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W          e’ve begun passing through the 150th 
anniversaries of some of the most trying, 
dramatic, dangerous, heroic, and bloody times 

in our Nation’s history: those of our Civil War.
While many of us have studied particularly famous 

military battles of the period (many of which can be read 
about in the books we reviewed in the June 2010 or August 
2011 editions of the Georgia Guardsman), and most folks 
know something about the political history of the time, 
The New York Times Complete Civil War offers a unique 
reference for the time period, and a penetrating view into 
the intersection of military and political events of the war.

Holzer and Symonds have reprinted no fewer than 
650 articles published in the New York Times between 
1850 and 1877. Complementing these articles are timely 
and informative footnotes to explain vague allusions or 
dated comparisons. Included are spot-on choices from 
illustrations and engravings, and even a number of political 
cartoons that capture the flavor of the time. 

With the hardcover edition, they include a DVD-ROM 
with (literally) every single article published by the paper 
during the war. While this represents an incredible body of 

text – and a searchable database – the text is unedited and 
unformatted, making reading somewhat cumbersome. 

But the real value of this book is to put the war into a 
very different context than most of us have experienced 
before. The articles are arranged chronologically as they 
were published – and therefore in the order people were 
made aware of events, rather than when they actually 
occurred. In an age where even telegraphs were still rare, 
it could take days – and from the Western theater, weeks 
– for a story to reach New York. So the story of battles 
or political events unfold and evolve much as they would 
have for readers 150 years ago.

That’s important because it reminds us (who have certain 
knowledge of the outcome of Gettysburg or Vicksburg) of 
how wars unfold in the public understanding. Many of the 
articles are not just late getting to New York – they are 
wrong. Or, because the journalist had to dispatch an article 
before the battle was over, they are incomplete. 

So, understanding the military and historical events 
of the day really took an extra effort to piece together 
fragments of information – and sift through the rather pro-
Lincoln bias that the Times had – to get closer to the truth.

The reader also better understands that the War was not 
a long string of battles, one after another. Rather, there were 
long periods of inaction and indecision. Complex problems 
and powerful sentiments meant pervasive uncertainty; And 
it is within this context that we should place not just our 
understanding of the Civil War, but of war and of warfare 
in general.

What we do on or above the battlefields – or on the 
scenes of a domestic response – of tomorrow will of course 
have a profound effect on the Citizens we serve… and on 
their support, which we require in order to succeed.
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“A BATTLE IS NOT A PrIZE-FIGHT. ITS OBJECT IS NOT TO TEST 
EITHEr THE PLUCK Or ENDUrANCE OF THE COMBATANTS, BUT TO 

SECUrE POSSESSION OF CErTAIN POSITIONS.”

Guardsman journalist enjoys 
‘telling the military story’
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CLAY NATIONAL GUARD CENTER, Marietta, Ga., Sept. 23, 2011 – As 
a 46 Quebec (Public Affairs Specialist), Spc. Jasmine Walthall 
says there is nothing better than a good story. For the past four 
years – which includes a tour of duty in Iraq – Walthall has been 
using her skills as an Army photojournalist and public affairs 
specialist to “tell the military story,” and to interact with civilian 
media who want to do the same.

“I love to write, and I certainly enjoy working with my 
civilian counterparts. I don’t know of any other job I would 
want to do as a Soldier,” Walthall explained. “Telling our story, 
providing the public with an idea of who we are and what we 
do, especially as Citizen-Soldiers and -Airmen, is as important 
today as it ever has ever been.”

To become an Army qualified photojournalist, Walthall 
had to attend a three-month training course at the Defense 
Information School (DINFOS), in Fort Meade, Md. During 
those three months, she and her classmates – Soldiers, Sailors, 
Marines, Airmen and Coast Guardsmem all attending the same 
school – covered everything from photography, to journalist 
writing, to conducting interviews, to creating newspaper and 
magazine layouts. At one point in the training, Walthall and 
her fellow journalists switched gears and focused more on the 
military public affairs aspect of being a 46 Quebec.

