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Afew thousand years ago, a large group of veteran 
Greek hoplites joined a Persian prince in a march 
to capture the throne from his brother, the Persian 

king. They made it almost to Babylon, where in a decisive 
battle the Persians were defeated…but in the process the 
Persian prince was killed and the victory made moot. 
Those Ten Thousand then had to march a thousand miles 
through hostile territory to Greece, or face death, maiming, 
or slavery. 

Anabasis is the famous story of that difficult journey 
home.

This is a military classic, full of details of battles 
and personalities of the time. But more than that, it is an 
adventurous yarn with touches of epic storytelling that 
enliven, rather than belabor it. The author was a mid-level 
officer at the start of the journey, and later elected to a key 
senior position and was instrumental in getting the force 
back to Greece. Xenophon’s style is surprisingly engaging 
and personal, simple and direct. For that reason, this is a 
good choice if you’d like to learn more about warfare in 
the ancient world.

Large and small battles punctuate the story. More than 
mere troop descriptions, however, the reader gets a true 
sense of the thought processes of the Greeks and their 

leaders as the battles unfolded. 
But can we really learn anything about the modern 

battlefield from an ancient battle? Absolutely. As a 
maneuver guy, I tend to think of forces as heavy or light; 
fast or slow; and using close combat or ranged weapons. 
In the old Maneuver paradigm, these are the old firepower-
speed-protection constraints. Anabasis shows that these 
constraints were at work in the ancient world, as well: The 
slower, (more) heavily armored, close combat hoplites had 
to devise new tactics against faster, lighter missile troops.

What is especially useful to our professional 
development, however, is Xenophon’s central focus on 
leadership. 

He characterizes leaders both good and bad; he explains 
in detail the thought process necessary when making several 
difficult decisions; and throughout Anabasis models the 
use of rhetoric and argument in making his points clear 
to Soldiers, to other generals, and to potential friends and 
enemies. 

In modern times, we’re used to rejecting “mere 
rhetoric” as trickery or a waste of time. But the real purpose 
of rhetoric is to focus and sharpen the effect of argument – 
a skill all leaders need.

He also describes and codifies an ancient, constant 
thread in the philosophy of Western Warfare: Because we 
are free and fight for freedom, we are innately superior to 
armies of the east who are forced to fight. Whether this is 
absolutely true or not, it’s worth considering as a source of 
strength and pride…and a difference we need to allow for 
when working with ally and enemy alike.

Overall, Anabasis is a great opportunity to get a 
detailed look at how our business was conducted in the 
ancient world – and to hear a lively, real-world adventure 
along the way. A great read, too.

Professional 
Development 
Bookshelf: 
REVIEWS OF BOOKS THAT 
TEACH US ABOUT OUr CrAFT

“THE HOPLITES WILL rUN FASTEr 
AND MOrE CHEErFULLY IF I ALSO 
AM ON FOOT LEADING THE WAY.”

Chinook flight engineers 
provide valuable asset to warfight
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CAMP TAJI, Iraq, Oct. 24, 2011 – Flight engineers play an 
integral role during CH-47 Chinook cargo helicopter flights. 
They are the eyes in the rear of the aircraft providing vital 
information to the pilots, the muscle that handles cargo, and 
they ensure the safety of passengers that are strapped in for the 
ride.

“I am a Chinook pilot and when we’re in the seat, we can’t 
see behind us,” said Capt. Benjamin Winborn of the 2nd General 
Support Aviation Battalion, 211th Aviation Regiment, an Army 
National Guard unit from Minnesota and Iowa. Winborn is the 
commander of B Company. “The flight engineers provide us with 
aircraft clearance when we’re flying. They load the passengers 
and cargo and are in charge of how the aircraft is loaded.”

B Company is currently deployed to Camp Taji, Iraq, with 
the 1st General Support Aviation Battalion, 171st Aviation 
Regiment, a Georgia Army National Guard unit attached to 
the 40th Combat Aviation Brigade from the California Army 
National Guard. B Company is the only Chinook unit left in 
Iraq.

Chinooks are typically flown during the nighttime hours to 
capitalize on the additional protection offered by darkness. As 
a result, the unit adopted the motto “All Night Long” from the 
title of a popular Lionel Ritchie tune.

The Chinook is a large tandem rotor helicopter with a rotor 
diameter of 60 feet. At more than 98 feet long, the pilots rely 
heavily on the flight engineers to keep them informed on what 
is happening around the aircraft at all times. The Chinook is the 
Army’s go-to heavy lift helicopter and equipment transporter. 
It is able to transport 33 troops and their gear, or three pallets 
of cargo, or a sling load (cargo suspended below the aircraft), 
or a combination of the three up to 26,000 pounds.

