $1,405,869

' CHANGES =

= %NORTH‘CAROLINA: o8 482 ;
~ SOUTHCAROLINA 1695 ~  -128
CIMISSISSIPPI 1483 85

LOUISIANA 80

FY 93 LOSSES

PERSONNEL
OFFICER 33

e WARRANT OFFICER 24
® ENLISTED 479

TOTAL 536

ESTIMATED ANNUAL. PAY LOSS
® DRILL PAY $1,190,900
@ ANNUAL TRAINING $485,255
® SPECIAL TRAINING/SCHOOLS $972,850

TOTAL $2,597,880

Air Force not paring down, but rebuilding up

- By Maj. KEN BALDOWSKI

Air Guard VPA'O

he Air Force today is undergoing the most

fundamental reshaping it has experienced
since it was established as a separate service
nearly half a century ago. The changes touch every
corner of the institution and every aspect of how
airmen do their jobs.

The Air Force will continue to have a role in
maintaining stability in many parts of the world,
but will have to discharge this responsibility with
leaner forces.

Global Reach-Global Power is the overarching
structure which air powers's inherent strengths —
speed, range, flexibility, precision and lethality
are employed.

Between 1987 and 1995, the service wxll
undergo substantial personnel reductions
including force cuts of 10 tactical fighter wings
and a reduction of 170,000 active duty airmen.
The AF personnel cuts of 20 percent compare to
Army cuts of 15 percent from its 1986 peak, Navy
cuts of 7 percent since '89 and Marine cuts of 6
percent from 1987.

According: to:Se%atmy@ﬁthg&:&‘»or%;\ onald. .

B. Rice, “We're not parmg down theAn' F'oree;, ,

we're building a new, smaller Air Force from the
.ground up”.

Regardless of the role played by the :
restructured Air Force, the air capabilities in the
new “Global Reach-Global Power” structure will
prepare the service for the future. Structural
changes will equip the Air Force to respond to all
contmgencles whether as the main combat force or
in a supporting role. :

The Air Force has long been structured on an
artificial distinction between so-called tactical
aircraft and strategic aircraft. In the new
structure, a new command will employ air power
as a unified whole. Two major new commands —
the Air Combat Command and the Air Mobility -
Command will incorporate the former Tactical Air
Command, the Strategic Air Command and the
Military An‘hft Command, all which went out of
existence on 1 June 92.

On the support side, Logxstlcs and Systems
Command merged on 1 July to become the

Material Command providing seamless hfe-cycle E

systems support. Electronic Security Command
became Intelligence Command last October,

-consolidating all Air Force intelligence functions. -

Communications Command hashecome afield. - -
0931’8&1&3 agency; with most-of its personnel. - .

transferring to field commanders who now are
responsible for operating their own
communications and APP support.

Air Mobility Command will have MAC's
intertheater airlift, most of the U.S. based theater

airlift, and most of SAC's tankers. They will focus |

on the overall problem of force mobility or getting
people and equipment to the fight. With fewer
U.S. troops stationed overseas, the AF of the.
future will be required to airlift mlhtary power to
trouble spots within hours.

 The Air Reserve Component (ARC) plays an
important role across the breadth of our activities.
Indeed, although active manpower hasbeen
reduced by more than a quarter since the
mid-1980s; Guard and Reserve personnel
strengths will maintain their current levels even
as the active-component decline'to base force:
levels. In the fighter force, ARC units will grow
from one-third to over 42 percent of the total force

‘by 1995. In the new AF structure, fully 48 percent

of Air Force fighter cockpits will be filled by
Reservists and Guardsmen. During Operatlon -
“Desert Storm” the ARC validated the AF's
confidence in them, but current plans push - :
reliance on the ARC to the mammuman relation to:!
the size of the{otalforcec. . ~

A Education
Schools become more 1mportant
for guardsmen seekmg rank

Sesirde o

ous. For promotion after 1
October, guardsmen must

. people have had the opportu-
nity to go to school. People
who didn't take advantage of
the opportunities are at a dis-

“With the drawdown, edu-
cation is particularly impor-
~“tant,” said Sgt. Maj. John W."
' Holland, the state's schools

have completed a Primary program manager. advantage with the retention
Leadership Development “The biggest thing that's - boards. Education is one of the
Course (PLDC) the basicnon-  going to impact on schoolsis  factors they consider.”
commissioned officers course - the retention boards,” he said. In the Georgia Army Guard,

schools are big business. This
year some $4.5 million will be

(BNOC) or the advanced
- course (ANOC).

“The budget had been pretty
good for the last few years, so

COMMAND SGT. MAJOR BILLY MANNING talks to mem-
bers of the Advanced NCO Course.

spent. “It's safe to say that
almost every Georgia guards-
man is involved in some-
thing,” Holland said. “The
average guardsman has a
requirement to go to some
kind of school almost continu-
ously.”

Most of them are run out of
Macon's Georgia Military
Institute. This year, for exam-
ple, a dozen ANOC and BNOC
courses will be run, each with
about 60 participants. Four
PLDC courses also were
offered, with an average of 108
participants each.

While the first phase of
ANOC and BNOC is held in-
state, guardsmen may be sent
anywhere inthe country for
the second phase. Some engi--

North Dakota for the second
phase.

In addition to the state's on-
going NCO training pro-
grams, special courses are
conducted, usually at annual
training.

More than 200 members of
the 48th Infantory Brigade
(Mech) were trained in the
11M MOS (Bradley Fighting
Vehicle Infantryman) at a
Schoolhouse for the Soldier
program at Ft. Stewart in
August. - :

Most were former members
of the 1st Battalion, 122nd

- Infantry (TLAT) who were

transferring into the brigade.
At the end of the school, which
is conducted in conjunction

. with the U.S. Army Reserves,

SGT. 1st CLASS OBIE F.
KING shoots an azimuth on
the land navigation course

during the Advanced NCO SGT. 1st CLASS ELAINE FITZGERALD takes a break in the »
field during the Advanced NCO Course. (Photos by Sgt. 1st SOLDIERS PRACTICE fuel supply point trazmng as part of
-the Schoolhouse of the Soldier at Fort Stewart.

Course.

Class Willis Mitchell, 124th PAD)

Those wzth 20—plus years reviewed i ~

“neers requiring highly-spe-
d training-were sent.to

guardsmen are awarded the
- 1IM MOS."

Retention boards retire 80 EMs, 30 guard offlcers

By Staff Sgt. ELLIOTT MINOH
124th PA Detachment

Retentlon boards, charged with keeplng only
the best in the era of military downsizing, -
have recommended the release of more than 80 -
enlisted soldiers and approximately 30 officers from
the Georgia Army National Guard.

The boards met in the spring to review the :
records of 662 memlbers with over 20 yetrs' service.’
~ “This should not be viewed as a punitive action,”
said Lt. Col. James A. Bruno, deputy director of per-
sonnel and administration. “The purpose of the
retention board is to keep the best qualified sol- .-
diers. The ones with the best potential and. the
records to back it up will be retained.” :

The retention boards: consxdered pmmanly senior
levekofficersiand NCOs: ¢ild ol OiA odinoes

Retention boards are suppbaeﬁitoarew“ewthe%-

- records of members with over 20 years routinely

every other year.

In April, a six-memberboard that mcluded Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Billy Manning reviewed the records
of 458 enlisted guard members: :

It recommended that 82 be retired, that 119 have

their records reviewed again in a year and that 257 ,

beretained for two more years,

-A second board, made up of three ﬁeld grade ofﬁ-
cers; met in May to review the records of 204 offi-
cers. It recommended the retirement of
approximately 30. S ‘

Manning said the enhsted board had to be more
selective because of downsizing and to ensure

‘upward mobility of top-flight young soldiers.

While nearly everyone will have an opportunity
to serve at least 20 years, continued service will -
dependon umtmeaeg‘bwemmbféfadwamen%atf?
and meétinigiallphysivatardstucutional pegisiresc

ments, Manning said. S
This year board members had a mandate from
Brig. Gen. William P. Bland, the Adjutant General,

to keep only the most quahﬁed Bruno said..

The boards considered such things as mlhtary
and civilian education, fitness and weight, effi-
ciency reports and potential for advancement.

“The primary purpose of the retention board is to
provide for continued upward mobility in the organ-
ization,” said Maj. Donald W. Venn, chief of plans
and actions.

“The biggest thing the board members are
instructed to look for is a soldier's and an officer's
potential. Have they peaked outas far as poten-

‘tial?”?

Those who are not retained can transfer to the
individual ready reserve or to the retired reserve.

wmmw%awwmmMWMm%
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What s next?

Vision 2000 committee examines state;
matches guard units to communities

hy is a National Guard unit in your home-
town?

Does the population support it? What about the
future?

Those are the kinds of questions pondered by
Vision 2000, a group of officers and senior NCOs
representing major commands and State Head-
quarters staff sections.

Their job, explams Lt. Col. Richard H. Stokes,
who served as vice chairman
of the committee, was to
reinvent the Georgia Guard.

‘While there were guide-
lines, the planners were told
to “consider any and all
options, as if the Guard
didn't exist,” Stokes said.

They worked for nine
weeks, with the 12 commit-
tee members meeting in
small groups as much as four
times per week.

They examined communities, umts and regions.
“We wanted to try to make sure a Guard unit was
available to every Georgian although it might' not
be in his home county.”

By studying current commuting patterns, they

discovered that most all guardsmen in non-head-

quarters units live in the county where the armory .

is located, or an adjoining county. They, therefore,

-sought to put units within 25 miles of everybody —

or, roughly, a 30-minute maximum commute.
They also explored ways to expand the recruit-
ment pool. Most all units in South Georgia, for

“example, are combat units. Is it possible to relocate

some units that can recruit women? Those are the
kinds of questions they asked.

The panel discovered that a population of 22,000

is the minimum needed to support a Guard com--
pany. But “some locations have less than that now
and they have excellent support records for the
-Guard, so you can't look at the people base alone,”
Stokes said.

Another con51derat10n, in demdmg howtoreactto

downsizing, is cost. “We looked at the cost to retrain

a unit if we moved them,” he said. “We tried to keep .

the cost of relocations to 'a minimum and to use
existing skills as much as possible,” he said.-

Therefore, in considering the kind of unit to move’

to Winder, for example, planners took note of the
existing infantry skills in the TLAT battalion.

~ The committee's work is des1gned to guide the -
state’ tlxrough current and future downsxzmg, now
scheduled to run through fiscal year 1995.

Where to put units not a crap shoot

A s the Georgia Guard shrinks in size, planners
evaluate how to do it most effectively, with the
least possible impact on guardsmen, their families
and communities where they live.

They debate options — saying, for example, if the
primary goal is to accomplish a specific objective,
what's the best way to go about it?

Here are five possible ways to go:

+ Eliminate all separate detachments and units
in areas too thinly populated to support a National
Guard presence. -

. * No separate units would have detachments,
but detachments would be allowed in battalions
with organic companies. Use the best possible pop-
ulation support base. And, maintain only two of the
present three flight facxhtles.

* Provide the best possible.command and control
in the state, with priority to the 48th Infantry Bri-
gade (Mech). Protect the lineage of the Chatham
Artillery. Demographxcs would be a second priority.

* Place units in areas where the population
exists to support them.

* The best possible command and control for the :
state.

Ineach 1nstance the ram1ficatlons are debated
by planners. Strengths and weaknesses of each
approach are weighed.

Numbers tell one story. But, in the end, it's not a
science. It's people and families and communities.
Does your community support you? o

Decisions can't be made by the numbers. But
planners do, as a starting point, construct a demo-
graphic profile of all Guard communities.

Here's what the numbers tell:

* Current National Guardsmen/women in the
county.

. Guardsmen/vgomen living in adjommg RS

counties. A

* Male population prOJected in 1996 and 2000.
20(')()County populatmn prOJectlons 1n 1996 and

* Percent of h1gh school graduates entermg mll
itary service.

-* Percent passing armed forces entry tests. |

* Percent of current population in the local
Guard unit.

- Each unit is profiled, too. Especially 1mportant is.
historical strength. Half of all units are at 95 per-
cent of authorized strength or better. The units
with the most severe strength problems ranged
from 56.6 to 80.6 percent strength. :

| Guidance to the planners

Planners operated with guidance from the AdJu-
tant General, Brig. Gen. William P, Bland Jr.

His current command intent: :

* No armories will be closed. ,

+ Utilize existing personnel to fill every vacancy
possible.

* Every attempt will be made to provide every
guardsman/woman job opportunity, both the full-
timers and the part-timers.

* Combat readiness will not suffer.

~ Instructions from National Guard Bureau

Maj. Gen. Raymond F. Rees, director of National
Guard Bureau, had some specific instructions for
planners,

The key points:

* Ensure we provide for displaced soldiers and
families.

"« High-quality soldlers must be encouraged to
continue. ,

* Unsatisfactory performers must be expedi-
tiously processed for discharge.

..+ Planning for and accommodating dlsplaced sol-

diers and famlhes should be a high: pnonty

4in the 166th Malntenamce

{ riot control and natural dis-

| are a lot of people still in who

What soldiers say ...