“Besides being a writer and photographer, one must 
understand how to interact with civilian media, how to assist 
them in their coverage of military personnel, units and issues, 
how to assist with press briefings, and how to – among other 
things – teach others, from private to general, how to interact 
with the media on and off the battlefield,” Walthall said. “The 
training is lengthy, so that by the time students complete school, 
they have more than just a rudimentary knowledge of how to tell 
the military’s story, but also how to best facilitate civilian media 
as they go about the business of doing the same thing.”

While formal schooling provides the military photojournalist 
with plenty of brick-and-mortar classroom training, it is the 
opportunity to put those skills to work during real operations 
that determines whether a student has actually learned what she 
needs to do the job right.

“Shortly after graduating from DINFOS, I deployed to Iraq 
with the North Carolina Army Guard’s 449th Theater Aviation 
Brigade,” Walthall said. “I was one Soldier in a two-Soldier 

shop, and I got a ton of hands-on experience.”
Today, Walthall is a member of the Georgia Army Guard’s 

Marietta-based 124th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment. 
Walthall continues to use her wealth of knowledge and 
experience as a deployed Army public affairs asset to help her 
fellow Soldiers build on their own skills – especially those who 
are new to the field of Army photojournalism and public affairs.

“Passing on what I know to others and gaining from the 
experience of those in my unit who have been in this business 
longer than I, is important to me. As a person and as a Soldier,” 
she said, “I hope that any Soldier – veteran or prospective recruit 
– looking to pick up a new job skill would take a close look at 
the 46 Quebec career field. The more Army journalists we have 
out there, the more opportunities there are for telling our story 
– the Guard story.”
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Around the Georgia Guard 

Georgia Army National Guard Joint Forces Headquarters

ELLENWOOD, Ga., Sept. 11, 2011 – Citizen-Soldiers with the Georgia Army 
National Guard’s Joint Forces Headquarters in Ellenwood, Ga., pose for a photo as 
a display of unit pride. Among the elements that make up the headquarters are the 
Georgia Medical Command, Georgia Army Guard Recruiting and Retention Division, 
higher level officer and enlisted personnel, and operations and training sections.

116th ACW visits CRTC for ORE

COMBAT READINESS TRAINING CENTER, 
Savannah, Sept. 14, 2011 – Staff Sgt. Randy 
Daniels ties the final knot on sandbags as 
they line the aircraft ramp here at Savannah’s 
Combat Readiness Training Center. Daniels 
is a water-fuels systems maintenance 
craftsman with the Georgia Air Guard’s 116th 
Air Control Wing (ACW), headquartered at 
Robins Air Force Base. In an Operational 
Readiness Exercise (ORE), all Airmen are 
tasked to prepare and operate in a simulated 
wartime environment.  The 116th ACW is in 
Savannah for its ORE as it continues to prep 
for additional taskings on the horizon.

Georgia Guard Engineers help 
ISAF build new road toward 
change for Afghan citizens

FARYAB PROVINCE, Afghanistan, Sept. 
24, 2011 – Two U.S. Army engineers with 
877th Engineer Battalion, Georgia National 
Guard, operate bulldozers to push rocks and 
debris out of the way. The engineers were part 
of an effort to construct a bridge and detour 
for easier transportation for travelers along a 
main highway here. 
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Incoming Adjutant General of Georgia meets with Transition Team

CLAY NATIONAL GUARD CENTER, Marietta, Ga., Sept. 14, 2011 - The Transition Team for the incoming 
Adjutant General of Georgia, Maj. Gen. Jim Butterworth, met for the first time Sept. 14 here to begin planning 
for a smooth transition following the Sept. 30 Change of Responsibility with outgoing Adjutant General, Maj. 
Gen. William T. Nesbitt. 

ADT Soldiers meet Afghan youth

AFGHANISTAN, Aug. 30, 2011 – Sgt. 1st Class 
Bill Dunn smiles with an Afghan boy following a 
cool storage ribbon cutting ceremony in the Baraki 
Barak district here in Logar Province, Afghanistan. 
The ribbon-cutting ceremony marked the beginning 
of the first Afghan-led project in the district. The cool 
storage facilities will allow Baraki Barak residents to 
store their crops long after they have been harvested, 
thus reducing starvation in the winter months.
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Dale Earnhardt Jr. visits RTI