“The flight engineers in the Chinooks are really valuable. 
The amount of crew coordination that takes place between the 
pilots and the flight engineers is through the roof,” said Capt. 
John Allen, 40th CAB, a brigade staff officer and Chinook pilot 
from Sutter Creek, Calif. “They have instruments in the back 
that we can’t see, so we depend on them to know what they’re 
looking at, then to be able to articulate it to us up in the front.”

“Some of the biggest challenges we face here are loading 
the cargo and people into the aircraft. Things are not always the 
same shape and size that we’d like,” said Sgt. Joe Loscheider, 
flight engineer with the 2-211th, and a Little Falls, Minn., 
native. “It can easily be compared to playing Tetris at times.”

“We are kind of like a moving company,” said Sgt. Andrew 
Anderson, flight engineer with the 211th, and a Princeton, 
Minn., native. “The pilots are the drivers and we are the muscle 
in the back getting it all done.”

The Chinooks are out flying every night, moving personnel 
and cargo all around Iraq.

“Last month we flew more than 1,100 hours, which is a 
record for our airframe according to AMCOM [U.S. Army 
Aviation and Missile Command],” said Winborn.

With so many flights going out, the crews are hardly the 
same for each mission and they often find themselves flying 
and working with different people on each flight. Every now 
and then the flight engineers may find themselves flying with 
the 40th CAB’s commander, Col. Mitch Medigovich, who is a 
Chinook pilot.

“It’s fun to be able to fly around with the brigade commander,” 
said Loscheider. “He treats us like one of the guys. It’s very 
informal; plus, it’s nice to be able to just talk and have fun with 
the colonel.”

The Chinooks are providing a vital service during the 
Army’s drawdown in Iraq.

“The Chinooks have been important any time we’ve had any 
drawdowns, repostures, or closing of bases. We move anything 
and everything we can to help expedite the whole process,” said 
Allen. “Plus, we help take a load off the C-130s [cargo planes] 
and other fixed-wing assets, and oftentimes we are the sole 
provider of aerial assets to the bases that can’t support fixed-
wing aircraft.”

As the mission in Iraq comes to an end and units start packing 
up to go home, the 211th continues to bring first-class service to 
the table until the very end. As it is stated in their motto, they’ll 
provide coverage, “All Night Long.”
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Around the Georgia Guard 

Georgia National Guard Unit 
Takes Training Break For Fun 
Day 

The 648th Maneuver Enhancement 
Brigade, a Georgia National Guard unit, 
is currently in predeployment training at 
Camp Blanding, Fla. The unit recently took 
a break for a recreation day at the camp’s 
Kingsley Lake. 

Guard puts on three-
day LEED certification 
course

The installation’s Construction 
and Facilities Management Office 
(CFMO) provided a three-day training 
class on Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) for 
15 project managers from the CFMO, 
the Georgia Air Guard’s 116th 
Civil Engineering Squadron, and 
contracting officers from the Georgia 
DoD’s United States Purchasing and 
Finance Office. 

Butterworth, Deal visit 2011 
Manufacturer of the Year

Major Gen. Jim Butterworth, Georgia’s Adjutant 
General, traveled with Gov. Nathan Deal and 
Chris Cumminskey, commissioner of the Georgia 
Department of Economic Development, to 
congratulate the employees at Meggitt Polymer 
and Composites for being named the 2011 Large 
Manufacturer of the Year by the Technical College 
System of Georgia and the Georgia Department of 
Economic Development.
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Vintage WWII Aircraft on the Combat Readiness Training Center Tarmac

Air Guardsmen at Savannah’s Combat Readiness Training Center received quite a surprise on Oct. 28 
when a World War II Consolidated B-24J Liberator bomber and a B-17G Flying Fortress made a stop 
at the CRTC before proceeding on their way to their next engagement as part of the annual “Wings of 
Freedom” tour.

SDF Color Guard  presents colors

(From left to right) Corporal Anthony Rollins, Sgt. 
1st Class Robert Damaschke and Sgt. 1st Class Chris 
Briarley – all of the Georgia State Defense Force – 
prepare to present colors during the History Channel/
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund national campaign 
to “Call for Photos.” The program encourages Vietnam 
veterans and their family members to gather photos 
and stories of the 58,272 men and women listed on the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
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visits Guardsmen, shares vision
Georgia’s new Adjutant General