“It hasn 't affected me yet If
| they are going to downsize,
that's fine — as long as they |
W { don't cut money for training.”
d —Staff Sgt. Craig Ott,

'
i

Police Company

“If they get rid of the people
that aren't very good, then §

they won't have to bother sol- BB
diers that really want to be in
the guard.” —Spec. William 8
A. Hall, Hinesville, mechanic §

Company.

“Personally, I'll have to work

harder — get my schools in, |
‘my PT score higher — keep
‘ahead of the cuts.” —Spec.

Christopher B. Bishop,
Atlanta, medical admin. spe-

cialist in the 138th Medmal
~ Company

“We should eep the same’
size. Our mission as a state
militia hasn't changed, i.e.,

asters. If we downsize to
much we may jeopardize that
mission,” —Sgt. Thomas
Washington, 2nd Battalion,
214th Field Artillery.

“Two good things that will
come out of this is — one;
-some of the higher ranking
NCOs will retire freeing slots
thatwill allow for junior sol-
diers to be promoted: — two;
the majority of soldiers will
pick up a secondary MOS
which will make them more
flexible for promotion pur-
poses,” —Sgt. Dennis Mul-
key, Atlanta, HQ STARC.

“A lot of young soldiers are

getting out because there's no
place forthem to go (advance-
ment). Hopefully the reor-
ganization will open some
slots for these soldiers. We
lose good ones every day. The
retention boards need to
tighten up on PT standards
and weight control —- there.

Jjust don't measure up,”
—Staff Sgt. Chris Gaudry,
'2nd Battalion, 214th Field
Artillery.

Duluth, 178th- M111tary -

Relieved that they were weren't nieeded

IF THE GUARDSMEN MOBILIZE for riot control, they will travel in
- trucks and have to learn to exit the vehicles quickly, as members of the

‘, Scout platoon of Headquarters Company of the 1st Battalion, 108th

Armor practzce at Fort Gzllem.

jail when he received an important phone call;

Guardsmen came from 10 communities
Guardsmen mobilized during the three days of looting and vio-
lence in Atlanta drill at armories in Calhoun, Canton, Cedartown,

Dalton, Douglas, Covington, Gamesvﬂle, Wmder, Washmgton
and Atlanta.

TO PREPARE HIM-
SELF for anything that
may happen, Staff Sgt.
Greg A. Cady, a Brad-
ley vehicle commander
in the scout Platoon of
Headquarters Com-
pany of the 1st Batta-
_lion, 108th Armorand a
car salesman from Dal-
ton, practices move-
ments with the stick
and wears a flack jacket
at Fort Gzllem.

Guardsmen ready to face riot challenge;

By Spec. EMORY MINOR
124th PA Detachment

TLANTA Ga. — Deputy Charles R. Ward
was guardmg prisoners at the Polk County

Raymond Deblois was on duty at Northside
Hospital when he received a similar call..
Ward and Deblois were among 1,000 members

-of the Georgia Army National Guard who where.

mobilized by Gov. Zell Miller to protect lives and
property during three days of looting and violence

 in Atlanta.

The turmoil i in Atlanta and several other U.S.
cities was in response to the acquittal of four white
Los Angeles police officers who had been -

~videotaped beating black motorist Rodney King.

~ Spec. Ward, a tank driver in Bravo Company,
1st Battalion, 108th Armor in Cedartown, said his
coworkers clapped and his mother cried when they
learned that he might be called on to mamtam

~order in the city.

Deblois, a medic with D Company, 1st

- Battalion, 122nd Infantry in Gainesville, said he

had Joked about the possibility of a-call-up and two.

hours later he was told to report to his unit. -
Deblois, the Guard's Soldier of the Year in 1990,

said he was apprehensive but hopeful they would

~ arrive in time to make a difference.

Miller mobilized guard members from three
north Georgia units Thursday evening after
_youths went on a rampage in downtown Atlanta,
smashmg windows, beating people and | -

ing cars. Sporadic clashes were reported
betwe 1 police and demonstrators on Friday and

, Saturday ‘Guard members were never sent into
‘the c1ty'because pohce were able to mamtam

" Units- affected by the call-up were the 1st
Battalion, 108th Armor, headquartered in
Calhoun, the 1st Battahon, 122nd Infantry
headquartered in Winder and the 190th MP
Company of Atlanta.

“We are glad the mission didn't go off, but
disappointed we could not help Mayor Maynard -
Jackson and the local police,” said Lt. Col. Allan
O'Rouke, commander of the 108th. -
~ During the three days of state active duty, the
guardsmen slept in an armory on Confederate
Ave. and in warehouses on Fort Gillem. They .
practiced riot control and amused themselves by
batting balls with their riot batons and tossing
horseshoes. Some crowded around a television .
Saturday afternoon to watch a Braves game.

“I'm glad we didn't have to be used; it's better to
be bored then for someone to get hurt ” saxd
Deblms.

MEMBERS OF THE SCOUT PLATOON for Headquarters Company of the 1st Battalion, 108th
- Armor progctice: getting into. riot-controlformations to limitie rfusioniif & real situation occu s at Fort
Gillem. (Photos by, Spec. Eric D: Johnsong 124th PAD) -

SPEC. IRA DOUGHTY of River-

1ST LT. DAN PEABODY of

- Smyrna, a member of the 190th

MP Company, says that being
called-up for riot control is routine
since he-is a police officer in the
cwzlzan world.

SFC. ELIZAH LOR, of
Unzon Czty, is a:member of. the
190th MP Company. “I was at

-work when I got called.:We are cit-
" izens and we may have-to face citi-

zens or maybe people we know.” .

dale, a member of the 190th MP
Company, says there was a senseof
uncertainty about the call-up.
“You don't know how the situation
can escalate. I just hope for the

best.”
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Leftovers from 116th
Feeding the Hungry

The 116th Fighter Wing at Dobbins has
become the first Atlanta-area military unit to
donate leftover food from week drills to the
“Atlanta Table,” a project of the Atlanta Com-
munity Food Bank.

The project was initiated by Master Sgt.

“Philip Bersch, president of the local chapter of

the Non-commissioned Officers Graduate Asso-
ciation and MSgt Charles Pritchett of the 116th
Services Flight.

The “Atlanta Table” began in 1987 to address

! the problems of local hunger. More than 200

local restaurants, caterers, hotels, hospitals
and other food service prov1ders partlclpate
donating from 20 to 1,000 pounds of prepared
food per pickup. -

Honoring Champions

A Savannah high school has been cited for
outstanding athletic performance by members

of the 117th Air Control Squadron. Recruiters - |

Master Sgt. Greg Gray and Tech Sgt. Kelly
Smith presented Johnson High School's basket-
ball team and its coaches with a congratulatory

plaque and letter. The team won the State -

AAAA basketball championship.

The Durable C-130

Marietta's Lockheed Aeronautical Systems
Company has delivered its 2,000th C-130 Her-
cules aircraft, this one going to the Kentucky
Air National Guard ‘The C-130 is the longest
running aircraft production line in the aviation
industry. More than 60 countries fly it.

“Foots‘tevps to Follow

- Staff Sgt. Margaret N. Johnson, a secure-tel-
ecommunications systems technician with
Brunswick's 224th Joint Communications Sup-

port Squadron, was presented an associate of

arts degree from Commumty College of the A1r
Force in ceremonies at Glynco Jetport.

The two-year degree in electronic systems
technology was earned by combining credits
achieved through Air Force technical training

schools and Brunswick and Valdosta State Col- ‘

leges. ~
Graduation speaker Dr. Morgan Stapleton,

vice president of academic affairs at Brunswick-

College, praised the commitment of Sergeant
Johnson. She spoke, as well, of the credibility of
the Community College of the Air Force within
the academic community and encouraged the
200 assembled Air National Guard members to

follow in Johnson's footsteps.

Johnson lives in Savannah and is employed
by Barrett Oil Distributors as a systems man-
ager. Her parents, Wayne and Margaret John-

also participated in the

3 Wh‘eeler, theatate smmmxssmnenmf Vetertmé

LT COL BARRY BEIRIG, left the pzlot ofan F-15 that crashedin the Great Smoky Mountains National
‘Park, joins 116th Fighter Wing commander Col. Stephen Kearney, right, in honoring Rangers Steven
Kloster and Jack Piepenbring. The rangers received the Georgia Medal of Valor for their role in the rescue.

Two get Medal of Valor

Park rangers cited for rescue
of downed Air Guard pll()t

t was a rescue that would have made television's
MacGyver proud, said one newspaper.

Two national park rangers rappelled from a
hovering helicopter on a cold January day toreach
the pilot of a Georgia Air National Guard plane that
crashed in the Great Smoky Mountams National
Park.

'For their heroics, Rangers Jack Plepenbrmg and

. Steven Kloster have been awarded the Georgia

Medal of Valor by Brig. Gen. William P. Bland,
Georgia's Adjutant General. Also present was the
pilot of the downed F-15, Lt. Col. Barry Beirig, and
the commander of the 1 16th Fighter Wing, Col.
Stephen Kearney.

The two rangers were cited for their role in

‘ rescuing Beirig after two F-15 Eagle jet aircraft

collided while on a training mission over the North
Carolina section of the park.

One aircraft was able to make an emergency
landing at McGhee-Tyson Airport in Knoxville.
Beirig's F-15 was critically damaged and crashed
into a remote area of the park after Beirig ejected.

The pilot, clad only in a flight suit and light
Jjacket, parachuted into the park unharmed.
Tempe}ratures\dipped below 10 degrees that day

’ and Beirig landed miles from the nearest roa\d;

Beirig called for assistance using a portable radio

-and guided a‘Tennessee Air National Guard

helicopter to him. Dense vegetation made it -

- impossible to land, so Rangers Kloster and.
- Piepenbring had to rappel about 150 feet down to
_assist the pilot.

To reach safety, they\ gulded h1m four mﬂes

- through rugged terrain and thickets of -

rhododendron to the nearest trail and then two
more miles to the road.

Rappelling from a hovering helicopter mto trees

is a hazardous maneuver rarely undertaken. “It
was a tremendous relief to see that hehcopter,” said
Beirig.

“The Georgia Medal of Valor was created to

“recognize heroic acts performed by members of the
Army National Guard and the Air National Guard,”

Kearney said. “The events of 15 January were so
compelling we felt compelled to honor these two
rangers for their acts.”

In addition to the Georgia Medal of Valor, the two
rangers were also given an Exemplary Act Award .
by the U.S. Department of the Interior..

eteran guardsmen who served on active duty
during war time, including Operation Desert

Storm, are eligible for a free Georgia driver's license A

under a state law which went into effect July 1.
To qualify for the free license, a guardsman had
to be on active duty during an armed conflict, but

- not necessarily assxgned to a unit or division which

directly participated in the conflict.

-Also, you must have entered the National Guard
in Georgia, and be a résident of the state at the time
.of application for the license, according to Pete

‘Guard vets eligible for free license

If you entered the National Guard in another
state, you must be a resident of Georgia for five

consecutive years to be eligible for the free license. .

Members or former members of the National

Guard who have at least 20 years of service are also
“eligible for the free license. '

Also eligible for the license are spouses}of

disabled veterans who do not have driver's licenses,

or the unremarried spouses of deceased veterans.
Veterans who feel they qualify should take their

dxscharge ‘papers (DD-214 form) to any office of the

Georg1a De ment of Veter,ans Semce for.

~ for the first public showing of

Y 16th Flghter ng Famlly

ids of all ages scrambled -
to have their pictures
made in the cockpit of an F-15
or standing beside the F-22
during Family Day at Dobbms ‘
Air Force Base.
More than 1,500 guardsmen
and their families showed up

the Air Force's next genera-
tion tactical fighter, the F-22,
which is to be built next door
at Lockheed Aeronautical
Systems Co.

Display of the F-22 at the

Day marked its first appear-
ance at a non-Air Force gath-
ering. It is one of only two
prototypes built. The second
was damaged in May in a
crash at Edwards A1r Force
Base, Calif.

In addition to the F-22,

- another 15 combat aircraft

were on display, includinga

, v1ntage Chinese jet fighter.

Two World War II Air Force
tramers currently used to

- provide real—hfe combat simu- -
“lation to paying customers at
. Charhe Brown Alrport werea -

\ AMERICA'S NEXT GENERATION TACTICAL FIGHTER — the F-22 — made its first public
' appearance at Famzly Day activities in June at Dobbins Air Force Base.

Family Day at Dobbins

Public gets ﬁrst look at F-22 prototype

- source of great interest, as

were two F-16s from the 169th

- Fighter Group, which saw

action in Operation Desert

- Storm.

Aircraft from the Air Force

‘Reserve, Marines and Army

were also on display.
Highlight of the day was the
traditional five-kilometer

Family Day foot race for

guardsmen and serious run-
ners. Staff Sgt. Perry Doyle, a
member-of the 116th CAMS,

- won the race for the second

& employed by the 116th Weap-.

THE FUTURE AIR SUPERIORITY FIGHTER of the
U.S. Air Force is closely examined by F-15 pilot Maj. Scott
Hammond and future pilot, three-year-old Joshua, at the
Family Day activities for the 11 6TFW. -

18:06. Maj. Cynthia Islin, also
of the 116th CAMS, was the
first female guardsman to
cross the finish hne

In addltlon to the race and
static displays, which
included vintage automobiles,
live firepower demonstrations
‘showeased the field tactics

ons Systems Security Flight.
The Cobb County Police

- Department's K-9 unit pre-

sented attack demonstra-
tions. -

 Families were treated to a
lunch of hotdogs-and hambur-
gers, while being serenaded -
- by an afternioon of music by

- the 530th An' Force Band. .

Brunswmk unit ass1sts Afrlcan relief effort

By Maj. DONALD N.
EDMANDS JR. \
224th Joint Communlcaﬂons o
Squadron

A ssisting international -
relief efforts is becoming
routine for the 224th Joint

Communications Squadron at
Glynco Jetport in Brunswick.
For the third time in three

years, the Georgia Air guards- -

men have responded to an”

appeal for assistance in load-

ing emergency relief supplies.
The relief supplies for war-

By Spec. ERIC D,
JOHNSON
124th PA Detachment:

he Georgia National
Guard joined forces with

provide relief to the hurri-
cane-ravaged areas of south
Florida after Andrew hit in
late August.

“The National Guard
Bureau tasked the Georgia
Guard to provide equipment
support to the Florida ‘
National Guard,” said Lt. Col.
(P) Robert Ban’d the Director

- of Loglstlcs for the Georgla
Guard

rxot control’ after #éports of -

the Florida National Guard to

“The Georgla Guard sent 293

ﬂak jackets and 299 batons for a cordm

In South Florida, too,
‘Georgia Guard helps

heavy looting, according to Lt.
Col. Phillip Glise, the trans-
portation officer in the Deputy
Chief of Staff-Directorate of
Logistics.

Fort Stewart also sent thou-
sands of Meals Ready to Eat
(MRESs) and Tray Rations (T-
Rats) to the devastated area.

A C-130 H cargo plane from
the 125th Fighter Group and

- Operational Support Aircraft

of the Florida Air National
Guard out of Jacksonville
landed at Wright Army Air-
field at Fort Stewart to pick up
‘the supplies August 25. The
plane then went to Dobbins
"Air Force Base in Marietta for
more supplies, then dropped
them off at Opaloca, Fla.,
which is Just north of M1am1,

_torn Zaire were being shipped

by MAP International, a non-
profit health and rehef organ-

‘ization with international

headquarters at Glynco.

MAP had been requested by
the U.S. State Department's
Office of Foreign Assistance to

1 airlift the medical and other

supplies valued at $3.5 million

| which had been donated by

various American health care

| companies.
To load the plane, squadron :

members volunteered to help
supervise MAP employees as
they built and netted the pal-
lets. The guardsmen then took

SRR

over and quickly loaded the
commercial DC-8 freighter

with 14 pallets. MAP employ-
ees, meanwhile, loaded sacks

of flour, which had been
donated by another humani-
tarian relief organization.
“The shipment to Zaire
would not have taken place
had the guardsmen not pro-

~vided their equipment and

expertise to help load the air-
plane,” said Larry Glass,
MAP's director of relief.
The shipment was not the
first time the 224th had been
- called for help. In 1989, they
loaded a Boeing 727 with $1.6

MAJ. RAYMOND J. KING Logzstzcs Ofﬁcer for the 224th :
| Joint Communications Support Squadron, assists the DC-8
| Edadmaster:in: doading oneof the 14ipallets of medical supplies
destined for Zaire. (Photo by: Mcv’ﬁ&ial N. Edmands Jr ).

million in medical supplies
and food destined for Panama
during Operation Just Cause.

And in 1990, while dis-
patching personnel on Opera-
tion Desert Shield, the unit
loaded a Boeing 707 with $2
million in medical supplies
bound for Liberia.




THE CO. B 878’1‘1{ is extendzng the runway by 250 meters on each side. Here, fkey are paekmg

the dirt and gravel to prepare for layzng the asphalt. 4
Engineers pave way
to good relations

hree weeks of sun, sand

and water. It sounds like
a vacation. But, for members
of the 265th Engineer Group,
headquartered in Manetta, it
is hard work. '

mountainous area and half
working in a flat, sandy area
of the country. Company C of -

- the 560th Engineer Battalion

of LaGrange, also spent its
annual training in sandy

Southwest Asia.

Georgia Army national The northern group,
Guard engineers are spendmg working at a host nation
their annual training in the airbase, prepared a site for a
desert — a Southwest Asian  K-Span building for storage
desert. Various engineering and began extending the
projects are giving soldiersthe runway. “We're building a site
opportunity to train ina harsh up with fill dirt and paving it
desert environment. .- * i " with asphalt for the K-Span

. o g : building and extending the

During the month of July,

engineers from Company B of runway 250 meters on each

the 878th Engineer Battalion, end,” said First Lt. James
Kammerdlener, the

headquartered in " horizontal bracti
Sandersville, separated with 1° r1zonla ?ionsf ruCc 1on
half Workmg in a dusty, ~ platoon leader for Company B

THE
ENGINEERS

Mission: business as usual at AT

What they're domg
The engineer project, called Eastern Castle '92, is a joint
Army-Air Force exercise to improve the host nation's infra-

structure and to demonstrate the benefits of continuing a
military relationship with the U.S.

. The orgamzatmn

The engineer task force is commanded by the Georgla
Guard's 265 Engineer Group. It includes Georgia's 878th
Engineer Bn. and its 560th Engineer Bn., the active Army's
92nd Engineer Bn., and the U.S. Air Force's 823rd Red Horse
Civil Engineer Squadron.

Their projects

« The 878th and the 823rd are extendmg a runway by 500
meters.

ture artificial hmbs and orthopedic braces.
Workmg conditions :

The desert environment is inhospitable, makmg construe-
tion work demanding and training realistic. Daytime tem- |
peratures reach 138 degrees Fahrenheit. Winds of 30 to 70
miles per hour hinder construction and cause longer work
days. The dnve between work s1tes i
_hours.

 The 92nd is constructing a prosthetlcs lab to manufac-

The southern group was
also concentrated at an
airbase. “We're building two
K-Span buildings for storage,
expanding the road by 2
kilometers and improving a
range house,” said Lt. Col.
Henry Chapman, the
battalion commander for the

'878th Engineer Battalion,

headquartered in Augusta.

The desert environment
makes the workday a
challenge. “This annual

. training gives us the
opportunity to get familiar .

with this type of environment
and the difficulties training in
it,” said Chapman. The 560th
Engmeer s First Sgt. Guy -
Crowe added, “We're working
from sunrise to noon and then
fromGpm to 9 p.m. But,
we're getting used to the heat
and doing without
necessities.”

The local people have
proven to be very helpful to
the U.S. soldiers. The
southern task force
commander, Capt. John

‘Heath of the 265th Engineer

Group said, “The people have
been very helpful. They seem
very grateful that we are here

and very eager to share their-

culture.”

Several Active Army .
engineers accompanied the
878th and 560th to evaluate
their progress and overall
training. “T'o compare them to
a regular Army unit, these
soldiers are accomplishing
missionsjust asgood and even
superior to anactive duty
unit,” said First Lt. Paul

Olsen of the 43rd Engmeermg‘

Battalion at Fort Benning.

- “Their motivation, drive and

teanivi"ork carries them
through.”

The engmeermg units are
rotatingin and out of the .

“country every two to three

weeks. The projects are due to
be.complete by -
mid-September.

FAC R S

A MEMBER OF THE 878TH surveys the runway site and
reports the progress to the platoon leaders N

Storles and photos by Sgt. K1mberly Ryan, ,
- 124th PA Detachment

" Southwest A C ‘good experience. “This ismy .
9# ‘ w st Asla. first time overseas. Overall,
- “We have not had any you can tough the weather

- seem to be fairly liberated and appreciate homeand . .
_they understand thérole of

THE CO B, 878TII is spreadmg the asphalt for the K- -span building to be used for storage on the
azrbase. : .

IN THE SOUTHERN REGION, the Co. B, 878th sets up its base camp in the mzddle ‘of a sandy,
flat desert : . . :

Women in the desert
Female engineers say trek

not a problem for them

the female in the Army,” said
Sgt. Paula Marlatt of 878th

Headquarters, who has been
in the country for two

he women are veiled,

rarely allowed to leave
the home and restrictedin
most everything they do. But,

the women in the 878th rotations — 36 days.
Engineer Battalion, _ Only 10 females out of a
headquartered in Augusta, group of 120 soldiers spent the
are being treated just like _ month of July in the Middle
the1r male co-workers East, but no problems have

been reported. “I haven't been
treated differently,” said Sgt.
Yvonne Grant, who works in
communications for the
company,

Grant said it has been a

These female soldlers are
Georgia Army national Guard
meinbers and they are domg
their annual training in the
harsh desert conditions of

problems here. The people out, but it really has made me

MEMBERS OF CO. B, 878TH try one of the local agricultural

products — dates.

Leave it to the supply
sergeant to befriend
the local vendors

In the middle of a desert, far from what we know as civ-
ilization, the most important aspect of survival is supply.
~ The supply section of the 560th Engineer Battalion was
prepared for anything. The group sent an advanced group
‘of 24 soldiers and one of them, Sgt. Larry Easom, a supply
sergeant for Company D, began to set up the supply sys-
tem.
“We set up a 'schematic of the mil vans prlor to coming
so that we can find supplies easily,” said Easom. “The only
“real problem we've had is obtaining ice, but everything i is
going pretty well.% ‘

The key to Easom's success, however, is dealing with the
local people. Easom handles the rations, water, laundry,
etc. and with great ease due to his rapport with the local
vendors. While dropping off the laundry, Easom never
Eefuses to have tea w1th the gentleman in charge of laun-

ry.

Easom doesn't speak the language, but frlendlmess
seems to communicate his intentions. “I've met some local
people and some British people. I've made some good
friends here, 'said Easom, who will spend a total of two
months in the country.

-THE NORTHERN AERBASE nestled.in tke mountazns The runway is bezng extended and
two; K .span buildings are belng erected

¢
{
]
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Shots, pills, physwa S AMBULANCE

the138th does it all |
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Rl CEah S it

By Spec. y Spec. ERIC D. "JOHNSON
124th PA Detachment

edic. On the battlefield the medlc may be the
. difference between life and death.

“When a soldier is wounded, the combat medic's
job is to stabilize and transport the soldier to
another line of treatment, like the 138th Medical
Co.,” said Cadet Jennifer L. Splinter, a 138th medic.

After the soldier's condition is stabilized, he's
sent to a Medical company for up to 72 hours, then
to a Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH) and,
usually within a week, to a rear area hospital.

“We are very mobile and can move within eight
hours,” said First Sgt. Marion Washington, a nurse
at Grady Memorial Hospital's burn unit in Atlanta.

In addition to its wartime mission, the 138th per-
forms other critical tasks. “On drill weekends we do
physicals, regular training, provide medical sup-
port for units going to rifle ranges and we also do
shot missions (updatmg shots at units),” Washing-
ton said.

While at F't. Stewart for annual training, “we are
doing something we have been asking to do for a
number of years,” said Capt. John E. Hughey, exec-
utive officer and acting commander.

“We are getting our basic medics some clinical
training,” explained Hughey, a police supervisor for
the City of Atlanta. “We have about 60 people
farmed out: to different medical settings doing some

A 138TH MEDIC, SPEC. JAMES J. PILGRIM
III, draws a blood sample from a patient during
clinical training at Hunter Army Azrﬁeld in Savan-
nah,

hands-on training with active duty personnel.”

Besides hands-on training, members of the 138th
run the National Guard Training Center dispen- -
sary every year during annual training. They take
in heat injuries and other medical emergencies
from the field and run morning sick call.

While the work may seem routine, there is some-
thing special about the unit, members say.

Spec. Donna D. Fuller of L1thon1a, a licensed
practmal nurse, descrlbes it. “The fact that we can

SPEC.JOHN W. LANE, a pharmacist in the 138th
Medical Co. and a mental health specialist in Dah-
lonega, carefully fills a prescription during sick call
;%) Stewart. (Photos by Spec. Eric Johnson, 124th

all work together and as a family is what makes thls ’

unit special,” she said.

»“We don't make much money, so there has to be
some form of enjoyment. Unconditional love and
respect for others — that's what makes this unit
‘special,” said Spec. Thomas Lee Gibson, a medic -
who serves as an operating room technician-at the
Veterans Administration Hospxtal in Columbus.

Chemlcal warfalr — the eight-minute difference

SGT. JIM ROSE of Wathinsville and Sgt. Michael
A. Reid of Athens try to determine the type of chemi-
cal threat they have encountered during a training .

- sexercise dt Ft. Stewart‘ (leto éy,Sgt‘iMmkehs,

124th PAD) ~

By Spec. &ERIC D JOHNSON
124th PA Detachment s

ight minutes can be an eternity. Or, if you're
trying to don chemical protective clothing, it
passes in a flash.

“They have eight mmutes to put on their top, bot-
tom, boots and gloves,” said Staff Sgt. Carlos A.
Bradshav’v of Athens, the nuclear, biological and
chemical (NBC) noncommlssmned officer for Mon-
roe's 178th Mlhtary Police Co.

During this year's annual training, the Monroe
unit was evaluated on the effectiveness of its NBC
program.

Bradshaw's role in the Army Training Evalua-
tion Program (ARTEP) was to evaluate teams, like
that consisting of Sgt. Michael A. Reid of Athens,
Sgt. Jim Rose of Watkmsvﬂle, and Spec. Paul
Hammes of Athens.

For one exercise, Sgt. First Class Keith Glass of
Monroe, a platoon sergeant, gave the three-man
team an operations order to find and mark a con-
taminated area near a bridge. -

“They don't know what hazards they may
encounter,” Bradshaw said under his breath.

Suddenly the vehicle with the NBC team -
stopped. “You want to stop 100 to 150 meters before
the contaminated area because of the weather,
wind or rain,” Rose told the evaluator.

“Because of the heat, go ahead and stopjust

that you would have donned your MOPP (mission-
oriented protective posture) gear here.”

Just shy of the bridge, the team stopped to put on
their protective clothing, thick, bulky suits with-
rubber gloves, boots and gas mask Eight minutes
is the maximum time allowed. “Then they have

nine seconds.to.clear and seal thepmtectwe.mast o

with an extra, m@n&smﬁhe heodavers?
Bradshaw said,

before the bridge,” Bradshaw told the team. “I know

Suited up, the team approached the bridge. Rosey
and Reid moved toward the water while Hammes
stayed behind to provide security. “Through using
the M8A1 (automatic chémical detector), they come

-upon the actual area of contamination,” Bradshaw -

explained.

“At that time, they use the M256 kit to determine
the type of chemical agent. They must determine
the type of chemical, mark the boundaries and 50
meters beyond that for warning.”

Rose checked his water sample. “I think it's a
nerve agent,” he said.

Rose and Reid then marked the contaminated
area, carefully placing the date and time of the test.

After marking the area, passing the information
back and decontaminating themselves, the team
got the word.

They were right. They passed. And on the chemi-
cal battlefield they would have survived.

. SGT.FIRST CLASS KEITH GLASS of Monroe's
178th Military Police Co., gives an operation order
to.an NBC team going out to the field during a chem-

ical-threat training exerczse. ( Photo by Spee.vEmiD
Ohnson, 124th PAD). - »:
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An Olympic role for one of

Georgia Guard's new units?

By Spec. JOHNNY CAIN
124th PA Detachment :

A year and a half ago, there wasn't a stitch of
clothing — nothing,” says Capt. Tom Cobb,

_operations officer for one of the Georgia Army

Guard's newest units, the 148th Medical Co. (Air
Ambulance.)

By this fall, the un1t is expected not only to have
allits clothmg and equipment, but to be
mission-capable as well, -

While conducting annual training this year at Ft.
Stewart, the company has placed particular
emphasis on training with night vision goggles.

. “I've got 20 folks working at night to support the
NVG (night vision goggles) qualification,” said Maj.
Greg Dunne, 148th company commander. “That's a
significant opportunity.” »

The new company, which is headquartered at
Marietta's Dobbins Air Force Base, has obtained
the services of two nurses from Atlanta's 117th
Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH). The
nurses are attached to the company indefinitely to
conduct the 148th's ongoing cross-training program
between medics and crew chiefs.

“We have our crew chiefs and medics paired up,”

MEMBERS OF THE 148TH train to “down load” szured soldiers during annual training at Ft. Stewart’s
Wright Army Airfield. The unit also flew training missions to Ft Stewart's Winn Army Communzty Hospital.

(Photo by Spec. Johnny Cain, 124th PAD)

-

said First Lt. Sherry Schacke, full-time director of
specialty services at Athens Regional Medical
Center. “We're doing cross-training on both sides.
The crew chiefs have been very helpful about

getting the medics up to speed; and the medics-are -

working real hard with the crew chiefs.”
“Basically we try to have fun when we're training.

- And I think that's important because each is pretty

much overwhelmed with the other's job.”
Like any helicopter unit, the 148th must

‘maintain its aircraft. »Initially,rthe‘company

‘| designed night vision goggles
(NVG) prevmusly blind pilots can six to eight hours. ,
see. ~ They present the viewer with
an illuminated representation of
daylight in darkness. Although
the details may not be as sharp as
during normal daylight, the
viewer can see reasonably well.

lited in the sense that the pilot
{1oses some degree of depth per-

lhave to have aminimum of 10

I see, said the (night) blind
man.
With the Army's specially-

- “It's just like having a telev1-
sion set stuck on your forehead,”
said CWO2 Paul E. Wade, safety ,
officer for Marietta's 148th Medi-
cal Co. (Air Ambulance).

_Although the equipment is lim-

ceptlon the goggles allow pilots to
fly in some of the darkest condi-
tions in the middle of the night.
“It's actually lots of fun to train
with these things,” Wade said.
“And I'd say this training is every
bit as important as the medical- -
related training we've been domg
as pilots.” -
Night vision goggle trammg
represents a significant require-
ment the recently-formed 148th-.
must complete prior to becoming
fully mission-capable. - ,
“We've platooned the trainees .
out separately,” said Capt Tom
Cobb, operations officer. “They

hours of training. And we'd like

“It's just like having a television
set stuck to your forehead’

them to have 14.”
" The goggles, which are

‘motunted on the pilot's helmet,

can be worn comfortably for about said Wade, a training develop-

"VETERAN HELICOPTER PILkO'T CWO04 TUCK
- MIDDLEBROOK attaches night vision goggles to hzs ﬂzght
ortoa mght‘*trammg %zséwwtfﬁ‘mstewart s o2 i

“When you first put them on,
you need some time to under-
stand what you're looking at,”

- ment manager for aircraft manu-
facturer McDonnel-Douglas Corp.
Since the 148th undoubtedly
will be called upon to perform

be without this trammg,” Wade
said.

night medevacs “we can't affordto |

_converted its fleet of UH-1H “Huey” choppers for
‘meadevac operations. Since the company's
maintenance unit has carried the ball. s
“The birds are holding up real well,” said Sgt.
First Class James Harrell, Aviation Unit -
‘Maintenance platoon sergeant “Anything to do
with the airframe, we repair.”
The company took five of its 10 hehcopters to

-annual training. According to Harrell, the 148th is-

scheduled to be outfitted with up to 15 aircraft.
" After completing its short-term-training goals,
the 148th can be called on to support stateside

- -medevacoperations and could be utilized, if needed

to support the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta.
~ “We are training toward that goal,” explained
-Dunne. “Iwould imagine that we would be called up-
_ to be placed on medevac stand-by at any one of the
numbers of locations (where Olympic events may be
held). Having 12-15 aircraft, we could support four

~ or five different locations.”

“Formed on 1 October 1990, the 148th is now at
: about 95 percent strength '

PORTED by air, proper bracing is essential. Sgt.

- Jason Armstrong (standing) and Staff Sgt. Phillip
Dowdy practice on Second Lt. James Asher while
First Lt. Linda McGahagan observes. McGahagan,

s nurseonlogh from,the 117th Mobile Army Surgi-

cal Hospttal evaluates their medical techniques.

BEFORE A PATIENT CAN BE TRANS-

i
¢
!
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By Spec GREG HOLLEY
48th Brigade PAO

ort Stewart, Ga. — The
48th brigade is back in
action. )

The brigade; which has not
trained as atotal element
since its activation during
Operatlon Desert Shield/
Storm, is back with a new
training focus.*

It's called Operation Bold
Shift. Derived from lessons -
learned from the conflict in
the gulf, the new focus puts
the emphasxs on-the individ-
ual soldier and small-team_
staff training rather than-
higher levels of operation.at
battalion or brigade levels.

One benefit: the 24th Divi-
sion aids the brigade with
instructors and other man-

dier to partlcxpate inthe
training, rather than all the
technicalities involved in set-
ting it up and making it hap-
pen. ‘

~“The real benefit outside of
training to standard,” said
Brigadier Gen. James D.
Davis, commander of the 48th
Brigade, “is the watchful eyes
and expertise of the 24th Divi-
sion soldlers.

The bngade, which per-

- formed annual training on 15-

29 August, spent.the majority
of its time in the field polish- -
ing skills such as land naviga-
tion, upkeep of tracked and. . -
wheeled vehicles, individual
section operatlons and per--
sonal weapons qualification. -

Many state and national
dignitaries have had their
eyes on the 48th and the suc-

power, allowmg the 48th's sol- cess of its new style of tram- B

Englneers spend AT plplng water to talnted res;dentlal area

By Spec. ERIC D

JOHNSON

124th PA Detachment

M embers from all the |
companies of the 560th

Engineer Battalion joined
forces with the Douglas
County Water and Sewer
Authority to help the resi-
dents of a rural Douglas
County area called Basket
Creek have clean water.
The neighborhood is on an
old, illegal toxic waste site,

- whichecontaminated some of .

the wells in the area, accord-
ing to Capt. Robert R. Resch,
the officer in charge of the 26-
man project.

~The engineers spent two
weeks of annual training on
the project. “These people
were selected to do this and

contaminated soil to Indzana.

- The mission of the project is
to bring clean, county water

‘o‘d Shift for 48th

ing.
Sen. Sam Nunn, chairman

of the U.S. Senate Armed Ser-.
_ vices Commlttee, praised the
brigade, saying, “I am

extremely impressed with
these Georglans who glve
their time.”

“We have a much less
defined enemy than was in the
past, said Major Gen. Paul E.

Blackwell, commander of the -

24th Infantry Division. “This
causes us to have to be pre-
_pared to go to war in a come as
you are army. It takes a spe-- -

“ cial breed of person to take
. weekends and vacation time
" to go about tralmng The -

guardsman is truly apatriot.”

“I'm conﬁdent I will brmg
back more troops alive if we
have to go into combat due to

' our affiliation with. tl'us great

d1v1sxon,” said Dav1s.

all together. It's been a long

24th Infantry Division (Mechanized).

field and in schools.

THE SERGEANTS MAJOR from the state natwnal guard
and the 48th Brigade make their way through the lunch line of
the cook school at Fort Stewart. The CSM's were observing train-

ing of guardsmen in August From left to right are: Command

Sgt. Major Billy Manning of the Georgia Army national Guard,
Command Sgt. Maj. Emmett Walker of the 48th Brigade and

_driver, Sgt. Leslie Kzlchnss. (Photo by Pfe. Carlos A. Campos

124th PAD)

5 top-ranklng NCOs
praise the shift

By Pfc. CARLOS A. CAMPOS

124th PA Detachment

Flve command sergeants-magor from the Active Army and
Army national Guard toured the training areas of Opera-

_tion Bold Shift at Fort Stewart in August, and praised the sol-

diers of the 48th Infantry Brigade (Mechanized), as well as the

Command Sgt. Major George S. Black\trood of the Natxonal

. Guard Bureau, Command Sgt Maj. Billy Manning of Georgia,

Command Sgt. Maj. Samuel Smith of Forces Command, Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Franklin D, Thomas of the 24th Infantry, and
Command Sgt. Maj. Emmett Walker of the 48th Bngade trav-
eled together for three days, 'visiting soldiers training in them

All has positive comments. “I'm most unpressed by the com-
mitment both by the active Army and the National Guard,” said
Blackwood. “I'm convinced that Bold Shift w1ll bea total success
for the total Army.”

A SEA-LAND VAN szts wcutmg to sth the barrels contazmng 1

THE 277TH

AT RED RIVER

“They love getting greasy
and turning wrenches”

By CECIL GREEN
Red River Army. Depot PAO

EXARKANA, TEXAS —
. For most membersof
. Atlanta's 277th Maintenance -

Co., it was their first visit to
Red River Army Depot —and
the first time many of them
had made it as far west as
Texas, even 18 miles west of
the state line in Texarkana.

“They're loving every min-
ute of it,” said Maj. Steven

Blanton, commander of the
277th, as his unit neared the
end of its two-week annual
training in July.

- The visiting guardsmen
were spread out in shops and
field sites throughout the
depot, repairing and rebuild-

ing Bradley Fighting Vehicles wheeled vehicles. At Red
and M-113 armored personnel River, they worked on both.

carriers.
‘They also tested engines
_and provided roadside service
to keep convoys of the 25th
Infantry Division rolling from

Beaumont, Tex., to Fort Chaf- “We're able to do a lot of cross- as they're doing here. -

fee, Ark.

The 25th based at Schofield hands-on trammg we've run

In the,‘ir‘own?words .

-shipped its vehicles to the

hand for any needed on-sn;e

‘port staff technician and

“units at theater level, where
‘the mechanics and repairmen

‘veifj)tn‘in y MOS s hr,on one floor, so there's

Barracks, Hawau, had

Texas port for a large training
exercise at Fort Chaffee. The
277th just happened to be on

maintenance.

‘While the cooperatxon w1th
the 25th wasn't planned, “we
were there when they needed
our services,” said CWO3
Ronald Allen, the 277th's sup-

SPECIALISTS FROM ATLANTA'S 277TH MAINTENANCE CO. repair and fabricate
electrical cables and other components at the Red River Army Depot. They are, left to right, Sgt.
Jeff MacKim of Riverdale, Pfc. Ronald Deshazor of Atlanta, Spec. Deron Redden of Atlanta, Spec.
Todd ng of Atlanta, Spec. Robert Freeof Heard County, and Sgt. Raymond Carrtllo of M arietta.

tralnmg officer.

The 277th's mission is to
provide intermediate direct
support maintenance to Army

As part of their electronic
~ work, members of the 277th
cannibalized some radio units
‘to identify usable parts,

able skills, and Ican't say

 enough about the hospitality
and cooperation that have
been shown us.”

into.”

Quality training meant
high morale, said the 277th
commander. “Our soldiers'

are likely to see both tracked
and wheeled vehicles.

At Ft. Gillem, their home  morale here this year is as Red River employees. repaired some, and then
station, they work mostly on.” high as I've ever seen it,” vouched for the work done by repaired and fabricated differ-
Blanton said. the Georgia guardsmen. ent types of commumcatmn
“The main reason their “The soldiers working with = cable.
- “Our mechanics are really  esprit is so good is that they  us repaired and realigned They then handled 1nsta11a-’

tion projects on Bradleys, M-
‘113s, Multiple Launch Rocket
Systems and Fire Integration
Support Team Vehicles and
they did it all with “excellent
. tecgmcal expertlse, leson
~ sai

love getting greasy and turn- about 10 RT-524 radio

ing wrenches, especially when receiver/transmitters,” said

they cantake a tough job-and.--Paul Wilson, an electrical -

seeit through to completion, mechanic at Red River. “They

-did quality work on a very
"We're getting great support, expensive plece of equlp-

- our soldiers are learning valu- - ment.”

learnmg how each component
ina ‘Bradley or personnel car-
rier works to make up the -
‘whole vehicle,” Allen said. -

training. It's some of the best

“This has been one of the better ATs
I've ever been on. I've had something
to do every day, and I feel good about
what I've done.”
—Staff Sgt. Wllhe Ellison,
mechanic.

“While I've been here, I've installed
‘transmissions, shut-off valves, steer-
ing assemblies, flooring plates, steer-
ing sticks, gear selectors and other

- time,” said Carolyn Brooks, a
- 19-year resident of the neigh-
borhood. “We saw when they
brought the barrels down here
— b\;{t at that time we didn't .

more variety of work than I've ever had before. I'm get-
ting to work with fuel systems that Idon't normally
see, 80 it's been good training.”

—Sgt J ohn Ro ggow, fuel and electrlcal,
B systems speci ahst

R

new parts in M-113s. I've gotten a lot
of hands-on experience and I love it.”
—Staff Sgt. Dewey Allen, track
~ vehicle mechanic.

" Photos by R.D. Tollet

into the 16-family area,
according to C. J. Nutter, -

. department head for WSA,
and a major in the-1st Batta-
lion, 108th Armor. -

“I'm glad they are gettmg 1t )

the rest of their units went
overseas,” Resch said.

“WSA paid for the food, fuel,
and lodging. Some of the food
was donated by local churches
and restaurants.” Resch said.

SGT. 'MICAEL SMITH OF AGRANGE a combat
engineer in C Company, 560th Engtneer Battalton, guides a

at contamination.’t t
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: Georgifa uit first to get new Chinook

REPLACING THE AGING CH-54 SKYCRANE in the background is the improved CH-47D Chinook,
_ refitted by Boeing. Company G, 244th Aviation Regiment, based at Hunter Army Airfield, is the first mil-
itary unit in the nation to receive the workhorse helicopters. The Chinooks were officially presented to the
company during a ceremony recently at Hunter. Chinooks, like their gangly-looking predecessors, are used
in heavy-lift combat support operations. The new models come equipped with high-tech equipment, such
as flight-control system and cockpit equipped for night-vision goggles. In photo at right, Brig. Gen. Wil-
liam P. Bland, right, adjutant general of Georgia, tours the new aircraft with G Company commander
Maj. William S. Smith. (Photos by Sgt. Jerry De Avila, 124th PAD)

-16 sharpshooters from

Brunswick's 224th
Joint Communications Squa-
dron are headed to Little

Rock, Ark., to represent Geor-

- Combat rifle shoot
is a tough exercise

shooting is physically and
i mentally demanding.

| miles in full combat gear to

i reach the firing line.. Then
i they fire 10 rounds at 100
{yards from the standing
- position, 20 rounds at 200

| sitting position, 10 rounds

. at 300 yards in the standing
{ and prone positions and 22

Success in combat rifle

Shooters have to run two

yards in the standing and

rounds at 400 yards in the_
prone position.

“You've got to love shoot-
ing to put up with a two-
mile run,” said Tech. Sgt.
Larry R. Tanner of States-
boro; a wildlife biologist.
Tanner scored 213 out of a
possible 250 points to
become the individual
match winner. ©

“It takes dieting and
exercise,” said Tech. Sgt.
William Crooms of Brun-
swick. “If you dop't cross
the line within 25 *mmutes,

you don't sho‘ t”’ e |

1 Brunswzck team takes nine
of 10 places in Catoosa

giain October 'S WinS'ton“P
Wilson National Champlon- '
ship Match.

The Air Guard rifle team .
won the right to represent
Georgia by winning its third
straight state championship
in matches conducted at the

- Catoosa Training Center in

Ringgold. That event was

- open to all Army and Air

National Guard units in Geor-
gia. v

The team has been compet-
ing for only three years.

For the 224th, it was a blow-
out. The 10-member team
took the first nine places in
the individual event, one of
two events during the week-
end match.

Top shooter was MSgt :
Larry R. Tanner of States-

boro. Placing second was Sen- -
ior Airman George H. Stinson

of Atlanta and third was SSgt
Raymond M. Ganas of Brun-
swick.

On Sunday, team competi-
tion took place. Top team scor-
ers were Tanner, followed by
Stinson and TSgt William J.
Croms of Brunswick. '

Major Donald N. Edmands -

Jr., the detachment com-

menger.praiscd the team's. . oeremplily Pf}}{g ;Wl '9:;-»"9; f;ﬁw"xy‘
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By Spec. ERIC D. JOHNSON

124th PA Detachment

he Georgia Army and Air National Guard are
" involved in the fight against drugs with a new
community relations project. ‘
America's PRIDE (Parents' Resource Institute
for Drug Education) is a private, non-profit organi-

zation whose goal is to educate young people on the

influences of drugs and aleohol.

This joint effort is under the auspices of the
National Guard's Drug Demand Reduction pro-
gram.

'MARGARET CRIBB, right, an America's PRIDE

group leader, helps Kelli Cowart, one of the members
of her group, fill out an application for the talent
show held on the last day of the retreat. (Photo by
Spec EricD. Johnson, 124th Public Aﬁ"azrs Det.)

It's a Guard thing

» Guardsmen help stage antl drug retreat for k1ds

The guard recently funded a retreat for mlddle
school and high school students from all around
Georgia, and one group from Virginia at the Air

National Guard Training Center in Savannah, pro-

viding transportation, lodging, food, and facilities,
according to Maj.-Cynthia T. Islin, of the 116th Con-
solidated Aircraft Maintenance Squadron at Dob-
bins Air Force Base.

“Capt. Bob Avery, a pilot, met with the head of .
America' PRIDE and developed an idea of how
America's PRIDE and the National Guard could -
work together. Avery took it to Gen. Bland (the

Adjutant General) and he liked the 1dea,” said Islin,
- “Gen. Bland told me to arrange this.”

“If it weren't for the support of the guard, not
even half of the kids could have attended,” said Lisa
M. Ellsworth, Natmnal Youth D1rector for Amer-

’ ica's PRIDE. -

During the retreat the kids learned songs and
dances about living a drug-free life. “Last year, -

States next to oil,” Ellsworth said.

- Tech. Sgt. PamelaJ Byrd,a medxcal specxahst in.
~ the 129th Air Control Squadron in Kennesaw, :

arranged most of the retreat.

“In order to transport civilians, we had to get per- :

mission from the Guard Bureau,” Byrd said. “Also,
about 80 percent of the money allotted for the

_retreat was Army Guard money, so Thiad to work™

closely with the Army side to get everything work-

e N AR s S e L Ko o G o i

drugs were the second largest seller in the Umted .- 124th PAD)

Cing”

MAJ. CYNTHIA T. ISLIN of the 116th Consolt-
dated Aircraft Maintenance Squadron at Dobbins
AFB, watches the F-15 demonstration along with

~_some of the participants in the America’s PRIDE
“retreat at the Air National Guard Training Center

in Savannah (Photo by Spec E’rzc D Johnson, .

“T got the 13 lst Army Aviation umt from Ala-

* bama to cook for- the kids du 1g the retreat ' said

Byrd. .
“The guard sponsored & class on August 1 at Dob-
bins AFB and another on August 29 at Ft. Stewart
for guard members interested in volunteering in

* the fight against drugs, accordmg to Byrd. Also, the
guard will try to sponsor one more retreat this year.

The Army Natlonal Guard
‘men and women trained to
be thelr best — to protect our

Americans committed to
Ideal of the cltizen/soldler.

: You'll find them in your
nelghborhood, ralsing fami-
iles ... teaching chlldren ...

They're people like you an’
me. And they will always be
here, serving, just as the

" team,” he said. “We can't help '

1992 GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD STATE M-16 RIFLE CHAMPIONS

FRONT ROW, l to r — Tech. Sgt. William J. Crooms, Staff Sgt. Raymond M. Ganas, Tech. Sgt.
- Jesse W. Davis, and Master Sgt. Larry R. Tanner; STANDING: Maj. Donald N. Edmands, Jr.,

Detachment Commander, Sr. Airman Walter L. Smith Jr, Tech. Sgt. Robert M. Waters, Master
Sgt. Michael D. Chumley, and Lt. Col. Lester L. Preiss III, Commander. NOT AVAILABLE FOR
PHOTO: Staff Sgt. Jeffrey B. White, Team Captain, of Jacksonville, Florida, Staff Sgt. Ottzs J.
May of Nashvzlle, and Sr. Atrman George H. Stmson, of. Atlanta. :

mander SSgt J effrey White personnel o against teams from 54 states
provxded outstandmg leader- In Little Rock, the Georgla and territories as well as
ship in preparing the 1992 team will be competing mternatmnal teams.

but be proud of their accom-
plishment. They have shown:
tremendous initiative and dis--
cipline in putting together the
championship team. Much of -
the time and money to support
their team practices were
borne by the individual mem-
bers and not the unit. They

L]

STARC shooters bag prize

Capt. Harve T. Romaine and Sgt. Anthony Q. Bailey, both
members of Headquarters STARC, were members of the
rifle team that placed third in the Combined Team *
‘Championship Matches at the first Total Forces Compos1te
Championships.

Competmon took place at Camp Robinson in North thtle

9&?&
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country and communities.

running businesses.

Army Natlonal Guard has
been for 350 years.

TV commercial shoots, using real-life Georgia Guardsmen

66 Nyre hanging out is fun

l— and easy, but when
‘you decide it's time to get on
with your life ...”

- J oin the National Guard.

- As early as September, tele-
wvision viewers throughout the
nation could be seeing com-
‘mercials —or, as they are
‘more appropriately known,
public service announcements

s—- that are made in Georgia. , o

_.The “actors and actress

are all members of the Geor-
gia Guard's 48th Infantry Bri-
gade recruited togeflect the
Guard's talent, good looks and
diversity.,

Or, at least, that's what the
65 or so partxcxpants would
assert.

- Georgia, and specifically
the 48th, was selected
“because the brigade is a top-
notch unit and National
Guard Bureau thought we

_should feature them,” said .
» Sgt. Fir: tha

Bemamm B. B

SPATROSL ST

Livesay, the Georgia Guard's
marketing NCO. -

In addition to the Geor-
gians, Apache helicopter
crews from the South Carolina
Guard and Blackhawk crews
from the Texas Guard also
participated. 3

After shooting at Ft. Stew-

" art during the 48th's annual -

training, production crews

moved to Newnan. Among the
scenes shot there were a high
sehool, familie

amilies, gnd-a nursing
Horiie, Final production'wasto

be done in September in
Atlanta, -

Being shot are three differ-
ent story-lines. The themes
are mission, adventure and
schooling.‘One, for example,
opens with a youngadult with
a skateboard hanging out at

. the school yard.

“The best way to go from
here (the school yard) to here

(tanks, rappelling, adventure).
-is to gohead on,” the story line

goes, “and not/let anything
stand in y‘otii2 waybb"‘ HEVE ?g\:)

- pay, same asusual.. . .- -

About 65-70 guardsmen,”
mostly from Thomaston, New-
nan, Griffin and Jackson,
were chosen to participate. Of
those, about 30 will be given
acting roles. Four tank crews
and four Bradley crews will
also be featured. ,

As is often the case, guards-
men participate for the glory
and not for pay. The actors
and actresses don't make Hol-

lywood scales or even union_
wages. They're paid regular. .




Colonial battle continues for 250 years

By CW3 RICH ELWELL
Command Historlan

n July 1742, Spanish forces sailed from St.
Augustine, landing at St. Simon's Island. The
Spanish fleet of 36 ships brought 2,000 troops
under command of the Spanish governor of St.
Augustine, Manuel de Montiano.
James Oglethorpe, the founder of Georgia,

assembled his regulars, the 650-man British 42nd

Regiment, and mobilized his militia troops.

The Scot nghlanders came to the Island from
nearby Darien. The colonial rangers and Creek,

Yamacraw and Chickasaw Indian allies brought

Oglethorpe's strength to 800.

On the morning of July 7, 1742, Georgia Rangers
guarding the military road approach to the town of
Frederica on St. Simon's sighted a force of over 100
Spanish soldiers. Oglethorpe quickly organized a
force composed of the Highland Independent Com-
pany, Rangers and Indian allies and personally led
the assault on the Spanish at a place on the Island

" named Gully Hole Creek. .

The fighting was fierce and lasted an hour as the
Georgia militia routed the invaders. The Spanish
lost one-third of their force and all the officers were
either killed or captured. Oglethorpe lost one man
to heat exhaustion.

Later that day, additional Spanish troops were
landed and a force of 200 elite Grenadiers prepared
to cross an open marsh, which would become known
as “Bloody Marsh.” The Highlanders, Rangers,
Indians, and a platoon of British regulars were
waiting in ambush and opened fire on the column.

TROOPS? FIREMUSKETS for the retreat ceremony at Saint Simons Island.

All walks of life join in mock battles

By Cw3 RICH ELWELL
Command Historlan

hat does a doctor from
Brunswick and a high
school student from Augusta
have in common?
A love of military history

. and more specifically, the mil-

itary history of the southern
colomes, which mcludes Geor-
gia.

Over 100 reenactors from
all over the Southeast gath-
ered to commemorate and
reenact the Battle of Bloody
Marsh on St. Simon's Island
250 years after the actual bat-
tle. That battle was the first
time that the Georgia militia
— later to become the Georgia
National Guard — mobilized
to meet a threat to the country
and state.

During a July weekend,
lawyers, investment bankers,

A SOLDIER MOVES ?o andthér

construction workers, and his-
tory professors donned the

" uniforms of those early militia -

and British regulars who
drove Spanish invaders from
Georgia shores in 1742,

Units that fought at Bloody
Marsh in 1742 included Gen.
James Oglethorpe's Georgia
Mounted Rangers (who =
became the Georgia Hussars
and today is Service Battery,
2nd Battalion, 214 Field Artil-
lery Regiment in Savannah) -
and the British 42nd Regi-
ment of Foot that Oglethorpe
brought with him from Lon-
don in 1733.

Oglethorpe knew the need
for and value of trained mili-
tia, and when he settled Geor-
gia in 1733, forming a militia
was a priority. Oglethorpe
also knew that to effectively
defend the colonies against

“the native Indians and Span-

7 Lo by

positio

on to fire on the enemy.."

ishhe must have woods-wise
and unconventional fighters.
‘Hence the formation of units
'such as Nobel Jones' Company
of Marine Boatmen, the Geor-
gia Coastal Rangers, and the
Highland Mounted Rangers.

' Modern reenactors (they
prefer the title of historical
interpretors) have adopted
these units to study and por-
tray as reahstlcally as possi-
ble. V

- Bob Blanchard, a reenactor
from Hastings, Florida, wears
the green hunting crock of a

" Highland Ranger from west-

ern Georgia (which would
have been Mississippi by
today's geography). “These fel-
lows were rugged individual-
ists, and never did anythingin

,formatlon or by the book”,

Blanchard sa1d

ambushers.

There was great confusion, smoke, and screams
of the surprised and the wounded.

The Spanish could not see their adversary and
failed to realize how much they outnumbered the

After two hours of fi nng at the ghostly targets in
‘the thick woods, the Spanish ran out of ammuni-

. tion. Spanish losses were light, but with this second
sound defeat in one d4y their will to fight was gone.

The Spanish withdrawal from St. Simon's began
1mmed1ately after Bloody Marsh and Spain would
never again attempt to take the English colony of
Georgia, named after King George II.

It had been primarily the fighting skill and heart
of Georgia militia that had won that hot July day in
1742. Georgia citizen-soldiers that followed the
next two centuries would fight and maintain peace

not only within our state, but around the world as

well.

TROOPS TAKE A BREAK for lunch at thezr camp on Samt
Simons Island

R

,Interested in hlstory

Join Guard Society

eorgia N ational Guards-

men and Militia have
fought in battles ranging from
Bloody Marsh to Desert
Storm. Now an organization
devoted to preserving the her-
itage of Georgia's fighting
forces is open to anyone inter-
ested in military history.

The Georgia National
Guard and Militia Society,
Inc., a non-profit organization
founded in 1988, is dedicated

- topreserving the history and

heritage of the Georgia Guard
and its predecessor forces.
Among the henefits of joining
are an annual membership

. meeting and symposium and a

quarterly journal.

Persons interested in more
information or joining the
Society may call Major Clint
Perkins, at 404-624-6140, or.

write to: The Georgia National

Guard and Militia Society,
P.0O.Box 17965, Atlanta, GA
30316- 0965 An annual mem-
bership fee is $20.

: forces.

In the JOURNAL of the
National Guard and Militia
Society members can read
Georgia history which ranges
from the little known “Battle
of Griswoldville,” and to
rarely thought of Georgia

Guard expedition to find Pan-

cho Villa. ,
An annual membership and
business meeting, usually -
held in the fall of the year,
offers members the opportu-
nity to view “living history”
recreations, hear a number of
papers on Georgia's military
past, and most significantly,
voice their opinion on the
future of their Society.
Among the goals of the Soci-
ety is the establishment of a
museum; a reference library
for scholars and members to
research the past; and a series
of original artwork commemo-

rating the important eventsin

the hlstory of Georgla s mlhtxa

prodci }

g e

| ’A son's tribute
“His spirit is that of iron;

~ally tell his brother, Jay.

-~ ltis here that it all began — the rigorous molding ofa man,

. A brilli nt‘fnend of Patton and the Duke John Wayne

‘est officers we had in the Georgia

his soul of a soft spring raln'

When General Blandford's younger son, Jeff, was told that
his father had incurable cancer and that his remaining
time was short, he immediately went to Charleston to person-

Upon hearing the news, Jay drove to the campus of The Cit-
adel, parked his car, sat down under one of the great oaks onthe
parade ground within sight of Summerall Chapel where his
parents had been married 33 years before and composed this
poem to his father. :

* Apoem by Jay Blandford

The bell tolls seven from: Summerall Chapel k

The wind lashing recklessly on a cool March eve,

Old oaks and palms bowing to its puissance.

Cadets stroll lazily from the Mess Hall, chatting and chuckhng,
And the vast parade ground lies empty and still in the dusk,

BRIG. GEN JACK BLANDFORD was never at aloss for words. Here he is shown talkmg with
members of the news medla dunng a civil dzsturbance in Atlanta in 1990 (Photo by 124th PAD)

Embraced by the masstve monoliths of academics and dlSCllene Bl‘lg Gen. J aCk Blalldf()l'd dleS at 54

Where he studied and sweated, waltzed and wedded.

Where he saluted and marched, and broke barracks to The Ark.
Where his mischievous boyhood faded,

And his solvent manhood embarked.

Itis here that countless memories lie —

At most we laugh at some we must cry

12. He was 54.

e "ty and honor. courage and chivalry abound .
f dignity and distinction, of merriment and mirth
nd Miss Drew could simply tango to the ends of the earth

His spirit. f iron, his soul of a soft spring ram,“"
His character seasoned like a robust vmtage champagne.
Socheers to my father — my friend' — General Jack Blandford,

rig. Gen. John L “Jack”
Blandford, former com-
" mander of Decatur's Troop
Command, died of cancer at:
his home in Chamblee onJuly

Blandford, a trial lawyer
and judge of the Chamblee
Mumclpal Court, had served
in the Georgia Army National
Guard for more than 30 years.

A native of Greenville, S.C
= he wasgcommissions

lieutenant upon graduatmn

from the Citadel in 1955. He

- transferred to the Georgia

~ Army Guard in December
e . - 1960, and served in the 118th
' R Field Artxllery and the 17 9th

commander of the 190th Mili-
tary Police Co. and the 170th
Military Police Battalion.
From November 1980 to
April 1986, he served as com-
mandant of the Georgia M1h-

tary Academy.

~ Fleld Artlllery until J anuary

ond " His'military honors include-

: the Meritorious Service
Medal, the Army Reserve

Component Achievement
Medal (4th Award), the
‘Armed Forces Reserve Medal
(2nd award) and the Army

Service Medal e
A graduate of th J ohn Mar-

-1968. ,
For the next 12 years, he 'shall Law School, hewasa
~served in the 122nd Rear Area  senior partner in the Cham-
Operations Center, and as “blee firm of Blandford & Wer-:

bin. He had been
Municipal Court Judge since
1970, —

~ Survivors include his wife,

- Drew Harris Blandford, two
sons, Jefferson B. Blandford of
Lawrenceville and J. Lloyd

“Blandford I of Atlanta',"hls
mother, two brothers and a
sister. ‘

Burial wasin Arhngton
Memorial Park with full mili-
tary honors.

On the loss of General Blandford\i

“J ack Blandford was one of the fin- )

-porter and a task-master. He probably
loved the Georgia Guard as much as
any person who has ever been in it. He
considered all soldiers his friends.”

Guard. His loss, even in retirement,
will be felt very deeply. He was a car-
ing people-person and a highly
reSpected commander and friend, a

wise counselor and a truly dedlcated State Training Officer

Guardsman.”

—Bng Gen. Wllham P. Bland
~ The Adjutant General

- “Hewas a leader and a fnend, a sup-

— Lt. Col. Richard H. Stokes

“He was probably the best com-
mander I ever served with, Hewasa
close personal friend and a true men-

tor and I'm going to miss him.”

—Lt. Col. Carroll L. Edge |
ocs Commandant, GMI

“He was probably the best example
of what an officer ought tobe that I -
ever served under. He had the unique
ability to provide strong leadership
and maintain compassion for the sol- -
dier.” ‘

— Col. Thomas L. McCullough
Deputy Commander
. Troop Command

Staff Sgt. Ulyuue Sims, HQ, STARC, Aﬁmu

Staff 8gt. Robin T. Worthy, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Master Sgt. James E. Vaughn, 283rd CCS, Savannah’
8gt. 1st Class Patricia A, Perry, HQ, STARC, Atlanta

LEGIONOF MERIT -
Col: David A, Otto, HQ, STARC, Atlante
_ Col. Cecil L. Pearce, HQ, STARC; Atlanta =
Col. Thomas R. Williams, Jr. HQ, 286 EngrGp, Marlum

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL
Col. David W, Gunn, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Lt. Col. Thomas W. Dalton, Jr., HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Chief Warrant Officer John H. Edge, HQ, STARC, Atlants -
Chief Warrant Officer Thelmer R. Salter, 166th Maint. Co, Hinssville
Command 8gt. Maj. Arthur E, Lecours, HQ, 151st MI Bn, Dobbins.
- Master Sgt. Joff Dawkins, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
: Sgt. 1st Class Melvin E. Buford, Co C, 560th Engr Gp, LaGrange
Sgt. 1st Class Hershel B, Johneon, Co A, 1/108th Armor, Rome
-+ 8gt. lot Chu Keith A, Rahn, 168th Maint. Co, Kmuvills .

ARMY MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL
Lt. Col, Robert T. Baird, II, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
_ Sgt.1st Class Hershel B Johnson, Co A, mosAn. Rome

Aam COMMENDATION MEDAL

Maj. Douglas M. Brantley, Jr., Det 1, HQ, STARC, Decatur
Maj. Dale P, Foster, 148th FSB, Ft. Steuart .
2nd Lt, Jacqualine D. Arnold, 118th PSC, Atlanta

Tech Sgt. William J. Crooms, 224 JCSS

Staff Sgt. Elizabeth L. Deering, HQ, STARC, Atlnm
Staff Sgt. Charles F. Hogan, 118th PSC, Atlante

Toch. Sgt. Keith A, Graversen, 224 JCSS -

Staff Sgt. Scott Relgel, HQ, STARC, Atlenta

Sgt. 1st Class Cecil Brown, HD, STARC, Atlanta

Sgt. 1st Class Robert A, Dunaway, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Sgt. 1st Class Rayford C. Newman, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Sgt Rondy T.Bradley, 118th PSC, Atlanta

AIR FORCE m:nn'omovs SERVICE MEDAL
Lt. Col. Sunh& Hendmon. xesth

AIR FORCE COMMENDATION MEDAL
Capt. John R, Wiggins, 288 CC8

Master Sgt. Randall A, Greer, 224 JCSS -
Maester Sgt. John A, Johnson, Jr., 202 EIS

Al CBIEVEMBNT MEDAL Tach, Sgt Pryor A. Hattaway, 202 EIS -
Chief Warrant Officer Richard L, Hix, HQ, hoopcommno Decat»r‘ Y ESI IR dus- 1 ECUC
Sgt. Maj, William Ostean, HQ, STARC, Atlanta AIR?ORC!; O;I!E

AL
 Staff Sgt. Mable M. Harvard, HQ, STARC, Atlanta Capt, ompmasbm sze'}cs‘ S‘iﬁ d

Senior Master Sgt. Gary K. Sims, 120 TCS
- ‘Master Sgt. Gerald L, Dobson, 129 TCS

Tech Sgt. Donald A, Beck, 129 TCS
Tech Sgt. Johnny W. Champion, 120 TCS
Toch Sgt. Jossph H, Ely, Jr., 224 JCSS

.- 8taff 8gt. Roger K. Atkinson, 128 TCS

* Staff Sgt. David A. Nix, 120 TCS
Staff Sgt. Bennett J. Roy, 128 TCS

. GEORGIA COMMENDATION MEDAL

Col. Richard T. Powers, FMO, FLARNG .
Lt. Col. Daniel R, Miller, 117th MASH, Atlanta

1stLt. valnA.Knpporhmch,CoB.llmsthAR,Codumn o

- Staff Sgt. Dennis'J. Alexander, 116 CAMS
Staff 8gt. Harvey L. Lovett, 116 CAMS -
Staff Sgt. Ellis P. Cook, Co B, 148th 8B, Jaskeon
Staff Sgt. Richard H. McNair, 118 PSC, Atlanta
Staff Sgt. Ellet J. Rundle, 118 PSC, Atlanta
Master Sgt. George H. Freaman, 116 CAMS
Master Sgt. Wendell 8, Glisson, 165 MSS
Tech 8gt. William C. Byrd, 202EIS -~
Tech 8gt. Rufus O. Hendrix, 165 MSS"
Tech. Sgt. Edward S. Tharpe, 165 MSS
Tech. Sgt. Patrick J, Walsh, 116 CAMS -
- Eleanor L. oun,cos. Atlmu "
%2 Duieegod MeAlibor, Ml e «A%&
Linda Meadows, USPCO, Atlanta

John H, Owens, NorthGAConoa,mﬁgn S -53\ T3 T Ox & )\gﬁ%}hw}{ﬁé}ﬁp}n n,‘ﬁ.ﬂ{h

Bobby Pierson, Rome Polics Depariment
Mike Simmons, Rome Police Department

GEORGIA DISTINCTIVE SERVICE MEDAL

Capt. Timothy D. Becton, HQ, 1/214th FA, Elberton . .
CW4 John H, Edge, HQ STARC, Atlanta

SrA Kimberly M. Wmhmlon. 224JC88

GEORGIA MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL
Col, Lawrence L. Allen, Jr, 117th MASH, Atlants .
Col. Bobby 8. Duncan, Det 2, HQ, 8TARC, Hineaville -
Col, Simon J. Sheffield, Jr., HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Lt. Col. Charles T. Southerland, Det 2, HQ, STARC, Hinuvllte
Lt. Col., Richard H. Stokes, HQ, STARC, Atlanta .
Maj. Douglas M. Brantley, Det 1, HQ; STARC, Decatur
‘Maj, William T, Childers, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Maj, Charles E, Lott, Det 2, HQ, STARC, Hinesville
- Maj. Gen. Barry R. McCafirey, HQ, 48th Inf. Bde, Macon
Maj. Charles E. Thompson, HQ, STARC, Atlanta
Capt, William L. Taylor, Jr,, 117th MASH, Atlanta
Chief Warrant Officer Jack R. Henry, Det 2, HQ, STARC, Hisesville
Sgt. 1et Clase John J. Cadwell, Jr., HQ, STARC, Atlanta
. Staff Sgt. Arthur W. Crawford, Jr.,, 117th MASH, Atlanta  :
Staff Sgt, Stephen W, Head, 1180: MP Co;Monroe
. At

1/214th Fil Axﬁlloryv ommn
’[2 %ﬁo,fMour:}? JaAts




DURWOOD McALLISTER, left, and Brig. Gen. Al Holland present Atlanta Journal
Achievement awards to Sgt. First Class Richard Watts, Staff Sgt. Mark Saxon and Spec
William Fortson.

Journal Achievement Awards

Honor goes to MASH platoon sergeant

By Spec. MATTIE JONES
124th PA Detachment

he Atlanta Journal began

awarding the Reserve
Component ‘Achievement
Award more than twenty
years ago. This award recog-
nizes outstandmg enlisted
personnel in both the Georgia
Army National Guard and the
U.S. Army Reserve. The cate-
gories include Pvt.1 through
PFC, Spec. through Staff Sgt.
and Sgt First Class through
Sgt. Maj.

At arecent ceremony in
Atlanta, Ga., the 1991 sénior
award for the Georgia Army
National Guard was pre-
sented to Sgt. First Class
Richard C. Watts, Jr. of the
117th Mobile Army Surgical

Hospital. The 2 l-year veteran
is currently a platoon ser-
geant for surgical services
with the unit. Watts spent
nine years with the active
component, eight years in the
Army reserve and switched to
the guard four years ago.
“This move afforded me the
opportumty to advance and
exercise my leadership quah-

. ties said Watts.

“I am thoroughly satxsfied
with the 117th MASH. It has

* the right kind of manage-- ¢~ -

ment,” said Watts. “And I‘ .

really appreciate the opportu-

nity to be recognized,” he
added. -
The Indlana-born Watts is

" married to Archiette and they

have a son named Eric and

- daughter, Lauren. In his civil-

ian role, Watts is an instructor
for Branell College in Decatur,
Ca. and an emergency medi-.
cal technician with DeKalb
County. R

Watts at some point in his
life wants to teach graduate
level in a seminary. He has a

" bachelor's degree in political

science and is currently in the
master's of divinity program
at Emory University. In what

‘ little spare time he has, Watts

enjoys mowing the grass,
reading and quality time with
-his family.
The key to bemg successful
-in the military is to be sensi-

“tive to the specific needs of

your younger troops, accord-
ing to the soft-spoken Watts.
“And never compromise your
integrity,” he added. .

PT helps Monroe soldier win award

" By Spec. MATTIE JONES

124th PA Detachment

€6 his is what I do best,”

said Staff Sgt. Mark
Saxon of his nine years in the
Georgia Army National
Guard.

Saxon is one of this year's :
recipients of the Atlanta Jour-
nal Army Reserve Component
Achievement Award. This
award is given every year to
six citizen-soldiers — three
each from the Army Guard
and the Army Reserve.

Saxon is the training NCO

for the 178th Military Police .

Company in Monroe. Sgt. 1st

Class Tracy Smith, Readiness
NCO for the 178th, nominated
him for this award because of
his exemplary performance as
a soldier. He has won NCO of
the Year at unit, battalion and
major command levels. Upon

entrance into the company in

1986, Saxon also won his bat-

talion's physical training com-
petition four consecutive

“years.

“Staff Sgt. Saxon has been a
very positive role model for

myself as well as other young

‘soldiers in this unit,” said Sgt.
Andy Koundourakis, member
of the 178th.

-Saxon is also a member of
the three-man M-60 machine
gun state championship team.

. His team competed in Little

Rock, Ark, recently for a-
nat1ona1 tltle He holds the

. state title for the individual

M-60 competition. This was
Saxon's second trip to the
Winston P. Wilson national
competition.

Besides being an expert
marksman, Saxon is quite a
physical training (PT) buff. He
recently attended advanced
NCO training alongside active

‘duty soldiers at Fort McClel-

lan, Ala. He was the only
National Guard member in

his class of 49. He graduated

third in his class and brought

home the top PT award. “I felt

obhgated to excel » saxd

Saxon. “We all know what the
active component thinks
about the guard. God, I like to
compete against the active
duty soldiers,” he added.

Saxon has quite an active
life outside the military as
well. He and his wife, Marie,
are the proud parents of a 10-
month-old son named Mack.
He also makes periodic
appearances at various . -
schools in the area to speak
with students mterested in’
the military.

Saxon, who was a crlmlnal
justice major at Georgia -
Southern University, says
that he is ready to complete
his degree now, and that the
military has been instrumen-

tal in that decision. “I am able

to retain so much more now,
whereas, in college I couldn't ?
he said.

“I've been at my best in the

. military,” said Saxon. “I'm

very proud to be a member of

n_;thls unit as well as the Geor-_,
~ gla guard,” he added

Fortson: ‘I try to do o
everything as best Ican’

By Pfc. CARLOS A. CAMPOS
124th PA Detachment

pec. 4 Wiiliam R.
Fortson wasn't
surprised to get a call from

_ his National Guard armory

in Elberton in late April.
After all, the violence from
the Los Angeles riots had
spread to the streets of
downtown Atlanta, and ‘
Georgia Gov. Zell Miller had
called up several units to
help restore peace and order.
Fortson, an ‘
administrative specialist
with Headquarters Battery,
" 1st Battalion, 214th Field
- Artillery, just figured his’
unit was one of those called
up.
“My NCO said ‘Youready

 to go? and Isaid, ‘Yeah,

Fortson said. -

But the only place Fortson
was going was to the Atlanta
Journal Reserve Component

" Achievement Awards

ceremony. He had just been

informed he had wonthe

award. :
Only three guardsmen in

the state are honored with
the Journal Award. Fortson,
who was recently promoted
to Spec. won the award in the
Pvt. 1 to Pfc. category.

At.a June 7 ceremony,
Fortson was presented a
plaque for his outstanding
achievements in the guard.

“I don't know what I did to
get it, it was a surprise to
me,” Fortson, 19, said, from
his home in Ila, near Athens.

But it probably wasn't a.
surprise to anyone else,
Fortson was also honored
last year with the Enlisted
Member of the Year Award,
both on a battalion and
brigade level.

“I guest it's because I'm
always on time. I'm never
late for a drill,” he said. “And
anytime they call me, and
need something, I'm always
there. I guest I'm just an-
average soldier and I try to
do everything as best I can
and get it done.” ,

Fortson, a 1991 high
school graduate has plans to
attend Athens Tech to study

:electncal engineering.

Calhoun National

Guardsman graduated
number one in his class from
North Georgia College in
June, and was honored as
co-valedictorian of his class.

-Brenden D. Burke, a

five-year member of
Calhoun's 108th Armor,
‘Georgia Army Guard,
finished his four-year degree
at North Georgia with a 4.0
grade point average.

Burke was commissioned
as a first lieutenant upon _
graduatlon, and chose to
serve in the active army.

Burke and his two
brothers, James and Steven,

| all served with the 48th

Infantry Brigade last year in
support of Operation Desert
'| Shield/Desert Storm at the

-| National Training Center in

Fort Irwin, Calif. . :
The Army National Gu_ard‘
also welcomed six new
lieutenants on June 4 durmg
commissioning ceremonies
at North Georgia College.
Receiving commissions
were James D. Asher III and
Jeffrey Russell, Medical
Services: Corps, Timothy K.
Gibson and Robert J. Stuart, -
Infantry; and Paul H.
Nichols and Thomas

Wﬂhams, Ordnance Corps ’

Valedictorian, new “louies”
pmned durlng North Georgla "
‘commission ceremony |

Brig. Gen. William P.
Bland Jr., the adjutant
general of the Georgia Army
-and Air National Guard,
made remarks at the
ceremony, which marked the
50th anniversary of the
Battle of Midway. =

On May 18, Bland -
presented North Georgia
College President Dr. John
H. Owen, the Georgia
Commendatlon Medal and
the Bronze Eagle.

PAUL H. NICHOLS pre-
pares to be a new second lieu-
tenant in the Georgia guard

by taking an oath before|
receiving his bars at the
. North Georgia College com-

- missioning ceremony in Dah-
lonega. (Photo by Spec. Eric
D. Johnson, 124th Public

,;Aﬁ"atrs Det )' Y

 Outstanding airman of th‘

year

Sharon Page is flrst in state to earn honor

17 -year veteran of the
Georgia Air National

Guard, Master Sgt. Sharon B.

Page of Brunswick, has been
selected for one of the most
elite clubs in the U.S. Air
Force. ‘
She is one of a dozen airmen
from the Air Force, the Air
Force Reserve and the Air
National Guard to be named
“Outstandmg Airmen of the

-Year.”

- will also be serving on a coun-

Commumcatxons Support ‘
- Squadron. “Being selected

Outstanding Airman for the
Air Force caps t the most excit-

ing year of my life. It could. not
“have happened without the
- support of my famlly andmy

unit.”
In September, Page will join

- the 11 others to be honored by

. the Air Force Association at a
banquet in Washington. She

_extremely proud of her.”

At the Brunswick unit, Page

is the full-time non-commis-
- sioned officer in chargeof the
“electronic computer and-

switching systems mamte-

nance section.

She was called to active
duty during Operation Desert
Storm to augment an element
providing communications

by the Air Force Association
and the U.S. Air Force to its

 most outstanding enlisted

personnel worldwide.

Before bemgy selected, Page
had already been named Sen-
ior NCO of the Year for the

‘Georgia Air Guard. She was

also selected as one of eight"
Outstanding Airmen by the
Air National Guard.

“Thisis a mgmficant honor'

Page is the first member of
the Georgla Air National
Guard to win the prestxglous
award. '

“Tam absolutely over-
whelmed,” said Page, a mem-
ber of Brunswick's 224th Joint

NCO of the year

_cil of enlisted members to
make recommendationsto
“senior Air Force commanders
. “Sergeant Page is goingto
, have a full calendar for the
next 12 months,” said her
squadron detachment com-

‘mander, Mz

178th has GeOrgla S top NCO

By Spec. MATTIE JQNES
124th PA Detachment E

onroe's 178th M111tary Pohce
. Company is home away from

diers in the Georgla Army Natlonal
Guard.”

In Just three years Sgt Andy,Koo,un,,ﬁ ot
achieved a degree of suc-

( guardsmen strive for

‘throughout their entire careers.
He is NCO of the Year at company,

battalion and state levels. He com-.

-peted for and won the title of U.S. 2nd’
Army NCO of the Year. Koundourak1s‘ o
* likes him,” said Spec. Marty English, a

finished second in competition at
bureau level in Washington.

Even more impressive is that last
year he also won the title of Soldier of
the Year at company, battalion and
state levels. -

- Koundourakis competed for the title
of U.S. 2nd Army Soldier of the Year in
Atlanta. He didn't win at that level in

1991, but returned as an NCO i in 1992

and came home a winner.

Things were temporarily put on
hold for Koundourakis recently. He
was scheduled to leave for Washing-

- ton when his unit was called to state

active duty during the recent violent
protests in Atlanta followmg the Los
Angeles riots.

- make it to compete. “My first priority

g
‘every level possxble in 1985,” said .. -
Koundourakis. “It says a 1ot about a
- unit that can educate, train and motx-, :
vate its soldiers to win honors: such as -

At the tlme e didn't know if he’d

is my unit,” said Koundourakis.

“Besides I wouldn't deserve any of the
awards if T abandoned my unit when I
home to-one of the most dedicated sol- -

was needed.”
“My achievements are the product

“jof a team effort. The 178th has consis- -

’V'Edvmander. “We are

: conﬂxct

these,” he added. ,
“Andy's a great guy. Everybody

member of the 178th MP Company.
“He's also very squared away and
knows what he's talking about. That's

‘why you like and respect him,” Eng-

lish added.

He believes that the young soldier is

the future of the guard and has

“already started to give back what he - R
felt he received from his NCOs — the

drive to “be the best that you can be.”

- He has begun to help young soldiers

prepare for promotions and awards

boards as well.

“You have to nurture that sense of
pride that is often neglected, Koun-
dourakis said. “Sgt. Koundourakis

-epitomizes what will become standard -

-and has that extra “umph'’
- take him to the top,” said Sgt. 1st
‘Class Tracy Smith, his supervisor.

“support to the U.S. Central
Command in Saudi Arabia.

' She was awarded a Bronze
Star for her service durmg the .

" The Outstanding Airmen
. aWard is presented annually - her.”

Sergeant Page has received,”
said Lt. Col. Lester L. Preiss
111, commander of the 224th.
“She competed against the
best of the best in the Air
Force and I'm very proud of -

'FULL FORCE — Sgt. Andy Koundourakis advances as point man in a dia-

mond formation with is unit, the 178th Military Police Company of Monroe,
Georgza ¢ Photos by Spec. M attze Jones, 124th Pubch Affairs Detachment)

in'family support. His wife, Karen
helps prepare him for boards, travels

~ for the Georgia Army National Guard.

He is eager to learn, a team player,

Koundourakis is a member of the
Enlisted Association of the National
Guard and also believes very strongly

which will -

“to competltion and even attends rep

training with him. He has a degree in
political science and Russian lan-
guage and is currently working on a
graduate degree in public administra-
tion with a concentration in finance.

“I know this has been a definite
career move. To get me out now, they'd
have to kick me out,” said Koundoura-
kis.

Soldzer of the year

Brigade MP cops top prlze

By Spec. GREG HOLLEY
48th Brlgade PAO

pec. Kelly L. Johnson of Macon,
a pre-engmeermg student at
Macon College, is thinking of making

" the Army a career.

- If he does, he's likely to go far.
The 20-year-old military police-
man, who serves m,Ig.eadquarters

.Ja i-#b i".

.Company, 48th Infantry Brigade

(Mech) in Macon, has been selected

as the Georgia Army National Guard
" Soldier of the Year.

- “Although Johnson has only been
“in my platoon for a little over a year,

" he has proven himself to be a class A

soldier,” said his platoon sergeant,
Sergeant 1st Class Edward Adams.

“ “Hehasbeen a deﬁmte asset to our

umt ?
~ Johnson was selected to represent

"Georgia after winning at company

and brigade level. The competition
consists of numerous categories, - .

JHTEAT HH RIS

“sent Headquarters Company,” said
- Johnson, “and I felt it was my

-the hard-core stuff »

5\2,.5"5:“"‘4‘“4 ) b E

such as military presence, basic sol-
dier skills, military courtesy, famil-
iarity with weapons and other duties -
of the soldier. The competition is
judged by top ranking NCOs.

“I was happy to be able to repre-

responsibility to be all I could be.”
After he won the brigade competi-
tion, Johnson was presented a Geor-
gia Commendatxon Medal.
The next step? “I think I would like
to try Ranger school,” he saxd “I like

ARSI



More real:

By Lt. Col. (P) ROBERTT.
BAIRDII
Master Fitness Trainer

Despite an aggressive fitness
program prior to mobiliza-
tion, a young captain from a Geor-
gia Army National Guard unit
that deployed to the Persian Gulf
said his soldiers still felt severe
soreness in their legs during the
early stages of deployment.

The lesson? Our present physi-
cal fitness methods did not fully
prepare soldiers to do the things
that must be done to fight.

Under combat conditions, sol-
diers were required to carry full
magazines of ball ammunition on
their load-bearing equipment
(LBE) a full magazine in their
weapon and two full canteens of
water at all times. V

Ammunition and water are
heavy. The soldiers simply were
not accustomed to the load.

While the present Army Physi-
cal Fitness Test (APFT) has
. served us well, there is a better,

- more efficient test. S

It is a timed foot march carryin
combat equipment,

The foot march has long been
recognized as a military skill and
an indicator of soldier fitness. The
APFT is an athletic endeavor. It -
does not measure the ability of sol-
diers to perform their mission.

More useful would be a Combat
Fitness Test. It would involve
marching four kilometers wearing
field uniform, helmet, LBE, pro-
tective mask and ruck sack. Max-

~one hour, :

imum time of complétion would be
- The protective rﬁésk should be
worn for a half kilometer of the
course. ' C
Every soldier should carry

weight in the ruck and LBE equal-

ling 30 percent of the soldier's
weight, ' ' -

The foot march with equipment
is by no means a new measure to
verify fitness. Most of the elite
forces in the world, including the

Combat Fitness Test

2]

stic measure of soldier's mettle

- U.S. Army DELTA Force, incorpo-
- rate similar approaches to screen

prospective candidates. )

The APFT is a good test that has
yielded a combat-capable force, It
has some flaws, however, and
these flaws are amplified in the
National Guard training environ-
ment, '

Because of limited training

‘time, we must train as we will
fight. Soldiers must be prepared to
perform military missions effec-
tively after incurring great physi-

- cal and mental stress.

S

The APFT does not measure the
ability of soldiers to perform their
mission during or after completion
of the test. They shower and
change into duty uniform.

‘Too, it's costly, difficult to man-
age, and not equitable to reserve
component soldiers. Guardsmen
must purchase shoes, for example,
out of their own pockets.

The cost of over-40 screening,

necessary to train for the APFT, is
. high. Minor sprains, aches and

- other injuries brought on by a spo- |

radic exercise program also are
costly in training time lost.
Most speculation about the
Army of the future envisions a
lean and agile force capable of

- rapid deployment. That scenario,

_coupled with the experiences of

the Gulf War, leads to the proposi-
tion that units must be prepared
to adapt quickly to changes in mis-
sion, lack of organic transporta-
tion, and a requirement to move
great distances on short notice.
The Combat Fitness Test, and
not the APFT, is the way to train.

Preparation vital for marathons

By JIM GARAMONE _ |
American Forces Information Service

he first man to run a mara-
thon died from it.

The messenger Pheidippides
keeled over after running from
Marathon to Athens and announc-
ing the Greek victory over the Per-
sians in 490 B.C,

The bad name he gave the sport
has lasted: Many people think
marathoners are crazy.

But hundreds of thousands of
Americans have taken to the
sport. The military — which, of
course, stresses physical fitness —
has been in the vanguard. The
Army sponsors a 10-mile race in
Washington each October.

For those who would consider
long-distance running, prepara-
tion is essential. “You don't wake
up one morning and go out and,
decide to run a marathon,” said’

Dr. David Brody, an orthopedic
surgeon who founded the Wash-
ington (D.C.) Runners Clinic of
George Washington University
Hospital.

Brody says those who wish to
run a marathon should start pre-
paring a year in advance. They
should be running 15 to 20 miles
perweek. - ’ ‘

About three months before the
marathon, runners should bring
their weekly mileage up to 45
miles. He recommends five run-
ning days per week., ‘

Mileage should not be divided
evenly each day, but with inter-
mittent long runs. “The body has
to get used to longer runs,” he
says. “Runners should start with a

he says. “The mﬁscles on the calf,
back of the thigh and lower back:
get stiff running. Stretching alle-

_viates this.”

Runners should stretch before
running, just after running and
another time during the day unre-
lated to the run.

Weight training is important, |
too. Research shows that it's espe-

‘cially helpful to get runners

_ through the last six miles of the

marathon. Brody recommends
training with weights on the two

- off days per week.

Runners need also to get accus-
tomed to drinking water while
they run. -

Diet is important, too. Brody

long run of eight to 10 miles and . says to avoid fad diets and concen-
trate on complex carbohydrates
such as pasta, potatoes and bana-

- Brody strongly advocates a good nas. They produce glycogen, a

build up to a 20-mile run one
month before the marathon.”

. stretching program and weight ~ sugar they body uses best when
training. “Stretching is essential,” running.

'_eal;n with
downsizing

-You pick up a newspaper and it's there.

You listen to the news and it's there.

Everyone is talking about it — downsizing of
the military. .

For some members of the Georgia Army
National Guard, downsizing is very much a
reality. Their units are going away, being deac-
tivated. . ‘

For others, the effect of downsizing is
unknown. Rumors abound, but getting the facts
is often difficult and what is true today may not
be tomorrow. . : '

Whether you are a victim of downsizing or,
like everyone else, a potential victim, here are
some suggestions for dealing with the stress
that uncertainty causes: ;

* Don't waste your energy on things that you
can't change. Focus on those things that you
can do, like writing to your elected officials to
make your views known. . ‘

¢ Talk over your concerns with friends or
family. Don't keep your anxieties bottled up
inside. : «

* Find a favorite place to escape to whenever
possible. Some find meditation helpful.

* Participate in some enjoyable leisure activ-
ities, maybe exercise, fishing or listening to
music. - ; .

There's a cheap booklet available for help in
'dealing with stress. It's available for 30-cents
from the National Mental Health Association,
1021 Prince Street, Alexandria, Va., 22314-
2971. It's called “Stress: A Fact of Life.”

One possible symptom of emotional stress
may be canker sores. Although doctors don't
actually know that they're linked, they believe
the sores may be related to stress, gum injuries
and to certain foods. S '

- If you are prone to canker sores, it is recom-
mended that you avoid eating a lot of sugar, as
well as nuts, chocolate and acidic foods like

~ grapes and citrus fruits,

While the canker sore is healing, you may

or antacid tablets to decrease the acidity of your
mouth. Gargling with mouthwash may help
relieve the pain. An over-the-counter ointment,
Zilactin, may also provide relief, according to
the Health Newsletter. :

Compiled by Lt. Col. Laura Strange,

Guard.

find some relief by sucking medicated lozenges.

chief nurse, Georgia Army National

had the problem bee

Kevlar helmet's design
caused some headaches

As many as 500 unnecessary headaches might
have been avoided had units stressed accident
reporting. That's the word from the U.S. Army
Safety Center at Ft. Rucker, Alabama.

 When the Kevlar helmet replaced the old steel
pot, airborne soldiers faced a new danger from

for five years.

head injuries, but the Safety Center didn't know it

~ That's how long it took to identify a weakness in

the helmet's design, because not all head injuries
were reported. The helmet is now being modified,
but a lot of headaches might have been avoided

sooner.

n identified and corrected . -
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